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I was able to review the term in both final 
assemblies this morning. It is a privilege to 
hand out academic, music, art and sports 
awards. Particular congratulations to 
Churchill, who won the Burton Page Cup for 
House Points, to Aarav and Vivaan who were 
the first recipients of Platinum Awards and to 
Aubrey who was the "I did my best" Cup 
winner in the Pre-Prep. 

Congratulations to the Junior Drama team 
whose production of Roald Dahl's 'Revolting 
Rhymes' was a huge success with everyone 
enjoying the performances. 

Our musicians have been busy. I attended the 
impromptu concert for the residents of 
Denville Hall and the magnificent joint 
concert involving children and staff from 
Merchant Taylors', St. Helen's and St John's. 
What an experience for the boys and girls 
who took part. It was lovely see so many St 
John's old boys performing. This was 
followed by the House Music Festival where 
individual and group performances were of a 
very high standard indeed. I would like to 
thank Old Merchant Taylor, Mr Keval Shah, 
for adjudicating the whole event. 
Congratulations to Zain for winning The 
Bamping Cup for his expertise on the violin. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
parents for their kind donations at our Charity 
events this term. We have been able to raise 
£5000 for Magic Breakfast and send £600 to 
Comic Relief.  

In sport the 1st VII produced a cohesive 
display at the National Schools Sevens whilst 
the U10 and U11 squads played with real 
determination in the Scrummers Cup at 
Merchant Taylors'. 
Finally I  would like to wish all the St. John's 
community a Happy Easter. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Final assemblies this morning 

Our Prep School final assembly each term is an opportunity for boys to be 

congratulated on various successes across the whole spectrum of activities which 

go on at St John’s. Today, Mr Robinson was pleased to award trophies, shields and 

certificates to boys who have excelled in cross country, hockey, rugby and music.  

The Burton Page Cup for the House with the most number of House Points was, 

this term, won by Churchill but the totals are very close so there is still all to play 

for. The assembly ended with our Deputy Head Boys, Matthew and Shivank, saying 

goodbye to Mrs Stewart-Paul on behalf of the boys and leading three cheers for Mr  

Robinson and the staff which is a long-standing tradition at St John’s. 

In Pre-Prep final assembly Mr Robinson presented Aubrey in the Otters with the 

‘I did my best’ cup and wished all the boys an enjoyable Easter holiday. 
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House Music Festival Final yesterday afternoon 

The term started off with the House Music Festival rounds which proved to be a great success. For over six weeks, everyone 

who learns an instrument in school, and those who wished to take part who learn outside of school, performed to their friends in 

an informal lunch time concert. Nearly 200 different pieces of music were enjoyed and adjudicated. The best from each House at 

each level was chosen and these boys represented their House in the final.  Each boy who took part in the Festival earned a point 

for their House to add to the final score on the Festival Final Day and the winners this year were Lincoln. Well done to all the 

performers, especially the finalists. In addition to the solo performances boys in Years 3 and 4 sang ‘Moving to the Music’ and 

Years 5 and 6 played ‘Minty’s Moody Blues’ on their recorders. The House song which this year was ‘Joshua Fought the Battle of 

Jericho’ is always a fun part of the proceedings as each House puts their own mark on this famous Spiritual. Yesterday Oates 

managed to include the Haka in their rendition! The Bamping Cup, given by the staff to the most enjoyable solo performance in 

their opinion, went to Zain (8C). Very well done to him and everyone who took part yesterday. 
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House Music Festival Final yesterday afternoon 
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UKMT Maths Challenge Friday 22nd March 

On 22nd March Yuri, Zain, Matthew and I went to Haberdashers’ Boys School to take part in the UKMT regional final. We 

left school at 9 am with Mrs Cook. The first activity we had was a group challenge – 10 questions to be done by the team as a 

whole. Each question was 6 marks and we had a flying start and achieved 51/60. The next round was called the cross number and 

the 4 of us were split into 2 teams. We worked together brilliantly and had a score of 51/56. Afterwards we did the shuttle relay 

where one pair does a question and gives the answer to the other pair to use in their question and so on. However, our  

performance dipped a bit due to due some silly mistakes and we got 39/60. Post lunch we did the last event which was the  

normal relay. One pair would do a question and give the next question to the other pair. We did fairly well but we were slightly 

slow and only achieved 23/30. In a hotly contested competition, we came 7th (our highest rank) out of 36 schools with QE Barnet 

coming first, Haberdashers’ Boys School coming second and Haberdashers’ Girls School taking third place. This was a good 

achievement as the winning schools had Year 9 as well as Year 8 pupils and were much larger schools. Overall it was a very  

enriching but tough day and we learnt not only new maths skills but learnt to work better as a team. Shivank (8L) 
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Introducing the 1st XI captain and vice captain 

Congratulations to Shivam (8L) on becoming the 1st XI cricket captain and to Shane (8C) on being appointed vice captain. 

First Platinum awards of  this academic year 
Mr Robinson was delighted to award the first certificates for achieving 160 House Points to Vivaan and Aarav, both in 5R. 
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Eco-Council reconvenes 

It was the time for the half termly meeting of the Eco-Council last Thursday. Representatives from every part of the 

school, including Lady Harding our Chair of Governors, met in the Science Lab to discuss environmental matters. The main  

topics discussed were the introduction of a meat-free day, to reduce the amount of carbon used to produce our food and Walk to 

School Days, where it was decided that it would be good to have one day a week where boys were encouraged not to use cars. 

The Pre-Prep brought their Switch-off posters to circulate around the whole school. The school now has a Silver Award from 

Eco-School and with all these carbon saving ideas we are well on the way to getting Green flag status.  
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Don’t we just love compost! 

Lovely compost! Our Hot Bin, which produces compost at an alarmingly fast rate, is coming online. Our first batch is being  

busily raked out by Zachary and deposited onto one of our new beds which we’ve recently installed.  
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Year 6 trip to The Globe Theatre 

Year 6 boys had a chance to explore one of the most known Shakespearean plays, namely “The Tempest”. They explored 

the opening of the play in school with Mrs Rizava and Mr Spellward in the Norman Hall, using the Royal Shakespeare’s Company 

multisensory skills for learning. The Reading Club boys led the narrative, while the rest of the year group acted out the plot. Our 

favourite scene was the creation of Prospero’s and Miranda’s boat in the heart of a tempest. The sound and visual effects and the 

man-made boat were impressive, as every single boy in Year 6 added to the recreation of a tempest without any technology or 

other means but their voices, body language and their imagination. Impressive, indeed. 

All Year 6 boys also had the privilege to visit the Shakespeare’s Globe and work with professional Shakespearean actors on the 

language, characters and events of “The Tempest”. A lot of other schools from across the Globe were there for the very purpose. 

We are indeed lucky to live in one of the best cities in the world which has so much to offer for our boys’ education. They had a 

chance to have a tour of the theatre and learn about Shakespeare’s works and the Elizabethan Theatre and Society. They asked 

interesting questions and were well engaged during the speaker’s presentation. Professional exploratory workshops on “The 

Tempest” got the best energy out of the boys and a lot of smiles and fun was drawn on everyone’s face. The boys worked on how 

to use powerful gestures and voices to show power or the lack of it and how it makes us feel. The characters under study at The 

Globe were Prospero and Caliban. The boys made interesting observations about how they felt when they had the power to do 

what they wanted and when they did not. We were happily surprised by Dr Auld ’s appearance at The Globe, who works at the 

Southbank and came to say hello to us during his lunch break. Special thanks to Mrs Apuzzo, Mrs Davies, Mr Spellward and Mr 

Colgate who agreed to accompany Mrs Rizava at The Globe and who devoted their time and effort to the Year 6 boys.  
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‘Stand Up To Cancer’ cake sale 

The preparation began last Friday with some of the Squirrels helping to make some bunting for our Stand Up To Cancer 

Cake Sale. Staff, parents and little helpers baked tempting treats over the weekend. I don’t think I’ve ever cracked so many eggs 

in one day before, a sentiment echoed by Mrs Wilson and her husband. The sale was set up in my classroom and despite being 

tempted the boys were brilliant and didn’t touch a thing. The doors opened and we were overwhelmed by the support; everyone 

keen to buy a treat to take home. Thanks to the selling skills of Mrs Wilson the last items were sold – not one thing was left. With 

the washing up and tidying done only one thing remains and that is to say a HUGE THANKS to all of you who helped raise an 

amazing £295 for Stand Up To Cancer! Thank you and have a lovely Easter break. Mrs R Scott (Squirrels teacher) 
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Easter in the Lambs, Robins and Squirrels 

To celebrate Easter the Lambs, Robins and Squirrels made delicious Easter nests (which was quite a messy affair). The 

Lambs also hunted for Easter eggs in the forest on a lovely Spring day in the sunshine and became Easter bunnies for final  

assembly this morning with Mr Robinson. Happy Easter everyone! 
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Otters and Owls are busy making Easter cards 

Easter activities have been enjoyed in Year 1 this week. The Otters used the idea of decorating egg shapes using cotton buds 

and paint to create pretty dotted designs for Easter cards. The Owls used circle, oval and triangle shapes to create their chick 

Easter cards and then added feathers for a realistic look. Both classes also made a pretty Easter basket, complete with chocolates 

and a cute little chick. 
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Year 2 classes hold a Victorian tea party 

Term ended for Year 2 with a Victorian Tea Party. Many thanks to Ms Gilders for a delicious Victoria Sponge and to Mrs 

Moran for providing an equally splendid Lemon Drizzle Cake along with the use of copious amounts of china. Despite a  

substantial lasagne lunch, the boys ate sandwiches, bread and jam plus two slices of cake with a cup of tea yesterday afternoon. By 

3.00pm all the china was still in one piece and after a lovely afternoon the boys were ready to go home. 
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Learning the art of  weaving in Year 3 

As part of their topic on Ancient Greece, Year 3 listened to the Greek Myth about Arachne. Arachne was a most skilful  

weaver, but because she was so boastful, the goddess Athena turned her into a spider doomed forever to spin beautiful webs that 

humans are so quick to destroy! 3W tried their hands at weaving and have created some beautiful patterns. 
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U10 teams v The Beacon Friday 22nd March 
U10 A v The Beacon Lost 7-0 

Outstanding performances: Joshua 

The first half was very even and the St John’s side kept their  

positions so much better which helped the side to combat the strong 

attacks from The Beacon. Aryan in goal made a number of good 

saves and in defence Joshua managed to intercept the ball and hit it 

out quickly to other supporting players in the team. In the second 

half, The Beacon started quickly and managed to score a couple of 

goals quickly. We started to link very well and the passing  

movements enabled us to get past The Beacon defence. This was a 

much improved performance and the side has made big steps in 

terms of improvements and understanding the game.  

U10 B v The Beacon Lost 6-0 

Outstanding performances: Oscar 

We started the game well despite having numerous team changes 

from the last game and also a couple of last minute changes due to 

absences. Our 3 defenders of Zian, Oscar and Reuben rotated  

superbly and cleared the ball on any heavy touches the opposition 

made. Aaron and Ansh both had spells on the wing and at striker 

and pressurised their defence well and took a good amount of shots 

to test the goalkeeper. Daniel, Ansh and Aaron all moved well up 

and down the wings to open up space and allow defenders to move 

the ball forward easier. Kian had an amazing game in goal making an epic amount of saves despite the score line and Shay  

controlled and captained the game well from midfield with some exceptional work rate and communication skills. Don’t worry 

about the score boys, you all played out of your skin, well done!  

U10 C v The Beacon Lost 8-0 

Outstanding performances: Nayan and Ishaan 

The Beacon clearly had a very well-drilled side, but St John’s never gave up trying throughout the match. The team found it  

difficult to find any sort of rhythm as they found themselves marked very tightly in every attacking play. However, when The  

Beacon launched their own attacks, their movement was good and their control of the ball precise. This resulted in them scoring 

on a regular basis, taking advantage of the fact that our boys were getting tired and spaces were starting to open up all over the 

pitch. A really good experience for the whole team and some very encouraging signs despite the score line.  

