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Welcome to this week's edition of The Lamb. 

I felt extremely proud to watch our boys at 

the Merchant Taylors' Schools ‘Concert of 

Remembrance and Hope' to mark the 100th 

anniversary of the end of First World War. 

Speaking to them this week it is clear that we 

have all been able to reflect on what has 

happened in the past and that the experience 

of performing in such a magnificent venue 

will stay with them for a lifetime. At the same 

time Shivam, Reece and Ebrahim laid a 

wreath at the Northwood Service of 

Remembrance. 

In PHSCEE everyone has been discussing 

issues relating to the difficult subject of 

bullying with Year 8 focussing in their 

assembly presentation on how everyone is 

special with different qualities. 

I would like to draw your attention to the Art 

section on page 21 which gives another 

glimpse of the outstanding pieces the boys 

produce. 

This last seven days has seen a busy schedule 

of sports fixtures with no less than 17 teams 

taking to the field for rugby matches. The 

U12A team were up against a strong 

Davenies team under lights at Merchant 

Taylors' but kept going to the end. All the best 

to the boys who are playing for the Barbarians 

tonight and I hope the party attending the 

England v Japan game enjoy the experience 

of Twickenham. 

Good luck to all those musicians who are 

taking part in the Northwood Christmas 

Lights Big Switch On tomorrow afternoon. 

Have a super weekend. 

From the 
Headmaster 

We will remember them 

St John’s Chamber Choir was proud to play it’s part in the Merchant Taylors’ 

schools concert in the Birmingham Symphony Hall to mark the 100th anniversary of 

the First World War Armistice on 11th November 2018. Joining forces with eleven 

schools from across the country who maintain links with the Merchant Taylors’ 

Company in a ‘Concert of Remembrance and Hope’, our boys sang ‘Do You Hear 

the People Sing’, ‘The Armed Man’ and Mozart’s ‘Requiem’ as well as Matthew (8L)

playing ‘The Last Post’ and Netanel (8L) reading an extract from a letter sent by 2nd 

Lieutenant Charles Marriot of the Second Salford Pals. Artwork from Adam (old 

boy), Aryan (5K) and Andreas (7J) and a moving poem by our old Head Boy,  

Dominic was included in the commemorative programme.  
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Birmingham Symphony Hall concert 

The parents and staff who came to Birmingham to listen to us sing were convinced that it was an experience that their  

children will never forget. The first half consisted of performances by ensembles from each of the schools attending interspersed 

with readings and film archive footage from the First World War. The range of composers and styles was extensive, and the 

standard was quite exceptional. St John's boys had worked together so musically to produce their performance of ‘Do You Hear 

the People Sing’ from the wonderful show, ‘Les Misérables’. We were amongst good company and learnt a great deal from  

listening to all the music. 

Joining with a massed choir and full orchestra for the second half the boys were conducted by Michael Seal, associate conductor 

of the Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. Starting with the first movement of Karl Jenkins’ piece ‘The Armed Man’, Shivank and 

Zain were part of the joint schools commemorative laying of poppy wreaths. Matthew then joined with two other trumpeters to 

play the Last Post and our two minutes silence was marked in the packed hall with a very moving poppy drop, ended by the  

trumpeters on the upper balcony playing the Reveille. The full sound of the magnificent organ accompanied everyone in The  

National Anthem. The schools then performed the major choral piece, Mozart’s ‘Requiem’. This magnificent work, featuring  

soprano, alto, tenor and bass soloists was thrilling to perform in such an amazing venue and the boys have learnt a great deal and 

have thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience.  
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Armistice Day in Northwood 

On Sunday 11th November, the residents of Northwood gathered around the Northwood War Memorial to remember those 

who lost their lives in war. It was a particularly special service because 11.00am marked 100 years, to the minute, of the end of 

WW1 and it was pleasing to see the streets of Northwood busier than they have been before, with many turning out to show their 

support and solidarity. Reece (8L), Ebrahim (8C) and Shivam (8L) represented St John’s proudly by laying the wreath at the  

Cenotaph during the service, showing the upmost respect at all times. The service gave all present a chance to reflect on our  

history and future, and the Padre Peter John Baptiste, the Chaplain at Northwood Headquarters, gave a very poignant and  

moving speech which addressed many of our current difficulties. A big thank you to the boys, parents and teachers of St John’s 

who showed their support, and a particular thank you to Mr Sangani for taking the excellent photos seen here.  
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Anti-Bullying Week 

This week across the country it has been Anti-Bullying Week and this has been the theme of our assemblies and PSHCEE 

lessons in the Prep School. Mr Robinson focussed on the fact that if we get physically hurt we will heal (sometimes with the help 

of a First Aid kit) but if we are hurt by unpleasant words or behaviour then there isn’t such a quick fix. Mr Phillips and the Year 8 

prefects explained through acting, a poem and a rap that we are all unique and that our combined talents and characteristics go to 

make up our rich and diverse school environment and that we should always respect those around us. Be a buddy, not a bully! 
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Odd socks day 

As part of Anti-Bullying Week we all wore odd socks today to remind us of our individuality and uniqueness. It was great to 

see all the boys getting behind this important message. 
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Quiz Club Science Challenge 15th November 

Two teams of boys from Years 5 and 6 participated in the Quiz Club Science Challenge at Merchant Taylor’s Prep  

yesterday. The boys were selected by winning a multiple choice test that was held across their year groups. The teams comprised 

of Yusuf (Captain), Xerxes , Ansh A, Trian in team A and Raffi (Captain), Freddie, Blake and Jacob in Team B. The challenge 

comprised of 40 very hard questions. The teams had to work together and vote tactically when they were unsure of the answers. 

All the boys proved useful when questions specific to their interests arose. However the competition from the other 10 teams, 

from 7 schools was tough. Our team A looked quite promising at the start, holding onto third position until half way.  

Unfortunately the strength of some of the other school’s teams eventually won through and we ended up unplaced. Better luck 

next year! 
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The great St John’s bake-off! 

Carrying on with our topic on Festivals and Celebrations the Robins and Squirrels talked about birthdays this week. They 

baked cakes and had a party with balloons and party poppers. It was a very exciting afternoon. 
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Up, up and away! 

Year 1 took the skies this week and made their own hot air balloons. They were fascinated to learn about how the hot air 

balloon was invented in 1783 and about the clever inventors, the Montgolfier brothers. The boys enjoyed putting a sheep, duck 

and cockerel into their baskets underneath their balloons. These animals were sent up into the sky first, as a test, before risking 

taking people as passengers. Up, up and away! 
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Open wide please! 

The Lambs have been learning all about how to keep their teeth healthy and strong. Mrs Patel came to school to help the 

boys to clean their teeth properly and to explain the role of a dentist. The boys took it very seriously as you can see! 
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How to save our world 

In Year 4 we have had the chance to work on a project to do with a very important topic in the news at the moment – plastics 

in the environment. We did a lot of research and worked together to present our findings as a poster. We tried to include lots of 

different information as well as pictures to show what we had learnt. It was a good opportunity to present our ideas in different 

ways and to work together collaboratively. 
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U10 teams v Davenies Friday 9th November 
U10 A v Davenies 

Try scorers: Blake 3 

Outstanding performances: Blake 

A very physical game for the boys who 

played very well as a team with strong 

running from Sahib B and Albert. 

Every player tackled extremely well 

especially Oliver and Oscar which  

prevented the opposition from  

running through us along with our 

quick line speed set by Sahib S. Strong 

and fast running from Blake gave us 

our points out wide which came from 

excellent structure from the break 

down where we used our hands to  

exploit the space. Well played all, great 

performance!  

U10 B v Davenies 

Try scorers: Benyamin 1, Felix 1 

Outstanding performances: Zac for 

his hard work in the contact areas 

The U10B team had a real wake-up 

call in this match against a very strong 

Davenies side. The aim for St John’s 

was to score early, but it was Davenies 

who took the lead, and went on to 

score a total of five tries in the first 

half. Excellent work from Benyamin 

resulted in him scoring just before half 

time and the boys went into the  

second half with a new-found belief. 

Superb turn-over work from Zac and 

Aryan kept Davenies at bay for most 

of the half and Felix grabbed a  

wonderful try right at the end of the 

game. A just reward for all the team’s 

hard work.  



 

12       12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              November 16 2018 

Colts at Belmont rugby tournament 10th Nov 

On Saturday the 10th November the Colts A squad played in the Belmont Rugby Festival. This was a big tournament and 

we played 7 matches in total. In our first two pool matches we came up against two strong teams, St Paul’s Prep and Belmont, the 

hosts. We then moved into a second pool, playing the winner and runner up of other pools. We came up against a very strong 

and well organised Berkhamsted team first. In our second match we played Bishop Stortford Prep.  We gave a good account of 

ourselves against a physically bigger team and managed to score a fantastic team try. From a scrum, Harman switched sides,  

running down a large blind side. He drew two and off-loaded to Ethan, who weaved his way past two defenders and, with the 

support of some of the forwards, bundled over for a fantastic try. We the moved into our last pool and started with a strong  

performance against St Cedds with Asikoo and Charlie scoring excellent individual efforts with some strong running. After the 

excitement of our penultimate match, we played a very scrappy and less structured final match. We competed hard and came 

close to scoring twice but they had a very fast and evasive winger who managed to score a break away try.  

Overall it was an excellent performance against some very strong opposition. Mr Russo would like to thank all the parents for 

their support on the day and the boys for their positive and committed efforts. Well done. 
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U9 teams v Haberdashers’ 13th November 
U9 New Zealand v Haberdashers’ 

Try scorers: Shane 5, Rafi 4, Oliver 2, Emerson 2, Nishant 1, Adam 1 

Outstanding performances: Oliver W for his overall contribution in 

attack and defence 

Really pleasing to see the squad backing up their performance from the week 

before with another 15 tries. Try line to try line action with two pretty evenly 

matched teams on the day. At times we switched off a bit in our defence. The 

tackle of the match must go to Oliver’s cross field cover to stop a good friend 

and ex St John’s boy, Lani. It was good to catch up with him after the match. 

Perhaps the passing and offloads was not quite as good as against Claires 

Court. It is important that we link up as a team and fan out at the right  

moment. I know the boys are looking forward to the next fixture against 

Davenies. 

U9 Ireland v Haberdashers’ 

Try Scorers: Emeka 4, Oliver 1, Alistair 3 

Outstanding performances: Mithil 

We started the game really well by scoring some early tries as we were focussed 

on what we had to do. Our tackles let us down in the first half which we 

changed in the second by increasing our line speed which didn’t allow the  

opposition much time or space and our tackle technique became much better 

as we saw the bigger boys could be brought down when tackling correctly. 

Sharp and direct running from Emeka, Mithil and Alistair allowed us to gain 

crucial metres which then led to tries. Kush and Daniel’s passing was superb 

and allowed us to distribute the ball better, and in defence Oliver, Mithil and 

Ahaan’s tackling brought down the opposition’s big runners with ease. Well 

played to everyone as you all put in an amazing shift!  

U9 Wales v Haberdashers’ 

Try scorers: Kian M 1, Kian D 1,  Remika 2, Rahul 3, George 4,  

Kabir 1 

Outstanding performances: George 

A very good game with both sides passing and running with the ball. In the 

first half we tended to play one out attack runners from the ruck which made it 

easier for Haberdashers’ to make their tackles. As the game progressed we 

started to off-load and Kian D made a brilliant pass onto George who ran into 

the corner to score. In the second half, we started to pass the ball really well 

and the tries started to come. Good support play from the St John’s players 

and super team work enabled the side to score very good tries. Well done!  
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U9 teams v Haberdashers’ 13th November 
U9 England v Haberdashers’ 

Try scorers: Rehaan 2, James C 3, 

Kian A 3 

Outstanding performances: Kian 

A 

The U9 England team played  

exceptionally well throughout the game 

and created some well crafted tries. The 

attack in the first half was exceptional, 

with some individual evasive runs and 

passing to players in space. Our defence 

improved as the game progressed and 

in particular in the second half where 

there were more one on one tackles 

completed. James C ran strongly in  

attack and defended well. Rehaan 

scored two well taken tries and Kian A 

was outstanding in both attack and  

defence throughout the game.  

Congratulations all boys!  

 

U9 South Africa v Haberdashers’ 

Try scorers: Krish 4, George L 4 

Outstanding performances: Krish 

A superb performance by every single 

player which kept the opposition  

scoreless by full time. Immense tackling 

by James and George R shut down the 

opposition quickly so they didn’t have 

any time to run with the ball. Yash, 

Aarav and Jamie were all well  

positioned and allowed us to move the 

ball quickly to the wings without  

dropping it so that Krish and George L 

could run around the opposition’s  

defence to score 4 tries each. A very 

positive team performance that  

everyone can be proud of as they did 

their best!  
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U12 A v Davenies at MTS 14th November 

For the first time the U12A team played under flood lights at Merchant Taylors’ School which was a great  

experience. We started very well and throughout the first 15 minutes we won 80% of the ball from the rucks and open 

play. However, we just could not breach the Davenies line. They had some very good players who, when given space, 

took it and scored a number of tries in the first half. The St John’s forwards were superb and really kept the opposition 

pack at bay. Henry, Max and Louis all looked very strong with their attack and defence. In the backs, Krish played  

intelligently at fly half and Bradley had some super runs. However, Davenies just had that extra attacking dimension 

which enabled them to score the tries. A very good game from the St John’s players. Well done! Lost 35-0 
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U13 teams v Davenies 14th November 
U13 A v Davenies Won 35-5 

Try Scorers: Netanel 1, Rohan 2, Skye 2, 

Reece 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

A very strong performance which was very 

tight in the first 10 minutes where we had 

to really work for the ball. After that we 

found our structure and stepped up our 

tackling physically to turn over the ball 

more often. Taiga, Matthew H and  

Matthew D were all very strong in the 

mauls and scrums and dominated the  

opposition. Very dominating performance 

where every player showed good control 

and real  

determination. 

U13 B v Davenies Lost 40-25 

Try Scorers: Zain 1, Ashok 1, Kianu 3 

Outstanding performances: Zain 

This was a keenly contested match between 

two very equal teams. The St John’s team  

started slowly and left Davenies in for a couple 

of early tries. After that the whole team got 

into the game and attacked with great  

conviction. The forwards started to get the  

upper hand in the set pieces and in the loose, 

which enabled our evasive backs to run and 

pass the ball wide. Kianu led from the front in 

the forwards and made great inroads into the 

opposition half. Ashok showed some  

magnificent individual flair in attack and  

constantly carved up the Davenies defence. At 

half-time we led by one try. In the second half, 

we sadly lost our influential player Ashok and 

tired as a team. With a bigger squad Davenies 

took advantage of this and finished strongly. 

Well done to all the players.  
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U12 B v Davenies 14th November 
U12 B v Davenies 

Try Scorers: Louis 

Outstanding performances: Louis, Saam and 

Kamsi 

An amazing all round performance in attack gave us 

many opportunities to score which we unfortunately 

didn’t take all of. Runners like Kai’im and Louis were 

very physical in attack with some great support from 

the likes of Charlie and Zain. However we often 

found ourselves weak at the rucks and vulnerable to 

the counter ruck. Pace on the wings from Kamsi, Sami 

and Saam earned us many metres and we continuously 

put ourselves into their half. In defence we found  

ourselves too bunched which meant we were putting 

them under pressure and our tackles were very good 

on their one out runners, however as soon as they 

moved it out wide we lost all of our territory. Good 

performance boys!  
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U8 teams v Davenies 15th November 
U8 England v Davenies 

Try scorers: Aiden, Ananda, Harry 2, Freddie 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

A thrilling game of rugby to watch with so many near tries 

and individual tackles. Our solid defence gave us a great  

platform to attack from as it earned us lots of ball, touches 

from James, Kayhan and Vivek saved many tries as they 

worked so hard to work across the pitch. Really good running 

from Freddie, Harry, Ahmed and Ananda drew in many  

defenders when they ran fast into the space. In open play, 

Arjun and Aiden were always there to pass the ball away from 

the breakdown to allow our fast runners to have the ball. 

Amazing performance from everyone, well done!  

U8 New Zealand v Davenies 

Try scorers: Leo 2, Bailey 2, Aubrey 2 

Outstanding performances: Leo, Bailey and Aubrey 

This was an excellent match with both teams playing good 

rugby. St John’s started to move the ball well into space. Leo 

and Bailey ran superbly with the ball in attack. We scored 

some very good team tries with the ball going through the 

hands. At times when we do make a break we need closer 

support on the shoulder. In defence, we defended well and 

this really helped to stop Davenies scoring some tries. Well 

played by all the St John’s boys in the U8’s New Zealand 

team.  

U8 Australia v Davenies 

Try scorers: Rohan 2, Alexander S 2, Leo 2, Michael 1, 

Ayaan 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

Well done to all the boys in the squad. St John’s started the 

match well and scored first. The passing is getting better. We 

need to remember not to panic and to always try and aim at 

the hands when we pass or off load. The boys were brilliant 

in defence too and covered a lot of ground to often stop 

Davenies from scoring. Moving up in defence as a team and 

at the right time is something we’ll work on going forwards. 

Really well done indeed.  



 

19       19                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              November 16 2018 

U8 teams v Davenies 15th November 
U8 Ireland v Davenies 

Try scorers: Otto 2, Thomas 2 

Outstanding performances:  

The whole team 

The boys played superbly well right 

from the start all the way to the 

end. Thomas scored two good tries 

and so did Otto. We need to work 

on our defensive alignment as we 

were all chasing the ball instead of 

going up as a line although  

Davenies didn't score a try which 

proves that we had good defensive 

pressure. Good attacking play by all 

the boys, running hard and straight. 

Well played boys.  

U8 Wales v Davenies 

Try scorers: Kyhan 1, Zain 1 

Outstanding performances:  

Owen 

The boys played hard and showed 

good improvements with their 

passing, where they achieved  

maximum 7 phases numerous 

times, and their defence with Owen 

to the fore. 

They scored two very good tries 

following a number of passes  

finished off well by Khyan and 

Zain and came close many other 

times. The key factor is to make the 

passing more effective by choosing 

more direct and incisive running 

lines.  

Overall a good improvement. 
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The Year 8 boys have been learning about an American artist called Wayne Thiebaud. Here are some of their ‘delicious’ oil pastel 

drawings. 

1. Joe in 8L 

2. Shane in 8C 

3. Kianu in 8C 

4. Ebrahim in 8C 

5. Slava in 8C 

1 2 3 

4 5 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 17th November: U12/U13 to England v Japan at Twickenham 

(2.30pm) 

Northwood Lights Big Switch-On (3.30pm) 

Monday 19th November: Switch Off Fortnight Begins 

Tuesday 20th November: Rugby v Davenies: U9 A, B (h), U9 C, D, E (a) 

(2.15pm) 

Ski Trip Information Evening (6.00pm) 

Wednesday 21st November: St John’s U13 Rugby Tournament (1.30pm) 

Rugby v Caldicott: U13 B (a) (2.30pm) 

Rugby: St Edwards, Oxford U12 A Festival (1.00pm) 

Thursday 22nd November: Rugby v Belmont: U8 A, B, C, D, E (a) (2.00pm) 

Senior Drama Extended Rehearsal (3.00pm-6.00pm) 

Friday 23rd November: Rugby v UCS: Colts A, B, C, D (h) (2.30pm) 

Rugby v Claires Court: U10 A, B, C, D (a) (2.30pm) 

U11 Barbarians v Caldicott Prep at Merchant Taylors’ (5.00pm) 

Saturday 24th November: Rugby: U8 Tag Tournament at Gayhurst (9.30am) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Arts Evening. The Arts Evening is on 29th November at 

6.30pm and you are all warmly invited to what promises to be a 

great evening. You will be able to view some of the fantastic Art 

and D&T work which has gone on this term as well as hear our 

many musical groups perform. In the second half Senior Drama 

presents ‘Way Out West.’ 

Northwood Hills Lights Switch-on. Please come and see the 

Brass Band perform outside the Namaste Lounge in  

Northwood Hills TOMORROW at 4.00pm for the official 

turning on of the Northwood Hills Christmas lights. It  

certainly kick-starts the festive season! Performers are to wear 

school uniform (plus festive hats/jumpers) and should arrive 

3.30-3.40pm. We start at 4.00pm and will finish at  

approximately 4.40pm after the Mayor of Hillingdon has 

switched on the lights.  

Adult Cycle Training. As you know we encourage boys to 

cycle to school and we look forward to Bikeability week next 

term when Year 8 boys are trained by experts from the London 

Borough of Hillingdon. LBH also offers free cycle training for 

anyone over the age of 16. If you are interested in brushing up 

on your cycling skills please go to www.hillingdon.gov.uk/cycle 

Christmas Jumper Day. Thursday 13th December is  

Christmas Jumper Day at St John’s and all boys are encouraged 

to take part to raise money for Children In Need. More details 

will follow shortly but be on the look-out for those festive 

woollies or some simple ways of decorating any jumper. 

Stem Den. Our Stem Den program is on the website! We have 

lots of fun, exciting and educational activities planned over the 

Christmas holidays, 17th to 21st December, at St. Johns. Aimed 

at all ages from 5 to 13 and open to both boys and girls we have 

something for everyone. To find out more or to book  

click here.  

Votes for Schools. Last week’s question:  ‘Do anonymous 

apps make bullying worse?’ Yes 70%, No 30%.  Question for 

next week: ‘Do you think Banksy’s recent stunt is art?’ Please 

discuss at home over the weekend. 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 42.94, 2nd Oates 42.03, 3rd 

Lincoln 41.87, 4th Lawrence 41.03 

Have a relaxing weekend and hope that our senior boys have a 

great time at Twickenham tomorrow. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/cycle
http://www.stemden.co.uk/
http://www.stemden.co.uk/

