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Welcome to the 163rd edition of the 

Lamb, the St John's newsletter originally 

designed by Old Boy Alex Everett who 

is now in the sixth form at Merchant 

Taylors'. Our headline story focusses on 

the Year 7 water activity day on the 

MTS lake last week. 

On National Poetry Day yesterday boys 

and staff introduced the theme of 

change through a variety of poems and 

song lyrics. 

This week the Otters and Owls enjoyed 

a super practical session making their 

own pizzas at a local restaurant which 

looked great fun! Please see the 

photographs on pages 8 and 9. 

On the sports field the rugby teams 

have had some excellent fixtures against 

Belmont, St John's Beaumont and The 

Oratory and the hockey squads have 

started positively in the MT Hockey 

League. The 1st rugby team set off on 

their mid-season tour to play Gresham's 

in Norfolk earlier today. 

It was fantastic to see so many boys and 

parents take part in the Moor Park Fun 

Run last Sunday. Well done to all! 

Please can I encourage parents to buy 

tickets for the St John's Fireworks 

Evening as soon as possible so that the 

committee can make appropriate 

arrangements before the half term 

break. Enjoy the weekend. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Year 7 MTS Activity Day 

Under the expert leadership of Jason Firestone and his team Year 7 engaged in a 

terrific day of kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding on the lake at Merchant  

Taylors’ School. The conditions were perfect and the water was generally calm… 

until our boys went on it. Amongst many others including instruction on how to 

manoeuver the kayaks effectively, activities included standing up in the kayaks and a 

competition to see the best somersault off the paddleboards. There were backflips 

and attempted doubles aplenty, although one of the most graceful and elegant moves 

was a slow drop belly-flop from a dipping board. A great time was had by all and 

thanks must go to Mr Doughty for driving the minibus and Mrs Kalirai and Mr  

Horrocks for accompanying the boys.  
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National Poetry Day at St John’s 

Silent debate on foreshadowing 
In English Year 6 analysed quotations from Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo and debated silently about how 

these foreshadow menacing and tragic events. Words were not allowed so pens took action and the boys used these to debate and 

exchange ideas for multiple quotations for a short time. Their debate filled the pages with exceptionally analytical and creative 

comments. Silence is golden! 

Yesterday found St John’s in unanimous agreement that “ Change” (this year’s National Poetry theme) takes every single 

member of the school, as well as the school as a whole in order for it to happen! Year 7 students worked with their English  

teachers to create an assembly that aimed to awaken creativity, as well as excitement for a positive change in the world. Mr  

Russo’s students recited famous song lyrics such as “If you want to make the world a better place/Take a look at yourself, and 

then make a change” and enthused students and teachers alike. Mrs Rizava ’s students looked at how change of a place can  

influence people’s feelings. The class looked at traditional forms of love poetry such as sonnets and ghazals used by poets to ex-

press their love of a place. They then wrote their own sonnet for the Shard as a response for W Wordsworth’s sonnet “Composed 

upon Westminster Bridge” and a ghazal comparing St John’s as a school to when it used to be a country house. English lessons of 

the day were also a celebration of poetry. What a great launch for the 2018 Hunter Jones season. Good luck to all the boys.  
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Sporting news 

Lucas (Owls) took part in the first UK Chinese Fun Run last Sunday at the Finsbury Park race track. He and two friends 

took part in the 3 by 400m relay race and, with the help of a good warm-up and skilful baton passing, they finished in 3rd place. 

Very well done to them all. Zachariah (Badgers) was also busy that day captaining the Goslings Red Tennis Team against  

Sawbridgeworth Reds. He won all his single matches and enjoyed celebrating the team win at the Hertfordshire Winter Tennis 

Competition. Please also read about Zachariah’s success at the Moor Park Fun Run in the sports section. 
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Fairy tales come to life in the Lambs 

This week the Lambs have been listening to and acting out a few of their favourite traditional tales. Some of the characters 

look very convincing indeed! 
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Anyone for a pizza? 

The boys in Year 1 have been busy creating and sampling delicious food recently, as part of our topic about ‘Ourselves’. 

Each Year 1 class took it in turns to visit a local restaurant in Hatch End. Under the guidance of Nish, we learnt the different 

stages involved in making a Margherita pizza. We talked about the ingredients and then had the chance to put our skills into  

practice. We tossed and stretched the dough, shook the tomato sauce, scattered some mozzarella cheese, sprinkled some oregano 

and drizzled some olive oil. Once baked, we used our taste buds to devour our delicious cooking, together with some fresh salad 

and fruit for our lunch back at school. Yummy!! 
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Practical Science in Year 2 

It’s been all downhill in Year 2 this week! They are currently learning about Forces in Science and this week the boys carried 

out an experiment to see what happened to a toy car as it hurled down a ramp. The boys had to think about the effect the height 

of the ramp had on how far a car could travel and learned that the surface on which the car travelled had a really important effect. 

Equally importantly they had to learn to work cooperatively if they were to get anywhere at all.  Fortunately by the end of a very 

exciting hour both classes had learned a great deal and channelled their enthusiasm equally well. 
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Human timelines in Year 4 

In Year 4 this week we spent time coming to terms with AD and BC through timeline activities. 4C and 4M each made a 

human timeline using cards showing picture clues and dates. The boys bunched up for the photographs, but when they tried it 

using space to represent time, the dinosaurs ended up so far away we could barely see them and they were not nearly far enough 

away! 
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Reading, reading, reading! 

Boys in Year 3 enjoyed a few minutes of quiet reading with some Year 8 boys yesterday afternoon before rugby. They chat-

ted about their books and found out about the books the ‘big boys’ read when they were younger. It was a pleasant, relaxing way 

to spend twenty minutes in a very busy day!   
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Colts v Belmont Friday 28th September 
Colts A v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Asikoo 1, Ethan 1 

Outstanding Performances: Sam G 

A tough afternoon against a very solid  

Belmont team. We started poorly and let  

Belmont run in a few tries before we really 

switched on and started to play. We must 

start better in our next match! Once we got 

into our stride, we made good solid runs, 

held the ball and looked threatening. We 

made good line breaks but struggled to beat 

their very quick cover defence. Despite  

conceding more tries, we kept our heads up 

and gave 100% right to the end.  Mr Russo 

was very pleased with every boys’ effort but 

must single out Sam for his strong running 

and excellent passing out of contact. Well 

done!  

Colts B v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Arian R 1, Raffi 1 

Outstanding Performances: Arian R and 

Noah 

A tough fixture on this occasion considering 

the Colts B’s started the rugby season really 

strongly in their first two fixtures. A well 

drilled, quick thinking and athletic Belmont 

squad put a lot of pressure on us from the 

start. We made matters slightly harder in  

attack by not running onto the ball with pace 

and intent. The start to the second half was 

better with Arian finishing with a beautiful try 

on the left wing and consistently looking  

dangerous in attack. Raffi ran strong through 

the middle and into space to secure another 

try and Noah tackled big and small players 

with sound technique. A valuable game to 

feed into our learning and development.  
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Colts v Belmont Friday 28th September 
Colts C v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Nishil 

Outstanding Performances: The 

whole team 

We came up against a strong Belmont 

team who had size, speed and power 

which was just too strong for us. We 

battled hard and showed glimpses of 

good play. We still tended to hold  

onto the ball rather than pass it earlier 

which allowed the opposition to stop 

our attacking play. At times when we 

made the half-break, we now need to 

know when to set the ball or move it 

quickly through the hands. Nishil 

scored a very good individual try. 

Things to work on but the team  

always gave 100% and never gave up.  

Colts D v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Panagiotis 3, Aydin 2, 

Aaryan 

Outstanding Performances:  

Panagiotis and Aydin 

A fantastic game of rugby to watch 

with great link play the whole game 

and some cracking tries. We ran 

strongly with the ball in hand direct 

into contact making crucial metres. 

Some good tries came as a result of 

passing the ball wide to put our  

players in space but this is only  

possible off first phase at our current 

level of ability. In defence we were 

very bunched and tackles were low but 

weak which is what we need to look at 

in training. Well played boys.  
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Success at Moor Park Fun Run 

What a fantastic turnout by the boys and parents in aid of Lynda Jackson The Macmillan Centre, thank you! 

It was an enjoyable day having the big purple gazebo out as our base and having so many boys together from different 

year groups socialising and cheering each other on in the different races. The boys were looking smart and super 

sporty, wearing their new St John’s PE kit and the ‘white wave’ of runners especially in the U10 race was one of the 

many highlights. The weather conditions were perfect for distance running. Well done to all boys for taking part with 

such enthusiasm, dedication and enjoyment. Congratulations to Zachariah (Badgers) who came 1st in the U7 race 

over 850m with a time of 4m 13sec. Thomas (5K) ran superbly to win the U10 race over a distance of 1.3km with a 

time of 5min 21sec. Our U12 boys ran strongly and won the team competition with Oliver, Krish, Ethan and Sami all 

finishing in the top 20. In the school entry competition St John’s were a decimal point away from retaining the shield 

from last year. A superb effort indeed. Thank you to all parents for encouraging your boys to come along to this event. 

We are certainly looking forward to the next one.  
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U10 v Belmont Friday 28th September 
U10 A v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Blake 2, Oliver, Albert, Oscar 

Outstanding Performances: Blake 

The boys started well and, for most of the match, attack and defence 
were even with both teams tackling hard and being made to work for 
their scores. Belmont just crept ahead with 2 late scores. St John’s 
showed improvements in their tackling specifically getting lower and 
now need to get similar improvements in their realignment, both in  
attack and defence, as they have a tendency to bunch up too tight  
leaving space for the opposition wider out. 

U10 B v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Ansh S, Aryan, Lucas 

Outstanding Performances: Lucas for his determination, even 
when the going got really tough.  

This was always going to be a tough test and so it proved. St John’s got 
off to a really good start, which rocked Belmont. All credit to the visitors 
though, they showed great persistence and slowly clawed their way back 
into the match. Despite some excellent defence from all concerned, they 
just couldn’t stave off wave after wave of Belmont attacks. The visitors 
had a good blend of speed and power which they used effectively and 
finished the game strongly against a tiring St John’s defence. Some good 
lessons learnt in this match and the boys are already looking forward to 
putting things right next week.  

U10 C v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Shay, Aaron, Nayan 

Outstanding Performances: Shay 

This was an excellent game played by two determined sides. St John’s 
ran great lines in attack and showed fantastic evasive skills. The tackling 
was strong in defence and we managed to keep Belmont from scoring 
further tries. The second half was excellent with magnificent team play, 
finished off by some well taken tries. The man of the match was Shay. 
Congratulations to all the team, Well done!  

U10 D v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Joshua 2 

Outstanding Performances: Yash 

This was a tough fixture for our team but they played with determination 
and positivity, always carrying the ball forwards and not shying away 
from contact. New members of the team such as Anek performed really 
well. Yash stood out for his calm determination and made an excellent 
captain. A few deft passing moves were made that led to tries. Joshua 
continued to impress with his strong running. Well done to all of the 
boys.  
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Hockey v Merchant Taylors’ School 2nd Oct 

U13 A v Merchant Taylors’ School Won 4-3 

Scorers: Alex 3, Mason 1 

Outstanding performances: Matthew and the whole team 

This was a tough match against Merchant Taylors’ School. We had a number of chances in the first half but we just 

missed out on scoring. We also tended to keep the ball and try too much. However, Alex scored some very good goals 

but the opposition came back strongly. Matthew in goal was tremendous and he made numerous saves to keep us in 

the match.  In the second half, we dug in and played so much better with better shape and moving the ball at speed 

into space. Mason scored a very good goal with constant pressure from St John’s.  

U12 A v Merchant Taylors’ School Won 4-3 

Scorers: Aaron 2, Saam 1, Zac 1 

Outstanding performances: Saam and the whole team 

This was an outstanding game of hockey v Merchant Taylors’ school. We had territorial advantage and the majority of 

possession in the first half. However, we went down by a goal, but it was quickly 1-1 and then MTS made it 2-1 at half-

time. The St John’s team passed the ball fluently and made some excellent movements into space. We turned the pres-

sure on and managed to score three fantastic goals in the second half by Aaron, Saam and Zac. Saam was brilliant 

throughout and all the boys showed great determination and effort to hold on to what was a magnificent victory 

against a strong MTS squad. Huge congratulations to all the boys.  
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U12 teams v St John’s Beaumont 3rd Oct 
U12 A v St John’s Beaumont  
Lost 30-0 

Outstanding Performances: Charlie  

Despite the score line, this was a very 

good performance. We tackled well and 

fought hard to keep Beaumont out in the 

first half.  Unfortunately, when we had 

the ball, we made bad passes and did not 

carry strongly. We conceded 3 tries. In 

the second half we played more directly. 

Charlie and Louis combined well to 

make strong carries up the middle and 

the backs enjoyed the space and ran onto 

the ball. We made a number of good line 

breaks but Beaumont covered very well, 

denying us any opportunity to score. 

Charlie made some excellent tackles and 

lead the forwards really well.  Mr Russo 

was very pleased that all the boys  

contributed with strong running and 

some good tackles. Well done!  

U12 B v St John’s Beaumont Lost 12-2 

Try scorers: Saam 1, Rohan 1 

Outstanding Performances:  

The whole team 

The U12B had a tough outing against a 

formidable St John’s Beaumont team. 

We conceded a number of tries in the 

first half but kept up the effort  

throughout. From the scraps of  

possession Saam and Rohan scored two 

outstanding tries both running down the 

right wing to round the defence. Captain 

Kaim, Zachary and Zach were very  

committed in the tackle and stopped a 

number of boys from the opposition. Mr 

Robinson looks forward to seeing the 

progression next game.  
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U13 A v St John’s Beaumont & Oratory 3rd Oct 
U13 A v St John’s Beaumont 
Won 20-10 

Try scorers: Josh 1, Skye 1,  
Rohan 1, Matthew 1 

Outstanding Performances:  

The whole team 

We played St John’s Beaumont and 

they had some huge players.  

However, fantastic tackling from 

Matthew, Skye and others stopped 

them from scoring. In the second 

half, we kept the opposition down 

in their half and we created some 

excellent attacking play with  

numerous players passing and  

beating players. Some of the team 

tries were superb. In the ruck and 

scrum we dominated - a great  

result.  

U13 A v Oratory Prep Won 20-0 

Try scorers: Rohan 2, Skye 1,  
Alex 1 

Outstanding performances: The 
whole team 

In our second match against  

Oratory Prep, we dominated from 

the start and Skye, Rohan and Alex 

all looked very strong running with 

the ball in attack. Netanel, Matthew 

and Taiga were very strong in the 

forwards and the rucking and 

mauling by our players was good. 

Ollie at fly half moved the ball  

superbly and Mason at half-back 

always got the ball away at speed. 

This was a tremendous effort by 

the side and well played to all  

everyone who represented the side.  
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U13 B v St John’s Beaumont 3rd October 
U13 B v St John’s Beaumont Lost 8-2 

Try Scorers: Joe 1, Jamie 1 

Outstanding Performances: Jamie 

This was a game of two halves, with St John’s Beaumont 

taking the first half with some well taken tries. Jamie, 

Shivam and Joseph made some excellent tackles in defence 

which prevented further scores and showed great  

determination in attack. After a number of coaching 

points from Mr. Phillips at half-time, the St John’s side 

were a different team in the second half. Tackles were 

made, creative running in open play, commitment and  

assertiveness in both attack and defence. This led to the 

two tries to one score line to St John’s in the second half. 

Jamie scored a magnificent sole try, with Joe also adding a 

great finish with his try. Lots of positives from the game in 

particular the second half. The boys must now perform 

for two halves in game in the next match. Well done to all 

the boys. 
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Year 4 are creating broomsticks 

Year 4 have been considering designing for others this week as they construct broomsticks using the Julia Donaldson book 

‘Room on the Broom’ for inspiration. What features would you like if you were to travel by broom? 

Wall of Fame - Have you been busy working on a project at home? Maybe from Lego, cardboard or another construction kit. 

Perhaps you’ve been helping out with some DIY at home. We’d love to see what you’ve been up to. Send your photos to 

vmcsween@st-johns.org.uk. You may have your photos added to our wall of fame in the D&T workshop.  

mailto:vmcsween@st-johns.org.uk
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1. Amos in 5R and Benyamin in 5K are delighted with 

how their fruit faces have turned out. 

2. Ansh and Rohan in 5R have also finished their  

drawings. 

3. This colourful Pop Art portrait is by Matthew in 3W. 

4. Kian in 7J has been using spray paints to create is wolf 

picture. 

1 2 

3 4 
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Updates: please continue to visit  
www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  
information on sports fixtures and results. 
The website will have  
announcements in case of 
emergency. You can also 
follow us on twitter 
@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 
from someone else and would like to be 
sent your own copy direct each week, 
please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 
your contact details and you will be added 
to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 
in any photographs which could be  
included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 6th October: Rugby v Gresham’s: U13 A (a) 

Monday 8th October: Staff Meeting (4.15pm) 

Tuesday 9th October: 

Wednesday 10th October: Open Morning for Prospective Parents (9.15am) 

Lochinver House U9 Chess Tournament (2.00pm) 

Rugby v Merchant Taylors’ Prep: U13 A (a), U12 A (h) (2.30pm) 

Thursday 11th October: Rugby v Merchant Taylors’ Prep: U8 A, B (a), U8 C, 

D (h) (2.30pm) 

Friday 12th October: Rugby v Berkhamsted: Colts A, B, C (a) (2.45pm) U10 

A, B, C, D (a) (2.45pm) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Vocab Express League of Champions. From 0800 on 

Wednesday 10th October to 1500 on Tuesday 16th, the Latin 

Department will be running another ‘Vocab Express League of 

Champions’. All boys who  

currently study Latin have been 

given their login details and a sheet 

explaining how to proceed with the 

programme. St John’s School has 

done very well in the past, almost 

making the top ten last year, which 

is remarkable for a school our size 

and the international competition 

we faced! I would be most grateful 

if you could encourage your son to participate as fully and as 

enthusiastically as he can. It will do his progress in Latin  

wonders, as well as bring laurels to the school!  

Mrs Stewart-Paul. 

Merchant Taylors’ Photography Competition. Please see 

the flyer on  page 21 noting the deadline of Monday 22nd  

October for entries to be submitted to Miss Gillen via email at 

ggillen@st-johns.org.uk 

Fireworks Night. This is one of our most popular events in 

the School calendar. See the flyer on page 23 and make sure you 

put November 6th in your diary. Tickets are now available from 

the school office. 

After School Activities. Please note that there will be NO after 

school clubs on Monday 8th October because of a full staff 

meeting. Years 7-8 games will continue as normal with a 

5.00pm pickup. 

STEM DEN opens it’s doors again during Half Term.  As our 

Autumn days take hold, find out what makes a kite fly, all about 

spooky castles, seed survivors, as well as sea monsters from 

prehistoric times and much much more! Book early to avoid 

disappointment. October 29th - November 2nd. Save money by 

booking multiple days. See website for details - 

www.stemden.co.uk 

Open Morning is on Wednesday 10th October at 9.15am. 

Please invite any friends or family to this event who are  

considering sending their son here. It is a fabulous opportunity 

to see the school in action! 

Votes for Schools. Last week’s question: Should half the 

world be set aside for wildlife Yes 59.5%, No 40.5%. New 

question: Is it important for you to know about Brexit? 

Please discuss at home over the weekend in advance of voting 

which will take place next week. (Years 3-8) 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 20.89, 2nd Oates 20.56, 3rd 

Lincoln 19.88, 4th Lawrence 19.46 

Have a good weekend everybody and all the best to the boys in-

volved in the match at Gresham’s tomorrow. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
mailto:ggillen@st-johns.org.uk
http://www.stemden.co.uk

