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What a great way for our boys to get in 

to the festive spirit by being involved in 

the Northwood Hills Christmas Lights 

switch on. Thank you to all of the St 

John's community who supported the 

event and for the continued 

commitment of our special Brass Band. 

The theme for the week has been 

'looking after the environment' with 6M 

leading the thought provoking 

assemblies which included an adapted 

version of the song 'My favourite 

things'.  

I was pleased to present some more 

Bronze Awards for house points and 

also share in the success so far in the 

Primary Mathematics Challenge and 

new Accelerated Reading programme. 

Well done to all of you! 

In sport four boys represented the 

Merchant Taylors' Barbarians in the 

special floodlit matches; we hosted the 

U13A tens competition on Wednesday 

with the team playing some of their best 

rugby of the term; and the U12A 

enjoyed an excellent competition at St 

Edwards, Oxford. Thank you to all the 

parents who supported these major 

events. 

I am looking forward to seeing the U8s 

in the Gayhurst Tournament tomorrow 

and, with great anticipation, welcoming 

you to our Arts Evening next Thursday. 

The boys and staff have been preparing 

extremely hard. Please car share if at all 

possible! 

From the 
Headmaster 

Environmental assemblies 

Marking the start of Switch-Off fortnight our assemblies have focussed on  

looking after our environment. Mr Lawrence and the Eco-Council kicked off the 

week with a presentation on reducing the amount of electricity we use. Then 6M and 

Mrs McSween challenged us on how well we, as individuals, are being stewards of 

our environment. The boys rounded off their assembly with an environmentally 

friendly version of ‘My Favourite Things’ which they had put together in music  

lessons. Hopefully the boys are putting into practice what they have learnt. 
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Primary Maths Challenge results 

In November, Year 5 and Year 6 boys participated in the Maths Association’s Primary Maths Challenge along with  

children from two thousand other schools. The following boys did exceptionally well and have been awarded certificates. We are 

waiting to hear if any of the boys qualify for the bonus round in February. One of the questions was: 

Paige Turner reads twenty pages every morning and half of whatever is left each evening. How many days will it take Paige to 

read a book which has 444 pages? 

A. 3 days   B. 4 days   C. 5 days   D.  6 days   E. a week     (The answer is C. 5 days) 

Bronze Certificate 

Year 6 

Freddie, Charlie, Louis, Rohan, Nishil, 

Aydin 

Year 5 

Benyamin, Yash, Ansh S, Trian, Leo,  

Nayan, Sahib 

Silver Certificate 

Year 6 

Rayaan, Aaryan, Vishwadrik, Ethan, 

Jaidev,  

Year 5 

Aarav, Aryan, Albert, Zac 

Gold Certificate 

Year 6 

Varun, Yusuf, James, Alexander, Neal, 

Raffi, Harman 
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Food tasting in Religious Studies 

Having sat an end of topic test this morning it was time to have some fun thanks to Sam and Aydin who brought in some 

delicious food. We have been studying the Exodus and one of the ways the Israelites prepared to leave Egypt was to make bread 

without yeast. We were able to taste matzo crackers which are the modern day equivalent - the general consensus was that they 

were rather dry! As it is Friday Sam also brought in loaf of challah bread which forms part of the Jewish Friday night meal - this 

went down very well indeed! Aydin’s mum very kindly made samosas which are traditionally eaten during Divali celebrations. 

They were still warm when we tasted them and were really delicious. Thank you to Sam, Aydin and their parents. 
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We can see you! 

This week we have been learning all about our eyes.  Ali’s mummy, Mrs Ismail is an optometrist and she came in to teach us 

all about our eyes and explain what would happen when we visit an opticians. 
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Parachuting in Year 2 

Year 2 have been learning about forces this term and have designed some very effective parachutes in science. They were 

dropped from the balcony in the White House just outside Mr Robinson’s office and he too came to join in the fun. Year 2 tried 

their very best to launch them effectively and fortunately none of them landed on him. 



 

06       06                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              November 23 2018 

‘Girl with Balloon’ stunt 

This week, the Juniors have been finding out about the artist ‘Banksy’, as Votes for Schools asked us to learn about what 

art might be considered to be and his ‘stunt’. Our Junior assembly showed the picture ‘Girl with Balloon’ being sold at auction for 

over $800,000 and then instantly being shredded! In Buddy time, we worked in our pairs across the year groups to put back to-

gether the cut up ‘Girl with Balloon’ picture. It was a tricky challenge but great fun. Lots of us managed to recreate it  

successfully…but then…it got shredded again! 



 

07       07                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              November 23 2018 

‘Girl with Balloon’ stunt 
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U10 teams v Gayhurst Friday 16th November 
U10 A v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Sahib B 1 

Outstanding performances: Oliver O 

The U10 A team faced a very tight  

defence which they finally broke with a 

very good fast break down the wing from 

Sahib. The boys worked hard both in  

defence and attack with Oliver producing 

exceptional cover tackles. Gayhurst tries 

in both halves came after stiff resistance. 

The key going forward is for the team to 

move the ball a little wider and away from 

the busy centre of the pitch. Their off 

loads are good and rucking improving 

every match. This would then bring a 

more complete picture to their efforts.  

U10 B v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Aryan 2, Zac 1, Daniel 1 

Outstanding performances: Daniel for 

his outstanding solo try 

Gayhurst are never a side to be  

underestimated and even though they 

turned up late, they were certainly ready 

to play from the first whistle. St John’s 

were also up for the challenge and scores 

were exchanged by both sides for most of 

the first half of the match. However, a 

couple of moments of uncharacteristic 

disarray from the home side allowed 

Gayhurst to extend their lead after the 

break. A special mention must go to  

Daniel for producing the moment of the 

match with his outstanding solo try,  

running from one end of the pitch to the 

other and beating pretty much the whole 

Gayhurst defence in the process.  
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U10 teams v Gayhurst Friday 16th November 
U10 C v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Joshua 3, Hamza 2,  

Nayan 2, Vihaan 2, Aaron 2, Aarav 1 

Outstanding performances: Aaron 

This was an outstanding performance 

from the team. The boys played  

exceptionally well in all aspects of the 

game. In defence the tackling was strong 

and the contact areas were assertive with 

controlled physicality. There were some 

brilliant individual tries and the support 

play and off-loading was remarkable 

considering the wet weather. The area 

we need to focus on in training is ball 

presentation on the floor and on our 

feet. Congratulations to all the boys for 

a magnificent game.  

U10 D v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Ansh A 5, Vivaan 1,  

Niam 1 

Outstanding performances: The 

whole team 

We started playing uphill and Gayhurst 

played well with the ball in hand. They 

managed to score 3 tries to our 1 try 

before half time. We battled hard but at 

times we need to move the ball earlier to 

other supporting players. In the second 

half with the slope we scored 6 good 

tries and we started to pass the ball 

much more to each other. Ansh A  

always looked strong on the ball and 

Vivaan scored an excellent team try in 

the corner. Niam took the ball with no 

space and scorched down the right wing 

to score a brilliant try. Well played to all 

the boys in this side.  
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Barbarians v Caldicott at MTS 16th November 

Last Friday Asikoo, Ethan, Amos and Blake enjoyed training and playing with the MTS Colts and U10 Barbarian teams at 

Merchant Taylors’ School.  The boys greatly enjoyed the opportunity to be coached by the Merchant Taylors’ staff and play on 

the first team pitch under lights.  The Barbarian Blue team then played the Barbarian Black team in a very open, physical and 

close match.  Ethan scored two tries, one in each half, with some fantastic evasive running. Asikoo also played really well, carrying 

the ball strongly, making many good line breaks and off-loading to support players. Amos and Blake also held their own and inte-

grated really well in their team. After the matches, we enjoyed some hot food and hospitality before the boys formed an honour 

guard for the 1st XV who played against Blue Coat School.  Well done to all the boys! 
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Trip to England v Japan at Twickenham 17th Nov 

It was an autumnal day as the chariot pulled away from St John’s with Mr. Pawson at the reigns. The 15 boys from years 7 

and 8 swung low and swung high as their chariot made its way to the Twickenham arena for the battle ahead. We greeted the 

England warriors as they paraded in front of us ahead of the commencement of the game. We roared and then gasped as Japan 

drew first blood. Could we recover from the devastating injury inflicted by Leitch (not me!)? Half way through, we weren’t  

panicking but we had work to do to turn around a deficit of 10-15. Eddie Jones’s half time talk must have been inspiring as  

England roared like lions in the second half. Cokanasiga, tutored by Mr Phillips, in his debut match played his part as one of the 

heroes to pass the try line. A fantastic day, enjoyed by all, watching a victorious England with a final score of 35 – 15 to England. 

Alex (8L) 
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U9 teams v Davenies 20th November 
U9 Ireland v Davenies 

Try scorers: Armaan 2, Kush 1, Luca 1, Mithil 2, Emeka 2, 

Oliver 7, Adam 1 

Outstanding performances: Oliver 

This was a great game in cold and wet conditions. The St John’s 

team ran with the ball with great conviction and there were some 

fine individual evasive skills and tries scored. The defensive  

communication and line speed was excellent, which put pressure on 

the Davenies team throughout the game. The tackling needed to  

improve in the second half as there were a number of missed tackles 

in the first half, but a number of players, in particular Oliver, made 

numerous tackles, which prevented many a try. This was an open 

game and the boys did exceptionally well in freezing conditions. 

Congratulations to the whole team. Well done.  

U9 Australia v Davenies 

Try scorers: Jamie1, George L 13, Aarav 2, Yash 1 

Outstanding performances: George L 

The boys played some excellent rugby in this match. We were  

putting Davenies under so much pressure with our line speed in  

defence. Special mention goes to Yash for his tackling. When we had 

ball in hand we looked very dangerous, we passed the ball very well 

down the line, which helped to unleash George on the wing who ran 

through their whole team several times. Overall a superb  

performance by all the players, it was a performance to be proud off. 

Well Done boys.  

U9 Wales v Davenies 

Try scorers: George G 2, Rahul 1, Rehaan 2 

Outstanding performances: Rehaan 

In the first half we found it hard to break through the Davenies  

defence. Added to this we had too many players playing as  

individuals and with the cold weather the ball was knocked on. 

Davenies had some strong runners who burst through on a number 

of occasions to score some tries. In the second half, we started to 

pass the ball and the game opened up for us. Rehaan and George ran 

strongly but the best try was scored by Rehaan when the ball was 

passed 12 times amongst the team from left to right. If only we had 

played like this in the first half. Well done for a great second half.  



 

13       13                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             November 23 2018 

U9 teams v Davenies 20th November 
U9 New Zealand v Davenies 

Try scorers: Jimi 3, Rafi 3, Shane 3, 

Nishant 2, Oliver 2, Satyen 1, Adam 

1, Emerson 1, Alistair 1, Kush 1 

Outstanding performances:  

The whole team 

A bigger focus on passing and link up 

play in this fixture and as the list of 

try scorers portray, a brilliant team 

effort. Really good tackles on display 

too but we will have to learn and aim 

for a bit more consistency in defence 

in order to address conceding too 

many tries going forwards. Also 

pleasing to see some ‘draw and  

passes’ just before the try line to beat 

defenders easily. On a couple of  

occasions we were unlucky to’ knock 

on’ a beautiful move but this is  

certainly the right mind-set going  

forwards. Well done!  

U9 England v Davenies 

Try scorers: James 4, Roshan 2, 

Anay 2, Mihir 1, Kian 1, Krish 1 

Outstanding performances:  

James C 

The boys attacked well with strong 

running from James, and fast elusive 

carries generally. Their off loading 

especially from Luke and Krish was 

very effective. In defence the boys 

worked very hard but need to come 

forward to meet the opposition more 

and get closer to the ball carriers 

when making the tackles. Overall a 

very good performance in the cold 

weather. 
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U12 A at St Edwards Tournament 21st November 

Congratulations to the U12 A team representing St John’s in the St Edwards rugby festival in Oxford. It was a 

cold afternoon but this did not deter the team from playing positive and exciting rugby on the day. Their overall  

development and progress as a squad was very evident on the day and Mr Kruger was extremely pleased to note this. 

Good leadership and strong communication from Oliver the captain. As a squad we must listen to this and in the main 

react quicker. Spreading out and defensive organisation are two key targets going forwards. The highlight of the  

afternoon must be when the boys were able to meet two professional rugby players from Wasps, Tom West and Will 

Stuart. The boys also won a fully signed England rugby jersey and for some of them, this comes four days after their 

visit to Twickenham stadium where England managed to beat Japan 35 - 15. Very exciting indeed!  

v Campion 5-10 loss (Oliver), v St Hugh’s 10-5 win (Oliver 2), v Ashfold 10-5 win (Oliver, Bradley),  

v Beachborough 5-10 loss (Louis), v Dragon 0-25 loss 
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St John’s U13 A rugby festival 21st November 

We hosted our annual U13’s 10’s rugby festival with visiting teams from Caldicott B, St Alban’s, St John’s Beaumont,  

Davenies and Belmont. Each school played five matches. We watched some great rugby with all the teams playing attacking and 

free flowing rugby which really showed up all the skills and commitment levels of all the players who attended the festival. St 

John’s played very well and only lost one match to St Alban’s and were convincing winners against the other schools. I would also 

like to thank Mrs Jones and all the Year 8 parents who helped serve and provide the wonderful food for all the guests on the day.  

v Caldicott B won 6-0 (Netanel 2, Skye 2, Alex 2), v St Albans lost 2-1 (Skye), v Davenies won 2-1 (Netanel 1, Skye 1),  

v Belmont won 4-2 (Aadil 1, Rohan 1, Skye 1, Alex 1)  
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U13 B team v Caldicott 21st November 

This was a keenly contested match between two equally balanced teams. The St John’s team started sprightly and 

showed some great individual running, passing and interplay in both the backs and forwards. Our ball carrying was 

strong and we gained great territorial advantage from this. However, against the complete run of play and a turn over 

the Caldicott team managed to score a try. The St John’s team were determined to get back on equal terms and great 

inroads were made from our forward pack, which led to a well taken finish and try from Joseph. Caldicott got back 

into the game and pressurised us hard and our defence gave way eventually to another try. Again the St John’s team 

finished strongly and scored a well taken try from Shivank. Congratulations to all the boys, well done. 10-10 draw 

(Joseph, Shivank). Outstanding performance: Shaan 
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U8 teams v Belmont 22nd November 
U8 New Zealand v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Leo 1, Aubrey 1, Bailey 1 

We played well in parts but too often we ran with the ball on 

our own. We had some good attacks with Bailey, Leo and 

others but we really needed to move the ball much quicker 

after the tag. In support we still need to run onto the ball. 

We defended well and improved throughout the game.  

U8 New Zealand v Gayhurst 

Try Scorers: Bailey 1 

In the second match we started to move the ball so much 

better and near the end of the match we could have scored a 

few tries but great defence from Gayhurst. Bailey scored a 

super try but certainly things to work on for the next  

matches.  

U8 Ireland v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Marcus 3, Joshua 1, Thomas 1, Ali 1 

The boys played very well and the passing and link play  

between all the players was excellent. Marcus ran very well 

and was supported throughout the match by Thomas and 

Joshua. This was a super start by the side.  

U8 Ireland v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Matthew 1, Marcus 2, Joshua 1, Thomas 1  

Against Gayhurst, the team continued from last time with 

determined running and good passing to each other which 

enabled us to score a number of tries. The players ran 

straight and were able to breach the opposition defence. But 

what was most impressive was the general team play. A great 

game by the St John’s players. 

U8 England v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Freddie 1, Harry 1 

The U8 England team played exceptionally well in extremely 

cold conditions. There was some outstanding individual  

running, passing and catching in both halves of the match. 

The team did very well in defence and managed many touch-

es during the game. All the boys enjoyed their game which 

was played in a great spirit. Congratulations and well done boys.  
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U8 teams v Belmont 22nd November 
U8 England v Gayhurst 

Try Scorers: Freddie 4, Kayhan 1, Harry 2 

This was a brilliant game of rugby by the England 

U8 rugby team. The running, passing and  

catching was excellent in very cold weather  

conditions. There were some great individual tries 

from the St John’s team and the boys made many 

touches on their opposition. The team attacked 

and defended brilliantly throughout the match 

and all the boys had fun playing. Congratulations 

to all the boys well done.  

U8 Australia v Belmont 

Try Scorers: Neel 2, Aayan 1, Alex S 1 

U8 Australia v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Rohan 2, Vineel 1, Neel 2 

Good attacking play by all players with some great 

forward running but need to pass more down the 

line in order to exploit the space. We were putting 

pressure on both teams with our defence with 

some great linespeed to force turnovers by getting 

quick touches. A very positive performance from 

everyone and it's great to see so many boys get on 

the score sheet. Well played!  

U8 Wales v Belmont 

Try scorers: Zain 1 

U8 Wales v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Zain 1, Khyan 1, Dhruv 1,  

Owen 1, Mehul 1, Ebi 1 

In their first match the boys defended well and all 

ran hard. Their attack tended to be very bunched 

up so we agreed to try and get bigger passes in the 

second match which they had a good go at,  

ending in a lot more tries being scored. Note 

should be made for Owen and Zain with good all 

round performance, Khyan, Mustafa and Hrishi 

for their passing and Dhruv, Mehul, Ebi for their 

defence.  
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Big Switch-On in Northwood Hills 

The festive season officially started last Saturday as the Brass Band joined many children from Hillside Infant and Junior 

Schools and Harlyn School to mark the Big Switch-On of the Northwood Hills Christmas lights. Each school took turns to  

perform to the hundreds of local residents gathered round and we all joined together to sing various carols and Christmas songs. 

Matthew presented Mrs Selwood with a bouquet of flowers on behalf of the Northwood Residents Association to thank her and 

wish her all the best as she retires from St John’s and this event at the end of term. Councillor John Morgan, the Major of  

Hillingdon then led everyone in the countdown to the Big Switch-On which lit up the lovely Christmas tree, donated by St John’s, 

and all the lights along Joel Street. A super way to bring in the seasonal festivities. 
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Learning about levers and linkages 

Year 4 have been finding out about levers and linkages this week by looking at some common household items. Being  

curious about how existing products work really helps our pupils when designing and making for themselves. 
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1. Year 3 has been adding finishing touches to their Egyp-

tian mummified cats. 

2. This tasty drawing is by Shaan in 8L. 

3. Lucas and Albert in Year 5 have been helping out with 

some prop making. Miss Gillen is looking forward to 

seeing this on stage in our production of Way out West, 

next week. 

4. Xerxes in 6S is working on his impressionist painting. 

1 

2 3 4 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 24th November: Rugby: U8 A Tag Tournament at Gayhurst 

(9.30am) 

Monday 26th November: Rugby v St. Martin’s: U13 A & U12 A (h) (3.15pm) 

Tuesday 27th November: Arts Evening Dress Rehearsal (9.15am) 

Rugby v Caldicott & Gayhurst: U9 A, B, C, D (a) at Caldicott (2.00pm) 

Wednesday 28th November: Hockey v Haileybury: U13 A (h), U12 A, B, C 

(a) (2.30pm) 

Thursday 29th November: Rugby v UCS: U8 A, B, C, D, E (h) (2.30pm) 

Arts Evening (6.30pm) 

Friday 30th November: Rugby v The Beacon: U10 A, B, C, D, E (a) (2.30pm) 

Colts House Rugby 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Arts Evening. The Arts Evening is on 29th November at 

6.30pm and you are all warmly invited to what promises to be a 

great evening. You will be able to view some of the fantastic Art 

and D&T work which has gone on this term as well as hear our 

many musical groups perform. In the second half Senior Drama 

presents ‘Way Out West.’ 

Christmas Jumper Day. Thursday 

13th December is Christmas Jumper 

Day at St John’s and all boys are 

encouraged to take part to raise 

money for Children In Need. More 

details will follow shortly but be on 

the look-out for those festive  

woollies or some simple ways of 

decorating any jumper. 

Stem Den. Our Stem Den program is on the website! We have 

lots of fun, exciting and educational activities planned over the 

Christmas holidays, 17th to 21st December, at St. Johns. Aimed 

at all ages from 5 to 13 and open to both boys and girls we have 

something for everyone. To find out more or to book  

click here.  

Christmas Bazaar. This fantastic school occasion is only 

weeks week away on Saturday 8th December, starting at 

10.30am. This hugely popular annual event offers something 

for all the family. Children will be delighted by arts and crafts 

and entertained by a variety of games including the ever popular 

human fruit machine. Parents can enjoy browsing our stalls and 

doing some Christmas shopping. There will be jewellery, toys, 

books, culinary goodies and all manner of Christmas delights on 

offer. A variety of food and drink will be available, from cakes 

and candyfloss to hot dogs, burgers and a glass of mulled wine, 

and the raffle will give you a chance to win some great prizes. 

Last, but not least, there might just be a visit from Father 

Christmas..........  

Votes for Schools. Last week’s question:  ‘Do you think 

Banksy’s recent stunt is art?’ Yes 63.1%, No 36.9%.  Question 

for next week: ‘Should education be a top priority in times of 

crisis’ Please discuss at home over the weekend. 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 47.26, 2nd Lincoln 46.00, 

3rd Oates 45.65, 4th Lawrence 45.39 

Have a relaxing weekend. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
http://www.stemden.co.uk/
http://www.stemden.co.uk/

