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A warm welcome to all of the readers of 
The Lamb, the weekly newsletter, which 
focusses on the variety and richness of 
St John's life. I hope you have enjoyed a 
refreshing summer break. I would like 
to personally wish the new boys and 
staff all the best for their time here. I 
know they will find it both fulfilling and 
enjoyable. I look forward to everyone 
working hard and involving themselves 
in the St John's community and I would 
particularly like to wish all of the Year 8 
boys every success in their final year. 

In the first assemblies of term we have 
been discussing the School Motto 
"Vitam Impendere Vero" (be true to 
yourself) and the theme for the week 
"kindness and generosity" which 
included a visit from the Magic 
Breakfast team, our annual charity for 
2018-19. I was very pleased to announce 
the Year 8 Prefects who will lead their 
respective Houses, to present certificates 
to those who have reached the next 
stage of their musical journey and the 
first merit and courtesy badges to the 
Pre-Prep. 

In sport the five-man Golf Team 
represented the School with 
sportsmanship at the Stowe Putter  and 
the 1st team had a good run out on 
Wednesday at the Dragon Tournament 
in preparation for their first full matches 
next week . 

We are looking forward to joining with 
the other Merchant Taylors’ Schools in 
Birmingham for a special 'Remembrance 
and Hope' Concert on November 11th; 
an invitation to families will follow next 
week. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Welcome to the Autumn Term 
A very warm welcome to all our new boys and welcome back to everyone 

else. We hope that you have had a super summer holiday and that you are ready to  

embark on a new and exciting academic year at St John’s. For those of you who are 

new to the school, The Lamb is a weekly newsletter which aims to report on the 

many varied activities happening each week. It is uploaded onto the school website 

on a Friday afternoon/evening and you should also receive an email notification. 

Please advise us via lambeditor if this doesn’t happen and you will be added to the 

database. We look forward to a busy, productive and happy term ahead! 

Introducing our new Head and 
Deputy Head Boys 

Hearing my name announced as 
being one of the new Deputy 
Head boys was definitely one of 
the high points of the year for me 
and I was both delighted and 
proud. I have been at St John’s 
since Reception and my  
experience has been enriching 
and immensely exciting. Every 
day has been unique and most 
importantly school has been fun!  

As a Deputy Head boy my aim is 
not only to encourage my peers 
in everything but to inspire 
younger boys as well. I’m looking 
forward to working with  
Matthew in the upcoming year 
and representing the school at the 
Birmingham concert in  
November as part of the cham-
ber choir, other sporting and 
chess fixtures and meeting our 
School Governors. Shivank 

Being selected to lead the school 
as Head Boy is a huge privilege 
for which I am very excited 
about. Since I joined St John’s in 
Year 3, I have always seen what 
an excellent school this is, not 
only because of the amazing 
opportunities I have had, but 
because I have always felt my 
qualities and character were  
recognised here, allowing me to 
develop into who I am today. 

I couldn’t ask for a better year 
group to be part of and am  
looking forward to enjoying all 
the opportunities Year 8 brings 
for us in our final year together. 

There are so many events that I 
am thrilled to be representing the 
school for, and I hope to  
encourage all the boys at school 
to be happy, help each other, and 
always try their best. Zain 

When I found out that I was 
going to be joint Deputy Head 
boy with Shivank, I was both 
surprised and excited. My St 
John’s journey began in The 
Lambs, when I was aged three. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment and I cannot remember 
a day when I did not learn  
something new. I have thrown 
myself into school life in music, 
sport and academia ever since, 
and the school has always  
supported me and encouraged 
me to aim high. One of my aims 
is to encourage all boys to  
become more involved in clubs 
and activities outside of the  
classroom, in the same way that I 
have taken up beekeeping. I am 
most looking forward to  
representing the school in music 
and sport and also meeting the 
Governors. Matthew 

mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
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Meet our new House prefects 

Mr Robinson was delighted to present ties yesterday to eight boys in Year 8 who have been chosen to be House  

prefects. They will assist our Head and Deputy Head boys with their duties and lead their respective Houses in all activities and 

events. Congratulations to them all.  

Lawrence 

Rohan 

Ashok 

Lincoln 

Shivam 

Alex 

Oates 

Slava 

Taiga 

Churchill 

Jamie 

Netanel 
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Magic Breakfast charity visits St John’s 

We were very pleased to launch our new charity on Monday morning with a visit from Vicky and Sonia from Magic 

Breakfast. They spoke to the whole school about the importance of starting the day with a healthy breakfast and about the  

negative effects on children who arrive at school with an empty tummy.  These children lack concentration in lessons and can 

miss up to two months learning in an academic year. Our visitors explained that 500,000 children in the UK currently don’t leave 

home in the morning having had an adequate breakfast and that each Magic Breakfast costs just 30p.  The charity helps over 500 

schools, ensuring that approximately 41,000 children have a nutritious meal at school before the school day starts. We hope that 

St John’s can raise enough money over the course of this year to help even more children who are missing out on that essential 

kick start to the day. 
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Welcoming our new staff 

I am delighted to have started working at St John’s this year! 

Thank you so much to all of the staff and parents for the warm 

welcome and especially to Mr  Robinson for putting his faith in 

me.  I am settling well into Year 3 and have a wonderful class. I 

will be teaching ICT to year 4 and hope to get to know as many of 

the boys across the school as I can. I have really enjoyed my first 

week here and am extremely impressed by the manners and  

behaviour from all students. After working at my last school for 

six years, I am excited to work in another wonderful environment 

and join the St John’s family. Mrs Wagemaker (Year 3) 

I’ve had a fantastic first few weeks meeting pupils, parents, 

staff and all at St. John’s school and the community. Everyone 

has been so friendly and welcoming and I have thoroughly  

enjoyed seeing the pupils during assemblies, lessons and in and 

around the school. I look forward to working with fellow  

colleagues, pupils, parents at St John’s and meeting you in the 

coming weeks.  

Mr Phillips (Deputy Head Pastoral) 

I am the new school music teacher at St John’s. I will be  

working closely with Mrs Selwood and Mrs Savage and I look 

forward to meeting you all in person. I arrived in London 

about 4 months ago and I am from Brisbane, Australia. From 

what I have observed in the first week all of the students here 

are very well-mannered and it’s great to see most of them have 

already started learning an instrument. I will be shadowing Mrs 

Selwood and Mrs Savage mostly this term but I look forward 

to see them in our music class and working with them.  

Mr Wang (Music) 
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Introducing our new Lambs 

The Lambs have now completed their first full week at school and they are having a fabulous time. They have been  

exploring the outdoor equipment, playing in the water area, experimenting with musical instruments and they even had story time 

with Mr Robinson.  
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Our new Pre-Prep classes 

As the autumn term gets under way the Pre-Prep are finding their way around their new classrooms and for some, a new 

school. These pictures show that they are enjoying being back in a routine and exploring the grounds. 
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It’s a new year in the Juniors! 

A brand new academic year began last Wednesday with a great wave of excitement in the Junior Building! Badgers and Owls 

became Year 3H and 3W and our old Year 3 boys moved upstairs to Year 4. Mrs Wagemaker, Mrs Hallett and Mrs Davis welcomed the 

Year 3 boys and the Year 4 boys were welcomed into their new classrooms by Mrs Murphy, Miss Cooke and Mrs Barker.  
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It’s a new year in the Juniors! 
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52nd Stowe Putter 22nd August 

The iconic Stowe Golf Course was in tip top condition for this special tournament for the 52nd running of The Stowe Putter. 

Over eighty golfing stars of the future representing thirty-five schools locked horns with the challenging course and some devilish 

pin positions made scoring not as straightforward as the yardage of the course might have suggested. St John’s were delighted to 

have five players in this year’s competition. All of them represented the school with enthusiasm and sportsmanship, performing 

very well and supported each other throughout. The team was made up of Prashant Pandya, Nicolas Lewis, Josh (8C), Zak (7H)

and Ansh (5R). Ansh (33 points) and Josh (20 points) combined to give St John’s a respectable team score of 53 points. Ansh 

finished 4th in the Junior Jigger for the youngest competitors and is certainly one to watch out for in the future. 

In the wonderful grounds of Stowe School it really was a super day. I would like to particularly thank all of the parents and boys 

for committing to the event which is so special. I very much look forward to next year. Mr Robinson 
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The Dragon U13 Tournament 12th September 
v Abingdon won 30-0 

v Wellingborough lost 0-5 

v The Dragon lost 0-25 

v St Hughes won 15-0 

v Abingdon Prep lost 5-25 

Try scorers: Netanel 2, Shivank 1, Alex 4, Skye 1, Rohan 2 

The team started with good intensity with constant pressure on 

the opposition in the first two matches, winning the first in 

dominant style and very unlucky to lose the second against a 

strong Wellingborough team. The centre pairing of Rohan and 

Skye was both physical and threatening. Alex finished well and 

Reece and Oliver distributed the ball to good effect. 

Netanel added hard edge drives and tackling to back up the 

good work done in the scrum notably by Taiga, Mathew, 

Shivank and Kianu. 