U10 D v The Beacon Lost 6-0 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

The U10D team played with a lot of passion and never gave up against The Beacon team. Zac put in some amazing stick tackles 

to keep the ball from some of The Beacon attacks.  Rakshaan made some superb tackles to put his teammates in with a chance to 

score. Despite a number of excellent team phases we just could not break down The Beacon’s defence. Overall a good effort 

from all involved.  
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Senior teams v St Martin’s 27th March 
U13 B v St Martin’s Lost 7-4 

Goal scorers: Aaron 1, Ashok 1, Saam 2 

Outstanding performances: Louis 1, Ashok 1, Saam 1, Aaron 1, 

Krish 1, Zac 1 

We lost a goal early on against a bigger side who moved the ball very 

well around the pitch. However, we battled hard and managed to get a 

goal just before half-term to make the score 3 - 1. Louis in goal was  

excellent and made numerous great saves to keep us in the match. Just 

after half-time, we scored three quick goals and the momentum was very 

much with us and if we could have scored another goal the pressure 

would have been very much back on the opposition. However, St  

Martin’s had one very good player who suddenly scored three quick 

goals. But the effort from the side was excellent and most of the team 

will be back next year.  

U13 C v St Martin’s Lost 10-4 

Goal Scorers: Krish M 2, Max 1, Rohan 1 

Outstanding performances: Zac & Rohan 

The Under 13 C team played against a well organised and structured St. 

Martin’s team. The boys started slowly and allowed the opponents too 

much freedom and time on the ball. We defended well and worked hard 

to prevent St. martin’s from scoring on a frequent basis. The St. John’s 

team did exceptionally to gel well as a unit, considering this was the first 

game together. In the second half the St. John’s team grew with  

confidence and played some outstanding hockey and scored four well 

created goals. Congratulations to all the boys and the team. Well done!  

U13 D v St Martin’s Won 5-4 

Goal Scorers: Shivam 1, Joe 4 

Outstanding performances: Shane & Zain 

This was a hugely exciting game of hockey, played within the limited 

confines of the St Martin’s astro-turf. Shivam started off the scoring 

with his first goal for the school in hockey. The first half ended with the 

score all square at 3-3. Tactics were discussed and the boys began the 

second half seeking to mark their opposite numbers more closely, keep 

possession when they had it, and stretch the opposition by having the 

striker (Joe) high up the pitch. They did very well in their endeavours 

and created numerous scoring opportunities. Zain sensibly decided to 

put himself at the back and guarded the D very effectively, being quick 

to intercept the balls that were played through. Well done to all of the 

boys on an excellent afternoon’s sport.  
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Rosslyn Park National Sevens Tournament 

This was a memorable visit to the National Sevens Tournament, and one of the best efforts by a St John’s team for many 

years. Not only did the boys stand up to this tough challenge putting in their best individual performances they also produced the 

best team performance working hard for each other. Under the guidance of Mr Hodson they have prepared well since half term 

and the benefits in their fitness, skill and organisation was very evident.  

The first match against Summerfield set the standard of the day. The boys responded with good tries from Netanel and Skye and 

learned what would be required in their defence. They brought this to the second game with KCS and key moments of a turnover 

by Matthew, scrum against the head and best team try of the day won them the match. The next match against Kings Taunton 

was very tight. The opposition had an electric winger but St John’s was a tighter team with two brilliant finishes by Yuri and three 

very good team tries. The match ended up even. All the squad were in good shape for the last two games and polished them off 

in style with very convincing wins. This was a really enjoyable day in the sun for everyone and a brilliant way for this talented 

group of boys to sign off their rugby at St John’s. Thanks to Mr Wood for the superb photos. 

Try scorers: Netanel 6, Skye 5, Alex 4, Yuri 3, Rohan 3, Matthew 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 
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MTS Rugby Tournament 30th March 
U11 A 

Try scorers: Ethan, Freddie, Rodrigo, Asikoo, Jaidev and Raffi 

Outstanding performances: Ethan and Freddie 

The Colts A enjoyed a fantastic day of rugby at Merchant Taylors’ School last 

Saturday. The conditions were perfect for running rugby and the boys showed 

their greatly improved passing skills from the recent sevens season with some 

excellent ball movement and hard running. We played 4 matches and scored 

some brilliant team tries. We had two close and hard fought matches against 

York House and Durston House. However, we saved our best performance 

for our last match, moving a larger and physical team around the pitch and 

linking up well to score two fantastic tries. I could not have been prouder of 

the boys. Well done! Two stand out performances were Ethan for his try  

scoring and ball distribution and Freddie for his excellent low tackling and 

hard straight running. I was particularly pleased how Freddie responded to a 

bad head high tackle. He came off to get checked over and after a few minutes 

was desperate to get back on and scored a fantastic solo try from off a scrum. 

It was a fantastic response to foul play! It was good to see a large number of 

try- scorers also. Well done to the whole squad and good luck next year boys! 

Mr Russo 

U11 B 

Try scorers: Edward 1, Reece1 

Outstanding performances: Edward & Vish 

I would like to congratulate this squad for always wanting to play and for 

simply enjoying their sport. It was a beautiful warm sunny morning for rugby. 

The Colts B’s were up against A-teams so expectantly this was going to be 

tough but lots of opportunities to learn and to try and improve for U12 rugby 

next year when the game for them move from 9 a-side to 12 a-side, so  

positions up for grabs. Edward and Vish were the stand out players on the 

day, running forwards with confidence and determination, linking up with 

team mates and making some good tackles. Well done to the whole squad for 

your efforts and commitment to rugby this season.  

U10 A 

Try scorers: Sahib B 2, Sahib S 1, Amos 1, Oliver 1, Blake 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

The team started the tournament strongly and with tries from Oliver and 

Blake won against St. Anthony’s. In the next match the defence was tested 

more by Wetherby’s big runners especially our wide. The third game produced 

2 of the best tries of the day from Sahib B and Sahib S the former through 

great speed and the latter the best team effort of the day. Sahib showed his 

speed again in the narrow loss to York House and Amos showed his elusive 

running with a good try in the draw against Falcon school in the last match. 
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Joint Concert at Merchant Taylors’ School 

Our talented Chamber Choir of 16 boys have been attending extra rehearsals to learn how to sing the treble part of Vivaldi’s 

Gloria and Durante’s Magnificat, two challenging choral works. They joined with over two hundred other choir members at a 

large concert in the Great Hall at Merchant Taylors’ School. Pupils from St Helen’s, boys from Merchant Taylors’, Merchant  

Taylors’ Prep and The Friends and Parent’s Choir performed these pieces as part of a larger concert on 26th March. Accompanied 

by an orchestra made up of old boys and professionals, our boys made a really super job of it, and have all grown in experience at  

singing in a large choir. 
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Our musicians entertain Denville Hall residents 

Our annual visit to Denville Hall Care Home brings home the power of young people extending a hand across the  

generations through music and performing. At Denville Hall, the residents have all been involved in the music business, theatre or 

television and so have an insight into the dedication that our boys show. We are very proud to represent the school and many 

residents commented on the obvious commitment from the boys.  
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Further Music and Drama Festival success 

On 25th March, Enzo in the Eagles took part in the Finale of the Watford Festival. He was invited to take part since he was 

awarded Gold in the category for own choice poem for Year 1 students. (He had also been awarded Silver in the prose reading 

category.) Additionally at the end of the concert, the adjucator awarded Enzo the Peter Ward shield for being the overall best  

performer in the finale. Also on 25th March Vivaan (5R) was invited to participate in the prize winner’s concert of the Ruislip 

and Northwood Music Festival. He had a hugely successful evening and was awarded trophies for the best Junior piano player, 

best performance in piano examination classes (all ages) and most promising solo pianist aged 17 and under.  Earlier in March 

Aiyush in the Lambs was awarded a Silver medal for reciting his poem ‘The Crocodile’ in the Reception and under class at the 

Watford Festival. He was the youngest medal winner in this year’s competition delivering his poem proudly in his St John’s  

uniform. Very many congratulations to all three boys and everyone who has taken part in Music and Drama Festivals this term. 
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Junior Drama Club presents ‘Revolting Rhymes’ 

On Wednesday 27th March, the curtains opened at 7pm on the Junior Drama Club’s production of Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting 

Rhymes’. Three playlets were performed, starting with the mischievous ‘Goldilocks and The Three Bears’ where the audience 

learned that Goldilocks, who was really quite naughty, was gobbled up by the bears for breakfast. Second to take the stage was 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ where we watched in wonder as the magical beanstalk grew only for Jack to learn that, after his mother 

had been eaten up by the giant, his only way to success was by having a bath! After a short interval, the young actors performed 

their final playlet of ‘Cinderella’ where dancing, missing shoes and chopped off heads was the norm, and Cinderella ended up  

dismissing the Prince for a simple jam maker. Overall, the night was a huge success with lots of laughs from the audience and a 

fantastic opportunity for all the boys involved to take centre stage and show their families what they had been working so hard 

on. Thank you to everyone who supported the evening, parents and staff, and the boys for a wonderful performance. 
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Junior Drama in pictures 
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Year 5 have been learning about the Dutch painter, Vincent van Gogh. They have been drawing sunflowers from life. Here are 

some photos of the boys in action. 

1. Michael  and Aaron  

2. Ishaan  and Joshua  

3. Oscar   

4. Leo 

5. Zian with his final drawing. 

6. Ishaan with his final drawing. 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Tuesday 23rd April: STAFF INSET  

Wednesday 24th April: Beginning of Summer Term (8.25am)  

Thursday 25th April: 

Friday 26th April: 

Monday 29th April: Swimming starts at Merchant Taylors'  

Inter-House Northwood 500 (2.00pm) 

St John's Association Meeting (7.30pm)   

Tuesday 30th April: Junior Maths Challenge (Years 7-8)  

Information Meeting for Year 4 Whitemoor Lakes Trip (4.15pm)  

Wednesday 1st May: Cricket v Westbrook Hay: 1st XI (h), 3rd XI (a) (2.15pm)  

Nearly New Uniform Sale (2.45pm)  

Year 6 Residential Trip Meeting (4.00pm)  

Thursday 2nd May: Visit of the Court of the Merchant Taylors' Company  

Year 4 Cricket Skills Festival at York House (2.00pm)  

Years 3 & 4 Swimming Gala at York House (2.15pm)  

Music for a Summer's Evening (7.00pm)  

Friday 3rd May: Merchant Taylors' Science Challenge (Year 5)  

No Swimming  

Inter-School Northwood 500 (2.00pm)  

Cricket v St Benedict's: U11 A, B, C (a), U10 A, B, C (h) (2.15pm)  

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Activities next term. All Prep School activities will start on 

Monday 29th April with the exception of music activities 

which will start on the first day of term. All Pre-Prep activities 

start on Monday 29th April. 

Reports and Grade Sheets. These are available to view via the 

Parent Portal. 

Exam Revision Guides for Year 5. These are now available to 

view on the Parent Portal. Revision guides for Years 6-8 will be 

available to view on Friday 3rd May. 

Calendars. Your son should have brought home two Summer 

Term calendars today. The calendar can also be found on the 

website and the Parent Portal. 

Summer uniform. Don’t forget that the Pre-Prep and Juniors 

change to summer uniform from the start of next term. 

Junior Drama Collection. Thanks to your generosity after the 

Junior Drama performance of ‘Revolting Rhymes’ we have 

been able to send a cheque to Magic Breakfast for £183.37. 

Newly New Uniform Sale. The next Nearly New Uniform 

Sale is Wednesday 1st May at 2.45pm in the School Library.  

Votes for Schools. Current question: 

Should the government be able to 

take away citizenship 61.5 Yes; 38.5% 

No. Our topic for the start of next term 

is: Should junk food adverts be 

banned? 

House Point Update. Churchill 102.25, Lincoln 100.56, Oates 

99.03, Lawrence 96.75 

Have a super Easter break. We look forward to seeing all the 

boys return refreshed on 24th April. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk

