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In these unprecedented times it is heart-
warming to read this week's Lamb, in 
particular to see all the activities that you boys 
have been taking part in. The photographs 
reflect your conscientious effort to make the 
most of a difficult situation for everyone. In 
particular I am delighted to read about 
Andreas (Year 8) and Cyrus (Year 7) who are 
actively supporting the NHS with their 
production lines and hear about boys looking 
after their families and their neighbours. Well 
done to you all!  

I am also pleased with the way you have 
engaged with home learning. I have been 
working closely with the teachers so that we 
can move to the next level after the holidays. 
It is a steep learning curve but our IT skills are 
developing fast! 

I thoroughly enjoyed seeing over fifty of our 
musicians take part in the Merchant Taylors' 
School Orchestral Afternoon; the superb 
resulting concert showed off the talents of all 
the children. 

Despite the circumstances it was a privilege to 
hand out academic, music, art and sports 
awards in the Final Assembly. Particular 
congratulations go to Lincoln, who retained 
the Burton Page Cup for House Points. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
parents for their kind donations to our Charity 
events this term. We have been able to raise 
£3000 for Playskill from the Charity Quiz and 
Pre-Prep activities as well as send £400 to 
Sport Relief.  

I would like to say a special thank you to all 
our staff who have manned the 'Key Worker' 
school especially Mr Smith who hasn't missed 
a minute. Finally, I would like to wish all the 
St. John's community a Happy Easter.  

From the 
Headmaster 

St John’s as never before 

Walking into St John’s is like entering a ghost town. Apart from school for our 

key worker children (currently approximately ten boys), our maintenance and 

grounds staff, the Bursar and Mr Robinson you are unlikely to meet a soul. How 

times have changed since 19th March…. But, in homes around Northwood, rooms 

and gardens are a hive of activity as boys get to grips with home learning, Miss  

Morgan’s challenges and the even bigger challenge of getting on with our parents 

and siblings. Thank you for all your photographs showing the different ways you are 

all dealing with this situation - keep them coming in! Above, Ted is enjoying being at 

school. Below Benyamin gives us some words of wisdom whilst Sebastian proudly 

displays the breakfast he cooked his mum on Mother’s Day. 
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Miss Morgan’s challenge - build a castle! 
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Lots of  hard work going on at home 
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Draw your teacher! 
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Key worker boys enjoying being at school 
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Helping our front line workers 

Andreas in Year 8 has been utilising his 3D printer at home and his skills to help the NHS. He joined with other volunteers 

(3dcrowd uk) in order to produce face shields for NHS staff. He printed his first sample successfully and he will be setting up a 

small production line over the next few days.  Cyrus in Year 7 is calling all his friends with 3D printers to join him in printing 

PPE for the frontline.  Cyrus has also signed up to 3DCrowd UK which is a group of volunteers across the UK supporting the 

frontline by printing face shields and distributing them to organisations in need.  The group was started by palliative-medicine 

doctor James Coxon and they are now looking to recruit more volunteers (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-

52111522).  Darius and Cyrus’ dad  is an ITU consultant at UCH.  He is very busy at the moment and working hard.  He is 

making new machines to help people breathe.  He has been working with engineers from UCL and the Merecedes F1 team to 

make this happen.  You might have caught him earlier in the week on the TV, as he was busy giving news interviews (https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=v34M0dIokLw). Do let us know if you are doing something similar. St John’s, along with 

Merchant Taylors’ and Merchant Taylors’ Prep has sent Science googles to one of our GP parents. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52111522
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52111522
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v34M0dIokLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v34M0dIokLw
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Minimus pays a visit to Year 2 

Thirteen boys from Year 8 have been visiting Year 2 this half term as part of their post-exam curriculum. We have been giv-

ing them a chance to learn one of the oldest languages in the world, Latin. In order to deliver our lessons, we have been using the 

Minimus Latin Programme, which focusses around the life of a mouse called Minimus who lives in Vindolanda (Roman Britain). 

We have taught them basic words like ‘sum’ (I am) and ‘quis es?’ (Who are you?), as well as words for different animal species and 

for different parts of a Roman house. We have also talked to them about Greek mythology and last week we told them about the 

stories of ‘Perseus and Medusa’ and ‘King Midas’ Golden Touch’. They have smiled and laughed a lot, which we hope is a sign 

that they are enjoying our teaching! We are looking forward to teaching them some more words too! Louis 8J 
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UKMT Maths Challenge results 
Bonus Round-Primary Maths Challenge (Yrs 5 and 6) 

Zian - Silver 

Kabir - Silver 

Anek - Bronze 

Kian R - Bronze 

Benyamin - Certificate of participation 

Satyen - Certificate of participation 

Intermediate Maths Challenge (Yr 8) 

Richard - Gold - Grey Kangaroo (Best in School) 

Henry - Silver - Grey Kangaroo 

Vishal - Silver - Grey Kangaroo 

Ka’im - Silver 

Krish - Bronze 

Saam - Bronze 

A question from the Intermediate Maths  

Challenge:  

The result of the calculation 9 x 11 x 13 x 15 x 17 

is the six-digit number ‘3n8185’.  

What is the value of n? 

A: 2   B: 4   C: 6   D: 8   E: 0    Answers in an 

email to Mr Colgate mcolgate@st-johns.org.uk 

I am afraid that we do not have a photograph to 

accompany this article for obvious reasons. 

County level hockey for Arian 
Arian (7B) has recently been 

accepted into the Middlesex 

Hockey Academy at Under 13 

level. After several weeks of 

training, two  weeks ago he 

played his first competitive 

matches at Merchant Taylors’ 

School. Middlesex Academy were 

up against two very strong teams 

- Oxfordshire and Buckingham-

shire but they managed a draw 

against Oxfordshire and a very 

convincing win against Bucking-

hamshire. Arian really enjoyed 

the experience of playing a coun-

ty level and is looking forward to 

the next fixtures, whenever that 

will be... 

mailto:mcolgate@st-johns.org.uk
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Mr Robinson’s Centenary Quiz 

As our Centenary celebrations seem to be put on hold for the time being Mr Robinson doesn’t want us to forget that we are 

indeed in our hundredth year so he has put together his first Centenary quiz. You will need a copy of ‘The Boys on the Hill’ to 

answer some of the questions. Please send your answers to lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk 

1)      What was Claude Norman’s nickname? 

2)      Which school did he go to? 

3)      What was his wife’s name? 

4)      Which troopship was he on when it was torpedoed in 1917? 

5)      What is the School motto? 

6)      What were the original names of the first three school houses initiated by Mr Norman? 

7)      What is the last line of the School song? 

8)      What was the name of the first recorded scholar from St John’s? 

9)      What job did Mr Norman take on during World War Two? 

10)   What sport did the boys all do in the 1930s that does not happen today? 

mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
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Boot room 

In these unprecedented times it is incredible to hear of the ways people are helping each other. At St John’s we have had an 

increasing number of boys use their own initiative and the support of their families to help others. I am delighted to introduce 

Rian’s project to help children get in to team sports. He is working with The Boot Room Charity which helps children and adults 

in need of football or rugby boots to give them the opportunity to play sports like the boys at St John’s. You can help Rian by 

donating your out grown boots so that he can pass them on. When we return to normal school Rian will organise a collection 

point for the boots. He is collecting shin pads as well. I can’t wait to see what we can do as a community to support Rian’s school 

initiative. I also can’t wait to hear him tell us how the project is progressing in assembly. SR  
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U10 A & B Hockey v St Martin’s 13th March 
U10 A v St Martin’s Won 8-2 

Scorers: Oliver 3, Adam 2, Mithil 

3 

Outstanding performances:  

Oliver and Emerson 

We had five of the A team away at the 

MTS orchestral afternoon but the 

boys who came in to the team played 

so well. Oliver worked very well in the 

mid-field and Emerson tracked back 

superbly to defend with the other 

players. We battled hard to win the 

ball and moved it quickly to our  

athletic players around the pitch. We 

had numerous chances to score and 

Mithil scored 3, Oliver 2 and Adam 

got 2 goals. We still need to shoot to 

the corners and not at the keeper but that will come with more opportunities. However, all the boys who took part should be 

congratulated for doing so well.  

U10 B v St Martin’s Lost 3-2 

Scorers: Aarav 1, Danyal 1 

Outstanding performance: Shane 

This was a great experience for the majority of the boys as it was their first competitive hockey match. We lacked structure 

throughout the first half of the match, however this allowed the boys to show individual brilliance all over the pitch. Shane played 

superbly in his first game in goal making numerous diving saves in goal keeping the team firmly in the game despite the lack of 

structure in defence. Abdullah  

controlled the game well in midfield, 

always looking for space both to pass 

and run into and ultimately kept the ball 

moving around. Luke and Kian A were 

critical at stopping the opposition's  

attacks early on, but also sprinting back 

to stop any counter attacks. Aarav  

captained the side fantastically with 

great team spirit and certainly led by 

example. It is a shame we didn’t have 

more fixtures this term, however it was 

a pleasure to coach every single one of 

you and Mr Kruger wishes you every 

success next year in the Colts!  
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U11 A & B Hockey v St Martin’s 13th March 
U11 A v St Martin’s Lost 6-4 

Scorers: Blake 2, Lucas 1, Hamza 

1 

Outstanding performances: The 

whole team 

The match was a close one and the 

boys played some excellent hockey. A 

solo effort from Blake led to his first 

goal courtesy of poor defending from 

St. Martin’s. Just before half time a 

brilliant goal came from a pass from 

Oscar to Sahib on the wing, who hit 

the ball across the D for Hamza to 

score a tap in at the far post. A  

further two goals were scored in the 

second half. Ultimately we came off 

second best against quite a strong 

side, although the boys can be pretty 

pleased with their performances.  

U11 B v St Martin’s Won 7-3 

Scorers: Aaron 3, Thomas 2, Zac 1, Ansh S 1 

Outstanding performances: Yash 

This was the last match of the season and 

what a great way to finish. The squad in 

general have had a really good journey 

with their hockey progress since the start 

of their season. The UCS tournament was 

a great challenge for the whole team the 

week before leading into this fixture, the 

last of the season.  

Aaron played with a lot of confidence 

scoring back-to-back hat tricks in the UCS 

tournament and in this fixture. The team 

was strong in attack and created many 

opportunities. The St Martin’s goalkeeper 

was absent on the day so a huge thank you 

to Aryan and Yash who played for both 

sides on the day.  
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Senior Hockey v UCS Monday 16th March 
U13 A v UCS Won 5-3 

Scorers: Zac 3, Saam 1, Krish 1 

Outstanding performance: Louis 

We started rather slowly and UCS scored 

a quick goal in the first 4 minutes. This 

was an excellent game with both teams 

playing some great hockey. UCS passed 

very well but we defended very well and 

at the back Louis was again outstanding 

in goal, making numerous great saves. At 

the back Aaron and Yusuf played well in 

defence. Krish had one of his best games 

and Zac up front scored some good goals 

with Saam and Krish on the wings playing 

very well. Oliver came on at the back and 

did well in defence. It was in the second 

half that we really extended our lead and 

won the match. Well done to all.  

 

U12 A v UCS Won 4-3 

Scorers: Ethan 2, Arian 2 

Outstanding performances: The 

whole team 

This was an excellent game played  

between two very equal teams. Both UCS 

and St John’s looked to attack with intent 

from the outset and there were some  

outstanding goals scored from each team. 

The teams were well matched and both 

defences worked hard to keep the  

respective attack at bay. The St John’s 

team played some fluent and efficient 

hockey throughout the match, which  

resulted in some fine finishing by Ethan 

and Arian. This was a fantastic game to 

finish the season. Congratulations to all 

the boys involved during all the hockey 

games, it’s been a pleasure taking you this 

season.  
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MTS Orchestral Afternoon 13th March 

On Friday the 13th March, we went to Merchant Taylors’ School for their annual Prep Schools orchestral afternoon and 

concert. I was in the woodwind ensemble. We practised Star Wars, Mr Robb’s Rift and James Bond for a bit with two conductors 

from Merchant Taylors’ and then we were given a surprise piece, The Hallelujah Chorus. Everyone was in this. It was very fun. 

After, we had a Kit Kat and went to the Great Hall. It was huge! Every band had their own space; the woodwind ensemble, the 

percussionists, brass band, string ensemble. We practised our pieces and then we had dinner. The food was delectable. I had 

southern fried chicken, chips and a donut. After was the concert and I think that everyone played amazingly. I even got to meet 

the person who wrote Mr Robb's Rift. Thank you for taking us - I had a great time and learnt lots. Michael 6R 
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Watford Festival duet success 

On 15th March Kian J and Alistair (Year 5) entered the Watford Festival of Music and Drama in the Small Ensemble class and 

came first with their duet. The invigilator was impressed that such young boys had come together and were so enthusiastic in 

playing together. Very well done both of you. 

Newest member of  NYGE 
Aarav (6R) sat for the auditions of the National Youth Guitar 

Ensemble (NYGE) on 8th February (his birthday!) and he has been 

offered a place as a member of NYGE. They usually audition  

children aged 12 and above but were happy to audition Aarav as he 

was playing a Grade 7 piece. This is an excellent achievement Aarav. 
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Year 5 making cushions 

We were challenged by Mrs McSween to make a cushion of our choice. At the beginning we had a few competitions to see 

who was the fastest to set up their sewing machine. This was a new experience for me. On our cushion we were allowed to put 

some pictures on it, using sublimation printing. On my cushion I have two pictures one which is Mohammed Salah alone but on 

the other picture is the eight best players in the Liverpool squad. We have also learned to add a zip, applique and reverse  

applique. Mrs McSween was very helpful throughout the whole way. I am very proud of my finished cushion, I will put it in my 

bedroom.  
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Year 4 D&T combines with Science 
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1. Year 3 have been creating work by the artist Paul Klee. 

Aary, Cato, Liam H and Saavan produced lovely pieces. 

2. Year 4 were tasked with drawing a portrait of their mums. 

Freddy and James clearly spent a lot of time on theirs. 

3. Year 5 were challenged with drawing still life flowers at 

home. Look at Kian D’s beautiful creation. 

4. Year 6 have been learning about Op art and Aayan and Leo 

submitted excellent examples. 

1 1 1 

1 2 2 

3 4 4 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

 

Photo of the week Contact  details 

Votes for Schools. Please see information about this from Mrs 

McSween on page 8. 

Design your dream bike competition. Why not wile away a 

few hours by designing your dream bike. Please pages 20-21 for 

more information about this initiative from the Road Safety and 

School Travel Team at the London Borough of Hillingdon. 

This is running in conjunction with National Bike Week (6-14 

June). 

Northwood Hills Residents Association. There is an  

important letter on pages 22-23 from Andrew Riley, Chairman 

of the Northwood Hills Residents Association about ways that 

the residents of Northwood Hills are helping in this time of 

crisis. 

Creative Quarantine! A studio in Nottingham is sending out 

various creative activities and adventures for you to complete 

daily while we are in quarantine - today's is to try and create 

some Ren'yay'sance art! There are two levels - one for adults 

and one for children. https://wearenonsuch.com/creativequarantine/  

World Wildlife Fund. Click on this link to find out ways that 

you can make the most of your time at home as a family. 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/families  

Contacting school over the holidays. If you need to get in 

touch with us then Mrs Baguley is on the main school number. 

Miss Morgan will deal with Pre-Prep queries, Mrs Murphy for 

the Juniors, Mr Phillips for Year 5, Mrs Savage for Year 6 and 

Mr Russo for Years 7 and 8. 

Reports and Grade Sheets. These will be published on the 

Parent Portal on Monday 6th April 

Importance of fresh air and exercise. Whilst we are confined 

to our homes don’t forget the importance of fresh air and  

exercise and make sure you get outside at least once a day. 

Photos and Articles. In order to keep the Lamb going we are 

relying on information from home to fill the pages so please 

send in anything which you think could be included. Thank you. 

STAY SAFE AND WELL. 

Notices and Reminders 

Mr Smith has forgotten how old (and 

tall) he is! 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
https://wearenonsuch.com/creativequarantine/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/families