In the losing games the boys showed good heart but finally fell 

to the bigger teams. In all 19 boys gained good experience and 

much needed game time. 
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On stage with Senior Drama 

This term the Senior Drama we will be working on a short performance for the Arts Evening. We are looking forward to 

getting stuck in to rehearsals, with all our usual pantomime gusto! Auditions took place yesterday. Boys in Year 5, 6 and 7 have 

studied the rehearsal schedule closely and have already returned their reply slips. Last year’s Arts Evening production, “Robinson 

Crusoe”, was great fun for all who took part and was certainly enjoyed by the full house on the night. This year, the performance 

will take place on Thursday 29th November. We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

12       12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               September 14 2018 

Year 6 create animal shelters for the woods 

Year 6 have headed straight into their practical activities in the D&T room this week as they continued to design and make 

their projects to enhance the woods area. The boys have shown great appreciation for this special area in our school. Here we see 

them making prototypes, carrying out research and constructing their designs. We hope to show you our bat boxes, bird boxes 

and other woodland products at Arts Evening later in the term.  
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The boys have been excited to return to the Art Studio, Miss 

Gillen can’t wait to see these pictures complete! 

1. A big welcome to Arav in 4C. He has been learning 

about tinting and shading. 

2. Adam and Kabir in 4M have enjoyed mixing blue tints 

and shades. 

Year 5 has been learning about the Italian artist, Giuseppe  

Arcimboldo. They have started their fruit and vegetable  

portraits. 

3. Anek in 5K                                                                            

4.  Zian in 5K 

5.                    Sahib and Shay in 5K                                

6.                  Ansh in 5R and Aryan in 5K 

1 2 3 

4 5 

6 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Monday 17th September: St John’s Association Meeting (7.30pm) 

Tuesday 18th September: Travelling Book Fair (Prep Library and Pre-Prep) 

Rugby v Gayhurst: U9 A, B, C, D, E (a) (2.30pm) 

Year 7 Information Evening (7.00pm) 

Wednesday 19th September: Travelling Book Fair (Prep Library and  

Pre-Prep) 

Rugby v Belmont: U13 A, B (h), U12 A, B (a) (2.30pm) 

Thursday 20th September: Travelling Book Fair (Prep Library and Pre-Prep) 

Centenary Sub-Committee Meeting (7.00pm) 

Friday 21st September: Jeans for Genes Day in the Pre-Prep 

Rugby: U10 A at UCS Tournament (1.00pm) 

Rugby v Haberdashers’: Colts A, B, C, D (a) (2.30pm) 

Rugby v UCS: U10 B, C, D (h) (2.30pm) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Birmingham Symphony Hall Concert. Please see the flyer 
on page 14 about this extraordinary concert on 11th  
November and put the date in your diary. Tickets are available 
now from the Symphony Hall box office. 

Mobile phone permission slip. If you feel it is necessary for 
your son (Years 7-8 only) to have a mobile phone in school 
please go through the mobile phone policy with him (which can 
be found on the website), complete the proforma on the last page 
and return it to Mr Phillips. Please be aware that every boy must 
sign a new form regardless of the fact that they may have signed 
one before. 

Travelling Book Fair. Our travelling book fair will be visiting 
our school on Tuesday 18th September until Thursday 20th  
September. Mr Taylor and Mrs Rizava will be in the White 
House Library during break, lunch and from 4:00-4:30 to sell 
books to the boys. They are looking forward to your kind  
contributions, as all the money go towards books for the 
school.  

Macmillan Coffee Morning is on Friday 28th September. 
Please put the date in your diary and bring cakes and  
conversation whilst supporting this fantastic charity! The  
morning kicks off at around 8.15am in the Norman Hall and is 
always very well attended. 

Pre-Prep Jeans for Genes Day. Just a reminder that Friday 
21st September is Jeans for Genes day. All Pre-Prep boys may 
come to school wearing jeans, their own tops and shoes (no 
laces please). They still require their school coat. In return we 
ask for a donation to be brought to school. The monies raised 
will be sent to help children with genetic disorders. 

Attain magazine. Please click below to view the latest edition of 
the IAPS magazine for parents of children in independent  
education. Attain Magazine. 

Moor Park Fun Run. This takes place on Sunday 30th  
September at Merchant Taylors’ School. We hope that many 
boys are fired up to run as there is a trophy for the school which 
has the most entries. You may recall that we were the proud  
winners of said trophy last year. Details of the event can be found 
on page 15. 

Votes for Schools is back! First question of the term: Is  
tourism endangering wildlife? Please discuss at home over the 
weekend in advance of voting which will take place next week. 
(Years 3-8) 

House points totals. Lawrence 1st, Oates 2nd, Lincoln 3rd, 
Churchill 4th. 

Enjoy a relaxing weekend. 

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
//fileserver/staffhomes/jsavage/Downloads/Attain Magazine.pdf

