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  St John’s School Weekly Newsletter     Issue 183 

Welcome to this week's issue of The 
Lamb which reflects on many of the 
activities and the boys' achievements. 

There has been huge excitement in the 
Robins and Squirrels this week with the 
arrival of five duckling eggs from 
Norfolk. They were even able to see one 
hatch in front of them! The Lambs have 
enjoyed sampling their home-grown 
cress sandwiches. 

Congratulations to the Year 8 team who 
retained the Merchant Taylors' 
Company General Knowledge Quiz. 
Our Northwood 500 team also managed 
to win the Inter-School competition last 
Friday. A huge thank you to Mr 
Horrocks for his incredibly hard work in 
setting up the event. 

In assembly Benyamin, Albert and 
Aaron delivered thoughtful 
presentations on the protection of our 
world focussing on endangered animals 
and islands in the Indian Ocean. 

Year 7 enjoyed an excellent day at 
Epping Forest combining some 
geography field work with science. 

In sport well done to all the cricket 
teams on their successful start to the 
season and all the best to our 1st XI in 
the Belmont Cricket Tournament this 
weekend.  

Finally, I would like to wish our Year 2, 
4, 6, 7 and 8 boys and staff all the best 
for their residential trips next week. I 
look forward to hearing about them 
next Friday. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Merchant Taylors’ Quiz Winners 

On Tuesday six Year 8 boys represented St John's in the annual Merchant  

Taylors' Associated Schools Quiz.  Last year we won the competition and were 

under strict instruction to return the trophy safely, which we did.  We enjoyed a 

brief tour of the Hall and learnt some interesting facts, some of which resurfaced as 

questions in the quiz.  After the tour, we enjoyed lunch before getting down to the 

important business of the quiz in the Great Hall.  Despite a slow first round, the 

boys quickly settled into competition. Zain was selected by the team to represent to 

partake in the buzzer quick fire round.  He performed so strongly answering  

correctly four out of the first five questions asked, that he was asked to sit down 

and let the other contestants have an opportunity to answer the remaining  

questions. In the end, we tied for first which meant we went into a buzzer final with 

the first to win by two answers. Zain was not allowed to partake so the team turned 

to Shivank, who answered the first two questions correctly to win the trophy again 

for St John’s. All the team had a fantastic time at the wonderful Merchant Taylors’ 

Hall and returned home victorious. The team was: Zain, Slava, Shivank, Matthew, 

Krish, Shivam. An excellent team performance, well done boys! Let’s see if we can 

make it 3 years in a row next year!  
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Merchant Taylors’ Science Challenge 3rd May 

Four Year 5 boys represented us in the annual Science Challenge at Merchant Taylors’, Arav, Ansh, Oscar and Leo. Five 

school teams participated and the competition consisted of practical tasks in the subjects of Chemistry, Biology and Physics. So 

from testing gasses produced using hydrochloric acid on marble chips to carrying out PH testing using cabbage and making  

electromagnets to building bridges, the boys worked as a team and carried out these various tasks.  One unique addition to this 

year’s challenge was to predict which of the following colours - lilac, green, orange and red the following solutions would give off 

under a Bunsen burner flame; sodium, copper, lithium and potassium. Points were awarded for the correct answers. Each team’s 

efforts were assessed by the panel of judges and given marks. Working extremely hard and diligently our team of boys performed 

extremely well. The end result was so close and only a handful of points separated the teams who all performed exceptionally 

well.  
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Year 5 boys lead assemblies 

This week three boys from Year 5, Aaron, Albert and Benyamin used their initiative and presented assemblies on protecting 

endangered species and vulnerable parts of the world. All three boys prepared slides and spoke confidently, answering questions 

from the floor in a very mature manner. Albert and Benyamin have set up a JustGiving page for their charity which is supporting 

WWF, links to which are below. Well done to them all. https://benyaminahmed.github.io/bigcatconservationists  

https://benyaminahmed.github.io/bigcatconservationists
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Year 7 trip to Epping Forest 

On Tuesday the Year 7 boys travelled to the Epping Forest Fieldwork Centre in Essex. The aim was to give the boys an  

understanding of fieldwork and carry out various surveys in order to gauge the visitor impact on Epping Forest. In the morning 

we concentrated our study on an area known as the Pillow Mounds where a great deal of erosion and soil compaction has taken 

place. The boys worked in groups of fours and fives, using 30 metre tapes, metre rulers, quadrats and penetrometers. They  

certainly got stuck in and enjoyed it! They will complete a project on their findings by the end of this term. As this was a com-

bined Geography and Science trip, the afternoon session was devoted to pond-dipping. A great deal of fun was had here! The 

ponds were alive with creatures and the boys found many of them, including newts and many dragonfly larvae. A great day was 

had by all and we all agreed that our tutor, Lorna was outstanding. She was a great advert for the Fieldwork Centre! Thanks to Mr 

Jenkins and Mr Hodson for coming on the trip with us and helping out with the boys. Mr Murphy. 



 

05       05                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            May 10 2019 

New arrivals in the Science department 

The Science Labs have had some new arrivals after the birth of the Bluetit chicks last week (see last week’s Lamb!)  Our local 

Naturalist, Ayub, who has visited the school many times, thought the boys would like to look after a snake. He is a corn snake 

and we have named him Bruce. The other visitors are five Fire Bellied Toads. We haven’t named them yet.   
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Cross curricular cheese tasting in Year 2 

Year 2 was not perhaps the most pleasant smelling place in St John’s earlier this week when the boys tasted various cheeses 

from around the world. This complemented our Around the World geography topic and enabled to boys to produce some very 

effective graphs and tally charts. The experience was educative and mostly enjoyable, not everyone liked the smell of parmesan, 

and a great introduction to data handling in maths. 
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Growing and tasting in the Lambs 

The Lambs planted cress seeds, watered them and left them in the sunlight. They watched the cress seeds grow and were also 

able to look at the roots growing underneath. Then they made cress sandwiches which were delicious! 
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Inter-School Northwood 500 Friday 3rd May 

Last Friday nine boys from Year 8 took part in the Inter-School Northwood 500 against five other schools; Davenies, 

Willington, Edge Grove, Belmont and The Beacon. The weather was nice with it being not too cold and with there was very little 

rain. The teams of nine boys were split into three teams, A, B and C. Each group of three had to carry a large wooden baton 

about 1.5m tall by 9 cm in diameter. At the start of the event each A group from each school lined up at the start with each team 

going off every 1-2 minutes until they all finished and so on with the B and C groups. We started our A group with Netanel, Alex 

and Matthew, who got a fast time of 5:53, which was the third fastest time in the A bracket. Our B group was Rohan, Yuri and 

Zain with a time of 5:38, the fastest time in the B bracket. Our final C group was made up of Josh, Reece and Joseph who came 

second in the C bracket with a time of 5:40. The fastest time of the day was taken by the Belmont C group, who got a time of 

5:27, with our B and C teams getting the 2nd and 3rd fastest times overall. In the end our time added up to 17:12 which was one 

minute ahead of the runners-up, The Beacon, which made us the winners for the first time in a long while. Yuri (8C) 
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U10 A & B v St Benedict’s Friday 3rd May 
U10 A v St Benedict’s (home) Won by 27 runs 

Zak 22 runs, Nayan 12, Sahib B 3 wickets, Hamza 2 

wickets, Aryan 2 wickets 

Outstanding performance: Aryan for his fine  

contribution with bat, ball and in the field with 3 

catches 

We played this match under the new Under 10 rules, 

where the batsmen had two lives each and had to retire 

at 25 runs. This meant that the bowlers from both sides 

had to work hard to remove the opposition batsmen, but 

the batsmen quite enjoyed having that extra chance to 

accumulate some runs. St John’s batted first and started 

to score quickly through Zak and Hamza, but Nayan, 

Oliver and Aryan were also crucial to us reaching what 

turned out to be a match-winning total of 117 runs after 

18 overs. The St John’s effort in the field when St  

Benedict’s batted was extremely impressive and wickets 

fell quickly due to fine bowling and fielding, including 

three catches by Aryan, three wickets for Sahib and an 

excellent run out from Ruben’s powerful throw from the 

boundary to Zak behind the stumps. Very well done to 

the whole team and a great way to start the season.  

U10 B v St Benedict’s (home) Won by 9 wickets 

St Benedict’s 25 for 9 

St John’s 26 for the loss of no wickets 

Outstanding performance: Vivaan for taking 2 

wickets 

St Benedict’s batted first and the St John’s team bowled 

and fielded very well. The opposition found it hard to 

score runs and as the wickets tumbled we were able to 

put more pressure on the opposition. All around the 

pitch the fielding was sharp and we were able to stop 

numerous scoring chances. Aaron did very well as wicket 

keeper and he was supported by the other fielders. We 

had two good run outs and Yash took a brilliant catch to 

dismiss the last batsman. Aaron and Ishaan opened the 

batting and they played very well and we got the runs 

fairly comfortably. This was a great team performance. 

Well done!  
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U11 A & B v St Benedict’s Friday 3rd May 
U11 A v St Benedict’s (away) Won by 10 wickets 

St Benedict’s full innings 124 for 6, St John’s 127 for 0 off 17.1 

overs 

Outstanding performances: Harman 50 off 33 (retired), Arian 48 off 

52 not out, Vish 2 for 1 off 2 overs 

A really good start to kick off the cricket season. St Benedict’s won the toss 

and opted to bat first. They had two really strong openers who really went for 

it in the first 8 overs. It was evident that these were two key wickets to take. 

Harman took a stunning catch when the batter tried to play it straight over 

Reece’s head into the ‘V’. This really got the troops rallied up. The very next 

over saw a stunning bit of fielding and run out to dismiss the other key batter. 

The boys concluded this innings being really focussed and motivated, Vish 

with an impressive 2 for 1 off 2 overs. Everyone got to bowl and it was great to see the boys applying and working on some of 

the valuable bits of feedback from the training sessions we’ve had. Captain and vice-captain, Arian and Harman opened for St 

John’s. Both were solid and composed in their selections and decision making resulting in Harman scoring an impressive half 

century off 33 balls and Arian 48 off 52 balls. Harman retired thus bringing in Nishil who was also going strong with 17 runs off 

18 balls. Really well done indeed.  

U11 B v St Benedict’s (away) Won by 8 wickets 

St Benedict’s 95 all out off 19.0 overs, St John’s 2 for 97 off 16.4 

overs 

Outstanding performances: Nikhil took 2 wickets for 3 runs off 2 overs 

and batted well, scoring 6 off the bat but staying in for a partnership of 55 

runs with Sam G. Sam G 17 not out. Yusuf also scored 10 runs.  

The first match of the season can always be tricky.  We played a 20 over 

match. St Benedict’s batted first. We bowled well but went to sleep a little in 

the middle of the innings and let St Benedict’s have some easy runs. Everyone 

bowled 2 overs.  Nikhil, Edward and Rohan took 2 wickets, Yusuf, Zreh and 

Noah took one wicket each and we had one good run out. Louis kept wicket very well but needs to move into the stumps more 

quickly. Raayan was out for a diamond duck and yusuf prompted himself up the order by being ready to come in. Yusuf and Sam 

G put on a good stand with some quick runs before Yusuf ran himself out in a mix up. Nikhil cam in and steady the innings with 

some solid defensive batting.  A really pleasing effort all round. Well done Colts B!  

U11 C v St Benedict’s (away) Won by 9 wickets 

St Benedict’s 98 all out, St John’s 99 for 2 

Outstanding performances: The whole team and Hilkesh for 36 runs 

The team had a relaxed but strong start to the season against St Benedict's C team. Our bowling was opened well by Alexander 

who claimed two wickets in his first over. The bowling was consistent during the game which built up the pressure on St  

Benedict’s to score runs. In the second set of ten overs our bowling was a bit out of shape but our fielding was superb. Our  

wicket keeper Charlie got a wicket and David’s fielding and throwing was very accurate which paid off as he got a wicket. St  

Benedict’s batting was strong but we managed to always get the ball back to the bowler before two runs could be scored, which 

helped to keep the score down. To open our batting was Hilkesh and Charlie who batted exceptionally well and got 53 runs  

between them but sadly they had to retire after 10 overs. The second set of ten overs was a bit harder. Gigi and Cyrus opened the 

batting scoring some well needed runs to get the team off to a good start. Unfortunately Cyrus got out after the fifth over. We 

remained strong and we fought as hard as we could for the last remaining overs. We played with confidence and we saw the game 

through to the end. Well done boys and great team work. 
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Northwood FC U13’s win tournament 
Northwood FC U13's - 

Great Yarmouth Football 

Tournament Winners 2019 

The team rose early on  

Saturday morning for the 15 

minute drive to the football 

grounds from the caravan park 

base. The cold, wet, blustery 

day was set in and the boys 

were slow to start up in the 

opening tough evenly fought 

match. Unfortunately,  

matching the weather,  

Northwood FC U13’s were 

not at their very best and nar-

rowly lost the opening match 1

-0. However, now warmed up 

on both a mental and physical 

level the team started the  

second match with great vigour, winning with conviction, 6-2; the final two matches of the day were also successful, winning the 

first game 2-0, then defeating the U13 County champions of Manchester 2-1! This put Northwood into second place in the  

Tournament League, ready for the challenge of two further matches the next day. 

On Sunday, after a good warm up the team was ready, knowing that if they could win both matches they’d have an excellent 

chance to reach the final. The next match was crucial as they were playing the team that were the overnight league leaders.  

However, with immense belief and determination Northwood won 2-1, the next match would determine the placings, which were 

likely to be decided on goal difference. The boys got off to a good start scoring early and confidence was high. The final score 

was 8-0 and Northwood would definitely be in the Final. As the other scores came in Northwood did not have to rely solely on 

goal tally as they were top of the league by 1 point with a massive goal difference of 15. 

Later that day the team were determined to put in a good performance to try and win the Final, after disappointingly being  

runners up on several previous occasions.The opposition from Dunstable, turned out to be the only team that had beaten  

Northwood by a single goal in the first match on Saturday and they were strong, but lacked the discipline of the Northwood boys. 

Late in the first half a cross was met by Mason who rose above all the defence to score an amazing header beating the keeper and 

giving Northwood the lead. In the second half the team were focussed and with brilliant teamwork any attack by the opposition 

was proficiently suppressed and dealt with by a strong defence supported by a whole team effort. The whistle blew for full-time 

and Northwood FC were crowned the winners of the U13’s group of the Great Yarmouth Tournament. Match won  1-0 

5 of the team of 12 were St John’s boys and were highlighted in the honours. Skye scored 5 goals, only outscored by Oliver, 

who was the top goal scorer of the two days, scoring 8 goals of the 21 scored, deservedly voted the Player of the Tournament by 

team-mates & Player of the Tournament by the Coaches! Mason’s header won the match final for the team and (Safe Hands) 

Max,(Year 7) who made some magnificent saves throughout the weekend, won the Parents vote of Player of the Tournament. 

The defence, including Jamie, were statistically the best defensive team, only conceding 5 goals throughout the tournament!  Well 

done boys! Honours were presented by the ex England player Darren Bent. 
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Designer Day at Belmont! 

On Thursday, eight Year 6 boys went by minibus to Belmont School with Mrs McSween and Mr Newman to a D&T  

Designer Day. We were given a talk by Lionel Correya, a designer who works for j-me. He has designed many items including a 

toothbrush holder and sand timer. We were then given our own design challenge to design a cologne or perfume bottle and the 

packaging. It was a really educational and fun day. 
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1 & 2. Kian and Andreas have designed these lovely lino prints 

based on Spring imagery. 

3 & 4. Shay and Oliver are in the process of painting a  

beautiful Koi Carp using watercolour. 

5. Aiden and Ebrahim working hard on their mosaic tables. 

1 2 3 

4 5 
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After-school activities next week 
Due to the residential trips next week there is a modified after-school activity programme. All activities below are running as 

normal. If your activity is not on this list then unfortunately it will not be taking place. 

Monday 13th May 

Years 3-4 Puzzle Club 

Years 3-4 Lego Club 

Year 4 Nature Trail Club 

Year 3 Golf Club 

Years 5 Gardening Club 

Years 5 Board Games Club 

Tuesday 14th May 

Year 3 Art Club 

Year 3 Rounders Club 

Years 3-5 Horse Riding Club 

Year 5 Cricket 

 

Wednesday 15th May 

Year 5 Golf Club 

 

 

 

Thursday 16th May 

Year 5 Athletics Club 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 11th May: Belmont U13 Cricket Festival (12.00pm) 

Monday 13th May: Activities Week 

Years 6-8 Residential Trips Depart 

Year 5 Examinations 

3+ Parents Information Evening (7.00pm) 

Tuesday 14th May: Year 5 Examinations 

Happy Puzzle Company Workshop (Years 3-5) 

Year 2 Swimming 

Pre-Prep Parents’ Evening (3.30pm-5.30pm) 

Wednesday 15th May: Year 4 Trip to Whitemoor Lakes Departs  

Year 5 Trip to RAF Hendon 

Year 2 PGL Residential Trip Departs 

Year 1 Swimming 

Thursday 16th May: Year 5 History Workshop 

Year 3 Trip to Ashridge Estate 

Friday 17th May: Years 2, 4, 6-8 Residential Trips Return 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Residential Trip news. This year you will be able to follow all 

our residential trips on Twitter although please be aware that 

the signal at some of our destinations can be rather intermittent! 

Staff will aim to tweet daily with updates. 

Open Morning. This takes place on Wednesday 22nd May at 

9.15am. Please invite any friends or family to this event who are 

considering sending their son here. It is a fabulous opportunity 

to see the school in action! 

Drop-off and pick-up reminder. Unless you are using the 

drop-off facility next to the Pre-Prep in the morning you should 

always park in a marked bay. Please do not simply stop on the 

one-way system and drop or collect your son is it is dangerous 

and it causes delay for everyone else. 

Change of swimming days next week. Year 2 will swim on 

Tuesday and Year 1 on Wednesday because of the Year 2  

residential trip. 

Residential trips departure times on Monday: 

Year 6 trip to Northumbria 8.00am 

Year 7 trip to Normandy 5.00am 

Year 8 trip to Knapp House 7.00am 

Attain magazine. The latest publication of this publication, 

which is produced in partnership with the IAPS, is available to 

read via this link: Attain 

Revision Guides. A reminder that these are available on the 

Parent Portal for Years 5-8. 

Summer Concert Collection. Thanks to your generosity we 

raised £198.46 for Magic Breakfast after the Summer Concert 

last Thursday. 

Votes for Schools. Current question: Is it fair to shut down a 

city over climate change? This question will run until Friday 

17th May. 

House Point Totals: Churchill 111.25; Lincoln 108.20; 

Oates 107.34; Lawrence 104.08 

All the best to our boys departing on Monday and Wednesday 

for their various trips and we look forward to hearing all about 

your time away. 

Enjoy the weekend and some early nights for Year 5 before 

their exams next week. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
https://attain.education/latest



