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Welcome to this week's Lamb. The 
theme for our Science Week was 
"Journeys". The Year 8 boys entertained 
us with fun and educational assemblies 
focussed on the first moon landing and 
the life of Charles Darwin. There were 
lots of visitors including the Science 
"Boffin" Eva, a corn snake and a 
chameleon. Year 6 visited the National 
History Museum whilst Year 7 enjoyed a 
day exploring the Science Museum. 

It is great to see our gardening 
enthusiasts working hard to prepare for 
this year's planting. Two teams took part 
in the Quiz Club competition and 
Reception enjoyed a fabulous visit to 
RAF Hendon as part of their transport 
theme. 

I would like to congratulate Cyrus', a 
Year 6 boy, who was chosen to present 
his invention at 'The Coolest Projects 
UK'; please see the article on page 6. 

In sport the Colts A and B teams 
enjoyed an excellent afternoon of sevens 
rugby at Caldicott last weekend. I would 
like to wish the 1st VII, who will play in 
the Nationals at Rosslyn Park next 
Friday, all the best.  

I am looking forward to attending the 
Merchant Taylors' Prep Schools concert 
on Monday and invite you to join me at 
the Junior Drama Production of Roald 
Dahl's 'Revolting Rhymes' next 
Wednesday evening. I know the boys 
and staff have been working really hard. 
I hope to see many of you at the St 
John’s Association Quiz tomorrow 
evening. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Science Week at St John’s 

As is customary at St John’s during Science Week, Mr Lawrence and Mr Jenkins 

and their classes treated us to two very entertaining assemblies. On Wednesday it 

was the turn of 8C to present us with their brilliant assembly “Journey to the Moon” 

a light-hearted look at the Space Race, one in which St John’s themselves were set 

off into space. A well rehearsed and slick performance. On Friday 8L presented their 

assembly on Darwin with a detailed look at his life and adventures on HMS Beagle, 

which led him to form his ideas on Evolution. A few star turns produced another 

memorable assembly.  
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Science Boffin visits St John’s 

Our Science Week started off with a bang on Monday for Years 3  4 and 5, with a visit from Science “Boffin” Eva, all the 

way from Norway! She entertained the boys in an exciting and funny assembly and showed us how to make water disappear and 

how to cure an elephant’s bad breath before setting her hands on fire for a finale! Later in the day the classes all had workshops in 

the Laboratory where they learnt about Static Electricity by lighting up florescent tubes and polymers by making “Slime”.  The 

day ended with a exhilarating rocket launch on the cricket pitch, where Eva sent a real mini-rocket so far up in the sky many of us 

lost sight of it. It was a memorable and fantastic day and got our Science Week off to a great start. If you do find a red rocket in 

your back garden could you return it the school?  
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Year 6 visit the Natural History Museum 

On Tuesday Year 6 set off bright and early for their Science Week trip to the Natural History Museum. We travelled by  

Underground to South Kensington and arrived just in time for the groups to have their practical sessions; Dino Investigation and 

Evolution workshop. In the Dino investigation the boys had the chance to be Palaeontologists. They worked in small groups to 

excavate a dinosaur skeleton and had to identify it from its features and dimensions. In the Evolution workshop the boys were 

told about how the animals that live on Earth had changed over time and then had a couple of activities to show how the  

changing environment and survival of the fittest can bring about these changes. There was also plenty of time to look through 

some of the museum’s exhibits, like the creepy crawlies, dinosaur and blue whale galleries. It was a great educational trip and a lot 

of fun! 
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Year 7 visit the Science Museum 

Thursday saw the turn of Year 7 to have their Science trip to the Science Museum. The boys took in a 3D IMAX show on 

Planet Earth then participated in a show about Rockets after visiting the Interactive WonderLab exhibit. Another great trip  

leaving everyone wanting more!  
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Spring news from the allotment 

Recently boys in Gardening Club have been constructing frames for our plants as the existing frames had become rotten. 

Edmond, Andreas & Zachary are busy with portable drills, screws and showing considerable enterprise to construct the frames as 

the brackets supplied were not the most reliable and certain modifications had to be made.  Next we get down to the task of  

filling the raised beds with good quality soil before our seedlings can be planted out. Watch this space for the next instalment. 
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A weekend at “The Coolest Projects UK” 

At school there is a small wood at the back, which Year 5 and above can play in during our lunch break.  At the moment we 

use a physical register, where you have to write your entrance and your leave time. Since last September I have been designing a 

system, called “Into the Woods”,  which allows us to register our entrance and leave time electronically using an RFID card. The 

teachers at school will then be able to see who is in the woods, how long they have been in there and if someone hasn’t returned 

at the end of lunch, by accessing a spreadsheet on a website. My system uses three Raspberry Pis, a Unicorn Hat HD, a 7” touch 

display and an RFID RC522 module.  These are all contained in a Lego prototype case. I have programmed the software using 

Python, Java Script, PHP, HTML and CSS.  My greatest challenge has been when I damaged the SD card storing all the code for 

version 1. Unfortunately, I hadn’t backed up the code and had to restart the programming from scratch. Last Friday, my family 

and I got on a Virgin train from London Euston to Manchester Piccadilly.  We almost missed our train, with only 6 minutes to 

spare, as it was a mad rush to get there straight after school. On the train I had major issues connecting to the Wi-Fi that Virgin 

promised, as I was trying to sort out last minute issues with my code.  After a night in a nice hotel, with a great buffet breakfast 

we made our way to “The Coolest Projects UK”, which is the world’s leading technology fair for young people 

(www.coolestprojects.org), where I presented my “Into the Woods” project. There were over 90 projects being presented by oth-

er children at this event.  It got a bit stressed as I was setting up, as we had problems connecting to the internet at the cen-

tre.  Judges came round early to mark each project and I had to present to them, as well as members of the public throughout the 

day and answer loads of questions. It was a great day and I had loads of fun.  I also went around and saw other people’s projects 

and got loads of ideas. I am planning on returning next year with a brand new project. Cyrus 6S 

http://www.coolestprojects.org
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Year 5 Barclays coding event 

On Wednesday all Year 5 boys were fortunate enough to take part in the Barclays coding event. All boys gathered in the ICT 

suite where a live lesson was streamed via the Barclays YouTube channel teaching the boys all about the new extensions on the 

Scratch website. All boys are familiar with Scratch coding but were thrilled to learn about these new applications. The teacher 

taught all the boys how to create a fish that could translate any word or phrase into a language of their choice. The lesson was 

exciting and kept the boys engaged throughout. Boys then had a chance at the end of the session to practise using their new skills 

and creating new games. The live lesson can still be accessed via the Barclays YouTube channel if you would like to see it for 

yourself. A big thank you to Mr Ahmed for putting us in touch with this wonderful new initiative.   

Quiz Club general knowledge quiz at MTP 

We entered two teams into this competition hosted by Merchant Taylors’ Prep on Wednesday and the boys greatly enjoyed 

the experience although we did not make it through to the semi-finals. The boys had to work together to answer  different general 

knowledge questions. The listened to each other and both teams made up ground in the final rounds. Well done boys.  Mr Russo 

hopes to see some of the boys back next year. 
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Reception visit RAF Hendon 

Yesterday Reception went to the RAF Museum in Hendon. The boys had to find all the parts of Teddy’s uniform on differ-

ent types of transport. They saw lots of planes and helicopters, plus boats, motorcycles and vans. The Robins and Squirrels loved 

playing in the Aeronauts area, where they could have the experience of flying a hand glider and operate the pedals on an  

aeroplane. They also loved the outdoor play area, where they could ride on tractors and slide down the fireman’s pole.   
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Learning about Judaism in R.E. 

Year 2 visited the Northwood and Liberal Pinner Synagogue on Tuesday and Mrs Wasserstein very kindly visited us on 

Thursday to talk about Shabbat. On both days the boys listened carefully, asked intelligent questions.  Much to their excitement 

managed to taste Challah bread and drink some grape juice on Thursday. Both events were enjoyable and educative and really 

brought alive Miss Morgan’s R.E. lessons. 
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An inspector calls 

The Lambs have been learning about the emergency services and were lucky enough to have a visit from the local police. 

They talked to them about stranger danger and keeping safe. They even got to try out the handcuffs! 
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History of  transport in Junior assembly 

In Junior assembly this week we looked at a brief history of how transport has changed over the years as well as some modes 

of transport that are no longer in use. The boys in 4C practised their reading very hard and worked well as a class. 

Fun with static electricity in Science 

In Science Year 4 have been learning about static electricity. They discovered that by rubbing a balloon on different  

materials they could create static electricity. They were able to try some different experiments like “wake up Sleep Joe”, “hair  

raising”, “fighting balloons” and “swinging or dancing cereal”. This was such a great way to end off Science Week.   
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Buddy time fun! 

This Thursday the Year 3 and 4 Buddies met up in Form Time to chat and have some fun playing Hangman. The Buddies 

had lots to tell each other so there was lots of chatting until their games began, then things got even noisier! Fortunately very few 

Buddies were hanged and a great time was had by all! 
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U10 hockey v St Martin’s 15th March 
U10 A v St Martin’s Lost 4-0 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

We came up against a strong St Martin’s team 

who were very skilful, kept good positional 

play and passed the ball expertly into space. 

We tried to do everything on our own in the 

first ten minutes and got caught in  

possession. We also tended to bunch in  

attack and when we tried to move the ball the 

players were not wide. We had a much better 

second half and had chances to score but 

again we need a little more composure on the 

ball and give the pass to other players in 

space. Aryan made some great saves but we 

need to work much more as a team and link 

up from the back, middle and front players. 

Things to work on.  

U10 B v St Martin’s Lost 2-0 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

An extremely thrilling game to watch which 

resulted in a painful loss to a strong St  

Martin’s side. We played very well on the 

large MTS pitch and played the ball down the 

wings through Joshua, Daniel and Aaron. We 

worked the ball into good positions and 

broke quickly on the counter attack through 

Blake and Darwin but struggled to get quality 

shots off due to the opposition’s cover  

defence. Oscar and Reuben were both brick 

walls in defence with nothing going through 

them. Both the opposition’s goals came from 

‘7 seconds’ despite Kian saving the first two 

and also making many reflex saves  

beforehand also. Well played to everyone, 

you were outstanding!  
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U11 hockey v St Martin’s 15th March 
U11 A v St Martin’s Lost 5-1 

Scorers: Reece 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

From the outset it became rapidly apparent that 

the odds were stacked heavily against us. St  

Martin’s moved the ball extremely well and it was 

actually a credit to our boys that they held them to 

only five goals. At half time we spoke about the 

importance of marking tightly and keeping  

possession. The second half saw more  

opportunities created by our side and Reece 

scored our only goal against his old school. 

Hilkesh did well to block many shots throughout. 

Well done to all of the boys who participated.  

U10 B v St Martin’s Lost 6-1 

Scorers: Rayaan 

Outstanding performances: Rayaan, Panagiotis, James L, Neal, Rohan & Varun  

Last game of the season and as many boys were involved in rugby or music it was an opportunity to allow other boys 

to step up and play in a hockey fixture, providing a chance for learning, development and experience leading into year 

7 hockey. The St Martin’s side were well drilled and St John’s did not see much of the ball in the first ten minutes  

however as the game progressed in the first half and especially in the second half the boys started to compete better 

and were learning from  

mistakes and realising the  

importance of trying to link 

up as a team. Rayaan worked 

his socks off throughout and 

scored a valuable goal of a  

7-second penalty. Also huge 

congratulations to Panagiotis, 

James L, Neal, Rohan and 

Varun who battled hard 

throughout. As a squad the 

boys were excellent and never 

gave up.  

Great attitude and  

sportsmanship.  
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Caldicott U11 Festival Saturday 16th March 

U11 B at Caldicott Rugby Festival 

Try Scorers: Yusuf and Edward 

Outstanding performances: Reece 

and Rayaan 

Who said only the A-teams play in  

festivals. It was great to give our Colts B 

rugby side the opportunity to be part of 

the 43rd Caldicott rugby 7’s festival  

especially after the tricky weather from 

the previous week seeing the St  

Benedict’s festival being cancelled. I 

know the boys are looking forward to the 

MTS Scrummers’ Cup on Saturday, 30th 

March. The Colts B side played in a total 

of five matches with great spirit, enthusiasm and energy. We were a bit rusty for starters as our last match was back in  

December. I know the boys loved being part of this festival and although nothing can be taken away from their efforts, for  

development we must ensure we refine our tackling and handling skills, moving away from ‘one pass’ rugby and understanding 

how to create and release teammates into space.  

Let’s aim for more of this on 30th March. Mr Kruger 

U11 A at Caldicott Rugby Festival 

Try Scorers: Ethan 7, Raffi 2, Freddie 2, 

Jaidev 2, Rodrigo 1 

Outstanding performances: Rodrigo 

The Colts A enjoyed a fantastic of rugby at the 

Caldicott Festival on Saturday 16th March. The 

boys started very sharply, playing some sensational 

rugby sevens. They passed the ball across the pitch 

and scored some excellent time tries. In fact we 

scored an unanswered 9 tries in our first 2 matches 

which was a fantastic start! We then came up 

against two well organised teams. We managed to 

score two tries and Ethan made an excellent try 

saving tackling, with Rodrigo stealing the ball out 

of the boy’s hands literally as he went to score – an amazing effort! But there was better to come! After an apprehensive start, we 

struggled against Caldicott B but then we decided to give it a go and scored one of the best tries I have seen in a long time. It 

started with Asikoo making a weaving break down the blind side, cutting infield and linking up with Ethan. Ethan floated a pass 

over a defender to Rodrigo and he set off for the line. However, he was tackled just short but had the presence of mind to pop an 

amazing pass out of contact to Ethan, who made an excellent supporting run to score a great team try. It was Champagne rugby 

at its best!  
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Alex plays hockey for Middlesex U13 1st team 

Alex in 8L, represented our county in the first 2 matches of their league, playing against Hampshire and then Kent on  

Sunday 17th March. Playing at fabulous facilities at Tonbridge School in Kent, the team played two very evenly contested and 

hard fought matches over 50 minutes each before coming out evens on both occasions. The first match, against Hampshire, 

ebbed and flowed between the 2 teams. Having gone ahead by 2-0, the momentum switched and Hampshire clawed back to even 

the match. The game could have gone either way but in the end a 3-3 draw was a fair result. Kent, a very strong county team,  

represented really tough opposition with real strength, speed and stick skills within their team. It looked like a difficult game  

having gone 1-0 down in the first 10 minutes however some great determination, strong running and quick passing saw Middlesex 

compete strongly, drawing level shortly after before going behind again just before half time. A gutsy performance in the second 

half from Middlesex saw them withstand one or two goalmouth scares before seizing the opportunity to draw level. A well  

deserved outcome in a game that could have gone either way. Final score 2-2. 
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U13 and U12 hockey v UCS 20th March 
U13 A v UCS Won 9-1 

Scorers:  Alex 6, Ashok 2, Rohan 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

We started well but the UCS side played some  

excellent hockey by keeping the ball and moving 

it around the pitch. On a number of occasions 

we had to defend and Matthew in goal, Reece, 

Netanel and Taiga defended superbly to keep 

the opposition from scoring. Our front players 

had chances in the first half and Alex managed 

to tuck the ball away just before the end of the 

first half. We did have some chances but the 

UCS goalkeeper made some great saves. In the 

second half, we scored some early goals with 

Alex getting a few more which put UCS under 

more pressure. We played superbly as a team 

and at the end of the match we won 9- 1. A  

really excellent team effort by all the boys. Well 

done!  

U12 A v UCS Won 14-0 

Scorers:  Saam 5, Zac 3, Aaron 2, Krish M 1, 

Krish D 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

The Under 12 A team played exceptionally well 

against UCS with fluent and crisp passing  

displayed throughout the game. The boys  

retained possession extremely well during the 

first and second half. There were some excellent 

goals scored through great build up work and 

inter-passing. The squad rotated throughout the 

game and players adjusted and adapted to  

different roles with ease. The boys defended 

well and were never troubled much in this  

aspect of the game. The area to work on for the 

next game is the level of verbal communication 

between players and the team. Many  

congratulations to the whole team. Well done!  
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U8 teams v St Martin’s 21st March 
U8 England v St Martin’s 

Try scorers: Vivek 2, Aiden 1, Arjun 2, Ahmed 2, Harry 5 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

The under 8 England team played superbly well. When we had the ball we passed well 

whilst running hard which caused problems for the St Martin’s defence. As a team we saw 

where the space was and passed to the players in space which made it easy to score tries. 

Harry and Vivek both scored superb tries sidestepping the majority of the opposition 

team. Aiden’s try at the end was magical and reflected the whole team’s performance. 

Well done boys, super performance from all.  

U8 Wales v St Martin’s 

Try scorers: Khyan 6, Zain 3, Mehul 4, Joshua 2, Matthew 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

The boys played very well with good all round attack and defence. Five of them scored, 

most coming after a series of team attacks and passing. What was very pleasing was play 

where passing before contact started to happen. Khyan and Zain showed excellent  

footwork for some of their scores, whilst Ali, Hrishi and Thomas made lots of tags. This 

was a very good team effort. 

U8 Australia v St Martin’s 

Try scorers: Anay 1, Rohan 2, Vineel 3 

Outstanding performances: Vineel and Ayaan 

This was the first time I had seen the team play and they attacked very well with Vineel, 

Ayaan, Neel and Rohan always beating a number of players when they had the ball in 

attack. Alexander and Rohan defended very well and were supported by other players 

which made it very difficult for St Martin’s to score tries against the St John’s team. At 

times we still tended to run across but the St John’s players always looked to pass and  

off-load the ball to other players which was really encouraging. Well played! 

U8 New Zealand v St Martin’s 

Try scorers: Leo 3, Daanish 3, Bailey 1, Dries 1, Rian 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

Really pleasing to see the U8 New Zealand team play together. The boys were  

encouraged to keep their feet moving whilst off-loading to support runners who are not 

standing still. I thought most of the squad applied this new learning really quickly and this 

resulted in some exciting attacking displays with lots of link up play and wave after wave 

of attacking spells. St Martin’s had some pacy runners too. I thought the squad worked 

hard in defence, trying to rush up as one and not allowing too much space to their  

speedsters. Really well done indeed and bring on Year 4 and contact rugby, exciting!  
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Year 4 House Rugby Tuesday 19th March 

All the pupils in Year 4 played in the House Rugby matches on Tuesday afternoon. Many of the matches were very  

competitive and all the Houses scored numerous tries in all the games. What was most impressive was the sportsmanship  

displayed by all the pupils in this event.  However, the final results below show where each House finished after playing all their 

matches. 

1st Churchill 2nd Oates 3rd Lincoln 4th Lawrence 
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With Mother’s day just around the corner, Year 3 have been 

preparing bunches of flowers using celery. 

1.  Darsh in 3W 

2.  Leo in 3H 

 

Here are some more Mona Lisa recreations by Year 6. 

3.  Freddie and Edward in 6C have turned Mona into a dragon 

4.  Zreh and Hilkesh in 6M have recreated the king of pop. 

5.  Ansh in 5R has drawn a fantastic bear using biro, during Art 

Club. 

1 2 

3 4 5 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 23rd March: Merchant Taylors’ 13+ Transfer Morning (9.30am) 
St John’s Association Quiz Night (7.30pm) 

Sunday 24th March: Rehearsal for Joint Concert at MTS (2.45pm-5.00pm) 

Monday 25th March: Joint Merchant Taylors’, St Helen’s & St John’s Concert 
at MTS (7.30pm) 

Tuesday 26th March: Junior Drama Dress Rehearsal 
Musicians visit Denville Hall (4.00pm) 

Wednesday 27th March: Year 6 Trip to the Globe Theatre 
Hockey v St Martin’s: U13 A, U12 A (h), U13 B (a) (2.30pm) 
Junior Drama Production (7.00pm) 

Thursday 28th March: Eco-Council Meeting (1.20pm) 

Friday 29th March: Last Swim at Merchant Taylors’ 
House Meetings 
Year 6 House Hockey (2.00pm) 
Rosslyn Park National Sevens Waterfall Tournament (11.00am) 

Saturday 30th March: MTS Rugby Tournament: U10, U11 A, B (a) (9.00am) 

Monday 1st April: Years 7 & 8 House Hockey (2.00pm) 

Tuesday 2nd April: House Music Festival Final (2.00pm) 
Knapp House Information Meeting (Year 8) (4.15pm) 

Wednesday 3rd April: END OF TERM 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Next issue of the Lamb. There will be no publication of The 
Lamb on 29th March. Instead there will be a bumper issue on 
Wednesday 3rd April. 

Junior Drama Club. The Junior Drama Club are adapting 

three of Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’. The boys will be  

performing Goldilocks, Jack and the Beanstalk and Cinderella. 

They are all working hard to learn, and deliver their lines which 

are written in rhyming couplets. Will they all live happily ever 

after? Why don’t you come and find out on Wednesday, 27th 

March at 7.00pm in the Norman Hall. 

After School Activities. All after-school activities will end on 
Friday 29th March. There will be no after-school activities 1st-3rd 
April. 

StemDen Easter Camp. Please see the flyer on the previous 

page about this exciting Easter Camp. Please book as soon as 

possible as places are limited. 

Joint Concert rehearsal at Merchant Taylors’. A reminder to 

boys attending that they need to bring music, pencil and water. 

Exam Revision Guides for Year 5. These will be available to 

view on the Parent Portal by the end of this term. Revision 

guides for Years 6-8 will be available to view on Friday 3rd May. 

Summer Term Calendar. This will be available to view on the 

school website by the end of term. Boys will also be given two 

hard copies to take home on the last day of term. 

Votes for Schools. Our question 

this week has been: Is speaking 

English enough? Yes: 36.8% No: 

63.2%. The question for next week:  

Should the government be able 

to take away citizenship? Enjoy 

discussing this over the weekend. 

House Point Totals: Churchill 93.62; Lincoln 91.39; Oates 

90.94; Lawrence 88.91 

Enjoy the weekend and the St John’s Association Quiz  

tomorrow if you are attending. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk

