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Welcome to The Lamb. I know 

everyone who attended our Pre-Prep 

Christmas performances enjoyed 

themselves. All of the boys in the  

Pre-Prep played a special role in their 

play. It was great entertainment and 

both Miss Morgan and I were very 

proud of the boys and teachers. I hope 

you enjoy the photographs.               

Our musicians have been busy 

entertaining in the community this week 

with their visit to Erskine Hall and their 

traditional car park festive concert. 

These really are enriching experiences 

and I particularly enjoyed finding out 

from the boys the new friends they had 

made. The orchestra have led our 

assembly carol singing in preparation for 

next Tuesday's service and 5K presented 

a super assembly on their work studying 

the Italian artist Arcimboldo. 

I was able to discuss Year 6's Scratch 

programming on prime numbers and 

taste some of their Hannukah treats. 

All the Year 3 and 4 boys ran well in the 

Junior House Cross Country and I look 

forward to presenting the medals in 

Final Assembly.        

 I have seen how hard the Parents’ 

Association have been working this 

afternoon to prepare for the Christmas 

Bazaar and look forward to seeing you 

there tomorrow. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Enchanting Christmas plays 

This year’s Christmas productions were a great success; the rehearsals required 

patience and good humour but the results were well worth the effort. The Lambs 

were enchanting in their production of Stable by Starlight leaving many of us with a 

tear in our eye, especially at the premature birth of Jesus! The Reception class put on 

a fabulous nativity called A Miracle in Town and the boys sang and performed with 

gusto! The boys in Year 1 put on a spectacular nativity called Bethlehem’s Buzzin’ 

with several opportunities for the Headmaster to correct the cast’s grammar!  

Meanwhile, Christmas Around the World’ performed by the Badgers and Eagles 

took us to every corner of the globe. We saw how children celebrate Christmas in 

their countries; everyone sang and spoke clearly and loudly. This led to another 

amazing performance. The plays were full of all the joy and wonder of Christmas and 

a true reflection of the tremendous hard work put in by both boys and staff. Well 

done all! 
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Christmas productions in pictures 
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A Christmas Comet! 

Over the next few weeks a comet will pass close to the Earth. Though the comet has the rather boring name of  

"46P/Wirtanen," it will be among the 10 closest to Earth since 1950 and the 20th-closest approach of a comet dating as far back 

as the ninth century! The comet should be visible with the unaided eye, but the best views will probably be through binoculars 

and small telescopes, especially away from city lights. Wirtanen’s closest approach to the sun will be 12th December, and its clos-

est approach to Earth will be 16th December. On that day, the comet will be "only" 7.1 million miles from Earth, which is rather 

close in cosmic terms. (The sun, for instance, is about 93 million miles away.)  A comet is like a planet but it is made of ice and 

rock, like a massive snowball. The sun heats the ice, melts and evaporates it, producing the comet’s tail, or coma.  
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More food tasting in R.S. 

Jewish people are celebrating Hannukah at the moment and two boys brought in doughnuts which are eaten as part of this 

festival. Doughnuts are made using oil and Jews eat them to remember the miracle of the oil in the Temple miraculously lasting 

for eight days. In addition Zreh (6M) bought in Prashad, a sweet given after one prays in a Sikh Temple. Made by his grandfather 

it was still warm and tasted delicious which isn’t surprising given the ingredients; sugar, butter, semolina and flour. Thanks go to 

Otto (3H), Sam (6M) and Zreh for their very well received food!  
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5K boys share their Art project in assembly 

On Monday we were treated to an excellent assembly from 5K boys who told us all about Giuseppe Arcimboldo, an Italian 

artist from the 16th century. He created imaginative portraits made entirely of fruits, vegetables, flowers, fish and books. He 

painted representations of these objects in such a way that the whole collection of objects formed a likeness of a portrait. The 

boys had lots of fun learning about this interesting artist. They also drew and coloured their own versions of these detailed  

portraits before sculpting various fruit and vegetables, some of which they brought along to show us. Thank you for telling us 

about such an unusual artist. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruits
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetables
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portrait
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Learning about Hannukah in the Lambs 

Mrs Baker visited the Lambs this week to tell them all about the Jewish festival of Hannukah. They learnt about the oil which 

lasted for eight days, what a Hannakiah looks like and even how to play the Dreidel game. Happy Hannukah everyone! 
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Literacy Planet 

Year 4 have been using the laptops to enhance their spelling and grammar skills this week using the Literacy Planet program. 

Activities about conjunctions were a fun way to follow up on our written learning and “Word Mania” is now a great craze with 

Year 4. Scores are going through the roof as we get quicker and more able to find very complex words within the letters given. 

We have even found out how to connect with each other in order to challenge classmates! Even better, we can access this  

anytime at home, so can keep playing, even when the holidays start! 
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Christmas vibe in the Juniors 

In the Juniors we are looking forward to all our festive celebrations and beginning to use a few spare minutes to decorate 

our classrooms. Our colourful paper chains are looking lovely and getting longer and longer. The ultimate team effort is joining 

all our individual chains together! 
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U10 teams v The Beacon 30th November 
U10 A v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Sahib 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

This was an unusual challenge as the A team played two Beacon 

B teams, one in the first half the second in the second half. All 

of the boys played their hearts out to try and get an overall win 

and all should be congratulated on their efforts all year and the  

significant improvements that they have made. 

U10 B v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Thomas 4, Benyamin 1, Daniel 1, William 2,  

Albert 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team for putting in 

the best performance of the season.  

After some disappointing results over the past few weeks, it was 

great to end the season on such a positive note. Every player 

put in a match-winning performance and all made contributions 

to the team effort. The handling was slick and the defence  

incredibly strong which meant that St John’s were able to  

completely overpower the opposition throughout the match. It 

is impossible to pick out anyone in particular for man of the 

match because of the involvement of all of the players. An  

excellent end to a most enjoyable season and very well done to 

all of the  

players.  

U10 C v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Joshua 1, Hamza 1, Nayan 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

This was an excellent performance to finish off the season with. 

It was a closely fought match. The boys played their best rugby 

and the great improvements in their tackling that showed in the 

Claire’s Court fixture were in evidence again, particularly  

courtesy of Nayan and Hamza. As the game progressed the 

boys began to look intelligently for the space and thoughtful 

passing resulted in the best try of the season, which even the 

referee was impressed with! Well done to all of the boys.   
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U10 teams v The Beacon 30th November 
U10 D v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Ishaan 3, Ansh 3, Rohan 

Outstanding performances:  

The whole team 

A great attacking performance by every 

player which resulted in many tries 

whenever we had the ball. We  

distributed the ball well to our strong 

runners who broke tackles and  

offloaded superbly to supporting  

runners. In defence our tackles were 

very low which enabled us to get them 

to the ground quicker and counter 

rucked to turnover the ball. Overall a 

very pleasing performance from  

everyone. Well Done.  

U10 E v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Leon 1, Leo 1, Zian 2, 

Niam 3, Vivaan 1 

Outstanding performances: The 

whole team for an outstanding  

performance  

An exceptional performance from  

every single player. Niam lead the team 

from the front with his strong tackling 

and running which, by half time, the 

whole team was imitating. Michael  

distributed superbly from the base of 

the ruck and always found himself 

making metres with the ball in hand. 

Leon ran straight and hard and always 

needed 3 tacklers to bring him down 

which created space out wide for Leo, 

Vivaan and Zian to run into with their 

pace and superb footwork to shrug off 

defenders.  

Well played all!  
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Junior cross country Tuesday 4th December 

With perfect conditions Years 3 and 4 ran the annual Junior House cross-country race. The front runners set a  

terrific pace and soon dashed ahead. However, all the boys worked hard and battled for every spot during this event. 

Well done to all the boys who completed this challenging course for their respective House. 

Results for Year 4 

1st Oliver 13.14.81 

2nd Emerson 13.42.40 

3rd Rafi 14.15.23 

Results for Year 3 

1st Bailey 13.37.15 

2nd Leo 14.50.20 

3rd Freddie 16.31.64 

Overall Results 

1st Oates 

2nd Churchill 

3rd Lincoln 

4th Lawrence 
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Colts A and B v Gayhurst 5th December 
Colts A v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Yusuf 2, Charlie 2, Ethan 1, Sam 

1, Asikoo 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

What an excellent way to finish the season. I 

was so pleased with the performance of all the 

boys. We started strongly, being the first to the 

breakdown, turning the over ball over, moving 

up quickly on the opposition and spreading 

the ball to our wings. I was so pleased to see 

the moves we have practised on the training 

pitch taken straight into a match and working. 

The second half was a little scrappy as 

Gayhurst fought back bravely and we do need 

to learn how to control the game more but 

thank you boys for some excellent counter 

rucking, for wingers scoring tries and pass off 

moves that worked superbly. Well done!  

Mr Russo 

Colts B v Gayhurst 

Try scorers: Sam 2, Edward 1, Rayaan 1, 

Reece 3, Arian 5, Vishwadrik 1, Hilkesh 1 

Outstanding performances: Arian and 

Reece 

A really good team performance with a  

tremendous win over Gayhurst. We started 

strongly with Sam, Rayaan and Hilkesh making 

powerful runs and beating numerous  

defenders on their way to the opposition try 

line. Our link play in attack was good with  

Arian and Reece scoring a number of tries but 

also passing onto other supporting players 

near them in attack. We started to win all the 

areas of contact and with renewed confidence 

we began to score lots of tries. This was a 

great way to finish the season with a  

convincing win. Well done!  
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U8 teams v MTP 6th December 
U8 New Zealand v Merchant Taylors’ 

Try scorers: Daanish 2, Rian 1, Thomas M 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

It was really good and enjoyable to see team New Zealand play  

together for the first time. The boys were energetic and keen to do 

well for each other and their school. The passing and link up play 

was good but going forwards we must focus on maintaining  

forward momentum when we link up and not stopping our feet to 

off-load or to catch the ball. Avoidable forward passes, not staying 

on our feet when scoring tries and at times easily losing possession 

by running into touch certainly made it harder for St John’s.  

Nevertheless, we will learn from our mistakes. Great  

sportsmanship and some nice conversations with the Merchant 

Taylors’ boys after the game. Well done on your efforts.  

U8 Ireland v Merchant Taylors’ 

Try scorers: Otto 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

We tried to do too much on our own and the opposition were 

able to defend and stop us from getting across the try line. Otto, 

Dries, Joshua and Darsh all ran well with the ball in attack. Ali 

defended superbly making numerous touch tackles. Otto scored a 

very good try but we still need to run onto the ball and pass  

earlier. In the second half, we had a tremendous improvement 

with all the boys passing and supporting each other. The St John’s 

team should be very proud of how they played in the second half.  

U8 Wales v Merchant Taylors’ 

Try scorers: Khyan 4, Frederick 2, Mehul 1, Mustafa 3, 

Hrishi 1 

Outstanding performances: Khyan, Freddie, Mustafa,  

Owen 

From the start we looked the stronger team and so it proved. Our 

stronger runners dominated with Khyan, Freddie and Mustafa 

were always difficult to stop. They were on occasions able to run 

around the opposition defences. However, we still need to run 

straighter support the ball carrier by running onto the ball. In the 

second half we scored some very good team tries.  

Well done!  
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U8 teams v MTP 6th December 
U8 England v Merchant Taylors’ 

Try scorers: Aiden 1, Arjun 2, Ahmed 1, 

Harry 3 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

We really dug deep to perform this game. 

We spread out well into the space on the 

wings and used our hands well to  

distribute it there. Harry, Arjun and  

Ahmed showed real pace throughout the 

game to terrorise the opposition’s  

defence and constantly keep them under 

pressure. Kayhan, Aiden and James were 

immense in defence by leading the line 

up and giving them no room to run into. 

Aiden, Dhruv and Vivek each had great 

all round performances and saved  

multiple tries with last ditch tackles. Well 

played to everyone and I hope you  

enjoyed the game.  

U8 Australia v Merchant Taylors’ 

Try scorers: Neel 2, Ayaan 1, Leo 2 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

A really good performance from the  

entire team where we gave ourselves 

many opportunities to score when we ran 

straight. On many occasions we found 

ourselves running across the pitch and 

sometimes backwards so we just need to 

pass more to use our speed on the wings 

and run into the space. In defence our 

line speed was very good and we kept our 

shape through multiple phases which 

kept the opposition from breaking 

through our line. Well done all.  
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Musicians entertain residents at Erskine Hall 

Many of the elderly residents at our local BUPA Care home Erskine Hall came to their lounge to hear our annual  

Christmas concert when we visited their home on Tuesday. Along with their guests, they were entertained by the enthusiastic  

music-making of sixty of our musicians. The Brass Band, Senior Choir and Chamberlain Ensemble entertained the residents with 

traditional carols and new songs and pieces. The concert was rounded off with a lively performance of Jingle Bells. This is a very 

successful event, and much enjoyed by the residents.  The boys were able to have informing and mutually enjoyable chats with 

the ladies and gentlemen afterwards over light refreshments. 
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Festive music from the Brass Band 

The Brass Band braved the gusty weather yesterday and entertained parents and boys in the car park at the end of school, all 

for a good cause. Thanks to your generosity we managed to raise £110.64 for Magic Breakfast whilst putting a bit of festive cheer 

into pickup time. 
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1. These Year 5 boys have had fun with chalk 

creating some lovely winter snowman  

drawings. 

2. Gigi in 6S has painted a winter birch tree 

painting. 

3. Neel, Thomas and Dhruv in Year 3 have 

been perfecting their cutting skills this week. 

They have made snowflake pictures. 

4. Year 8 have been finishing off their oil pastel, 

Thiebaud drawings. Reece and Shivam are 

proud of their achievements. 

1 

2 3 

4 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 8th December: St John’s Association Christmas Bazaar 

Monday 10th December: Juniors to the Pantomime (8.45am) 
Musicians to RNIB Sunshine House (1.30pm) 

Tuesday 11th December: Nursery & Pre-Prep to the Pantomime (8.45am) 
Carol Service Rehearsal at Emmanuel Church (9.00am-12.00pm) 
Carol Service at Emmanuel Church  (7.00pm) 

Wednesday 12th December: Nasal Flu Vaccinations (Reception to Year 5) 
Pre-Prep Christmas Party (1.30pm) 
Junior Christmas Party (2.00pm) 
Rugby v The Beacon: U13 A, B (a), U12 A, B (h) (2.30pm) 
Brass Band Performing in the Car Park (weather permitting) (4.00pm) 

Thursday 13th December: Christmas Jumper Day 
Senior House Cross Country (11.15am) 
Christmas Lunch and Tuck Shop 
Christmas Quiz (2.00pm) 

Friday 14th December: End of Term Nursery & Reception (11.00am) 
 End of Term Years 1 & 2 (11.10am) 
  End of Term Years 3 & 4 (12.00pm) 
End of Term Years 5 & 6 (12.10pm) 
 End of Term Years 7 & 8 (12.20pm) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Christmas Bazaar is TOMORROW from 10.30am to 2.00pm! 

Your help is needed. Please see the flyer on page 22  
requesting help for Shivam’s (8L) cousin. More information will 
be available at the Bazaar tomorrow. 

Christmas Jumper Day. This is just round the corner on 
Thursday 13th December. We hope that all boys will come to 
school in a Christmas jumper instead of their blazer or school 
jumper and bring in a donation for Save the Children. There 
will also be a tuck shop at lunchtime and boys may bring in a 
maximum of £1 to spend. 

Spring Term Calendars. You will receive a hard copy of next 
term’s calendar during the course of next week and it will also 
shortly be available to view on the website. 

Prep School Spring Term Activities. If you have not yet 
signed up to any after-school activities next term then please 
use this link which takes you to the Activities Website. The 
closing date to sign up is Wednesday 12th December. 

St John’s Carol Service. This important event in the school 
calendar is on Tuesday evening at 7.00pm at Emmanuel Church 
in Northwood. Parking is limited so please car share where  
possible. This is a compulsory event for Years 3-8 unless you 
have been given permission to be absent by the Headmaster. 

Brass Band. We raised £110.64 yesterday after performing in 
the playground. Thank you for supporting Magic Breakfast. 

The famous St John’s Christmas Quiz is on sale now from 
Mr Taylor, priced £1.50. It is fiendishly difficult and totally 
unique but you are allowed to use any resources you like  
including the internet, books, friends and family. The  
competition closes at the end of January and there are prizes for 
the best scores. It is for a charitable cause so don’t be shy about 
having a go! 

Pre-Prep Christmas Plays. Through your generosity we raised 
£303.27 for Magic Breakfast this week after the retiring  
collections.  Thank you very much. 

Activities next week. A reminder that there are no  
after-school activities next week other than the hockey fixture at 
MTS on Tuesday. 

Question until the end of term: ‘Are young people ruder than 
ever?’ Please discuss at home over the weekend before voting  
next week. 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 56.00, 2nd Oates 55.21, 3rd 
Lincoln 55.05, 4th Lawrence 54.03 

Have a good weekend and enjoy the Bazaar. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
https://sites.google.com/st-johns.org.uk/activities/

