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Welcome to this special edition of The Lamb. 
During this week we have been able to reflect on 
past wars and the sacrifices that our armed forces 
have made to give us the freedom we enjoy 
today. St John's boys have represented the 
School with thoughtfulness and pride with 
excellent assemblies throughout the week which 
have focussed on the centenary of the end of the 
First World War. Five boys played the Last Post 
during our own two minute silence at break time 
today. 

We all enjoyed a superb Fireworks evening on 
Tuesday culminating in one of the best displays I 
can remember. Thanks must go to the St John’s 
Association team which worked tirelessly to 
ensure everybody had a good time. 

There has been lots of activity: Year 3 took part 
in road safety training provided by Hillingdon 
whilst Year 4 have been conducting practical 
experiments in Science. Reception learnt about 
Diwali from one of our parents and Year 2 have 
put their artistic skills to the test to create 
fireworks pictures. 

St John's Governors made their first visit of the 
academic year. They were able to spend time 
seeing the boys in action in the classroom and 
meet the new members of staff. 

On the sporting front the younger boys have 
enjoyed closely contested fixtures against Claires 
Court and Caldicott and I wish the U11 team all 
the best in the Belmont Tournament tomorrow. 

I know that many boys and parents will be 
attending the Concert of Hope and 
Remembrance at Birmingham Symphony Hall 
on Sunday and I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Finally, Year 8 have been working hard on final 
preparations for their mock examinations next 
week. They will sit relevant papers for the 
schools of their choice and this will help them to 
identify the areas to work on. I would like to 
wish them every success. 

From the 
Headmaster 

We will remember 

Armistice Day gives us time to reflect on past and present conflicts and it is 

extremely important we remember the enormous sacrifices made by all members of 

the armed services. At St John’s we choose to mark the occasion every year and this 

year is particularly important one hundred years on from the end of the First World 

War. Our assemblies have focussed on different aspects of remembrance and boys 

from Years 5, 7 and 8 have taken part throughout the week. Poppies have been sold 

in school in aid of the Royal British Legion and our top trumpeters once again  

performed The Last Post today at 11.00am followed by two minutes silence. Some 

of our senior boys will represent the School at the Remembrance Service at the 

Northwood War Memorial on Sunday morning, and, along with many others, will lay 

a wreath in memory of the fallen. Many of us will be travelling to Birmingham on 

Sunday to take part in or listen to a special Remembrance Concert organised by the 

Merchant Taylors’ Company in the Symphony Hall there. We will report on these 

events next Friday. 
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Remember, remember…. 

On Tuesday evening all eyes were facing upwards as we marvelled at the stunning St John’s fireworks display which lit up the 

night sky. The whole event was organised by our excellent St John’s Association and included a supper of burgers and sausages in 

the dining room, the opportunity to buy novelties, sweets and popcorn, a raging bonfire complete with Guys and beautifully 

carved illuminated pumpkins. Congratulations to Reece (8L) and Albert (5K) who were winners of the Guy and pumpkin  

competition respectively. It was wonderful to see so many families attend and we were very pleased to welcome several local  

residents too. A big thank you goes to the St John’s Association for their enormous hard work and commitment and to Mr Blunt 

for taking some amazing photos. 
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Fireworks night in pictures 
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Remembrance in the Pre-Prep 

In the Pre-Prep we have been thinking about Remembrance Day. The boys have learnt that 100 years ago on the eleventh 

hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month 1918, the First World War officially ended. The boys have been buying poppies 

and know that this flower is a symbol used to represent all the brave soldiers who fought and died for our country in the First 

World War and in all other wars since that time. In assembly today Reception showed off their writing skills by labelling parts of a 

poppy. Year 1 recited a poem explaining why poppies are worn to remember and Year 2 wrote poems about remembrance. All 

Nursery and Pre-Prep boys took part in the minutes silence to mark the 100 years since the First World War ended. 
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Topical art work in Year 2 

Year 2 definitely had a blast this week and Guy Fawkes was an important theme at the beginning of the week. Everyone paint-

ed some terrific firework pictures on Tuesday developing their brush stroke skills and powers of concentration at the same time.  
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Learning about Diwali in Reception 

This half term the Topic for Reception is Festivals and Celebrations. The Robins and Squirrels have made firework pictures 

and on Thursday Mrs Sharma very kindly came in to talk to the boys about Diwali. She told them the story about Rama and Sita 

and brought chocolate for all the boys as a Diwali treat. Thank you!   
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Stop, look, listen and think 

On Wednesday Year 3 had a visit from the Hillingdon Road Safety and School Travel Team. They learnt all about being 

safe on the roads and the rules around different kinds of crossings. They were also told about the different ways to keep safe and 

be seen in the dark which is particularly relevant as the nights draw in, before some very practical training on the roads around the 

School. All the boys listened carefully and hopefully they are now more road aware. 
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Practical Science in Year 4 

Our current topic, Keeping Warm, involves learning about thermal conductors and insulators. We worked through all the  

stages of an experiment, discussing fair testing in detail, and then carrying out the test ourselves. It was exciting to take each  

thermometer reading and notice how much the temperature changed over time. We also practised drawing a scientific diagram! 

Next week, we will think about drawing our conclusions and see if our predictions were correct. 
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Diwali celebrations for one family 

Anay (4M) gave us an insight into how he and his family celebrate Diwali. Year 3 have been learning about this important  

Hindu Festival and should be able to recognise the lovely rangoli patterns in some of these photos. 
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U10 & U11 Swimming Gala at York House 

This was an excellent event on Monday against some very strong schools who not only have a swimming pool but they also 

have lots of club swimmers. In the boy’s event we competed against Aldwickbury, Gayhurst, York House and Aldenham. Sam 

and Ethan competed very well and came in 2nd place in the 50m freestyle and 50m breaststroke respectively but the winners 

across the board were very impressive and one could see a clear difference in the power and technique. All the boys battled hard 

and it was a great experience for all the St John’s boy’s to swim in this gala. Well done!  

Out of  school success for Year 3 boy 

On Sunday, Bailey in 3W entered the Novice County Gymnastics Competition for Hertfordshire. He had to compete 

against a number of different clubs and represented his own club, which is Sapphire Gymnastics at Hemel Hempstead. In his age 

group, 7 to 8 years, he was awarded Gold for both 'Floor' and 'Vault' and Silver for 'Parallel Bars' and 'Bars'. Huge congratulations 

to him for his achievements.   
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U9 Rugby v Claires Court 6th November 
U9 A v Claires Court 

Try scorers: Rafi 3, Emerson 2, Shane 2, 

Oliver W 2, Adam 2, Nishant 2, Alastair 

1, Jimi 1, Archie 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

The boys simply blew me away with their 

progress and team effort on the day. St 

John’s scored 16 team tries in total  

considering this was only their second 

fixture versus Claires Court 12th of the 

season. A noticeable improvement as a 

squad in attack, passing and defence. It is 

still the first year of contact with the main 

skill to develop being the tackle. We will 

continue to develop this to the best of 

our ability. Well done all.  

U9 B v Claires Court 

Try scorers: Oliver 1, Luca 1 

Outstanding performances: Oliver 

The opposition started strongly and the 

boys, under pressure, took time to settle 

into their game but this they did later in 

the first half and in the second played 

with good confidence, teamwork and  

determination. They made Claires Court 

run their full 7 tackles a number of times 

with defence led by Oliver, Ahaan and 

Daniel (whose line speed was excellent 

throughout.) Mithil and Luca made telling 

runs and Oliver was able to power 

through the defence to also score a well 

deserved try. One key area for all of the 

boys to work on is staying on the pitch, 

they gave too many soft turnovers away 

running over the side-line. 
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U9 Rugby v Claires Court 6th November 
U9 C v Claires Court 

Try scorers: Kian P 2, George 1, Danyal 

1, Rehaan 1, Luke 1, Kabir 1, Kian D 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

We played up the slope in the first half 

which made it difficult for us to score tries. 

At times, we needed to pass the ball just 

before contact and this would certainly 

have helped us to score more tries but 

good defence just stopped us on a couple 

of occasions. In the second half with the 

slope we ran with much more confidence 

and scored 7 tries. Kabir scored a great 

individual try in the corner. George, Kian 

P and Kian D all ran strongly and the side 

played so much better in the second half. 

Well done. 

 

 U9 D v Claires Court 

Try scorers: James C 4, Krish 3,  

Roshan 2, Aarav 1, George L 2 

Outstanding performances: James C 

This was a magnificent game played in  

fantastic conditions and in a great spirit. St 

John’s scored many well crafted tries 

through evasive running, good support 

play, slick passing and clinical finishing. 

The defence was strong throughout and 

there were numerous try saving tackles. 

There were some notable performances in 

both the first and second half, but the 

stand out player was James C with his 

powerful running, solid defensive tackles 

and four tries. Congratulations to all the 

team, well done boys!  
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U8 teams v Caldicott Thursday 8th November 
U8 New Zealand v Caldicott 

Try scorers: Daanish 1, Bailey 2, Alex 1, Rian 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

Both sides played well and when we had the ball in attack 

we tended to run as individuals. Against quick defenders 

we were not able to get round them. At times, we attacked 

the narrow channels too often and we just needed to move 

the ball wider through the hands into the areas of space. 

However, once we started to move the ball the game 

changed hugely for us. We were able to make breaks,  

support the ball carrier and score some good tries. The 

pick of the tries was Bailey from a number of excellent 

passes and he used his speed to beat a number of players 

and score a super try. Well done to all the team.  

U8 New Wales v Caldicott 

Try scorers: Leo 1, Michael 1, Ayaan 3, Rohan 3, 

Harry 6, Kayhan 1 

Outstanding performances: Harry 

A very high scoring game in which every player was very 

involved. Vivek made many tackles which allowed us to 

have the ball more so that our runners could be put into 

space by Kayhan with his amazing passing. It was an all 

round team performance to be proud of with some very 

good evasive running and a very good platform to build on 

for the coming weeks. Well played.  

U8 Ireland v Caldicott 

Try scorers: Dries 2, Joshua 1, Darsh 1, Otto 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

Great attacking play by every single player allowed us to 

use the space on the wings. Every player showed really 

good pace and determination which helped us in defence 

by putting a lot of pressure on the other team to force 

dropped balls. Otto lead by example as captain and every 

other member of the team followed extremely well! At 

times we were very narrow in attack towards the last few 

of the 7 tackles, so we need to compose ourselves in  

future. Well played boys!  



 

14       14                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        November 09 2018 

1. Year 5 has been learning about Native American art. They are 

creating totem pole faces. Yash and Benyamin in 5K  

are working together on their eagle picture. 

2. Ahmed in 3H has really enjoyed printing his Autumn leaf  

picture. 

3. This beautiful owl study is by Shay in 5K. 

4. Some Year 3 have enjoyed making mummified cats out of their 

plastic bottles which they brought in from home. 

5. James in 4C has coloured in a ‘warm hand’ and Kush in 4M has 

coloured in a ‘cold hand’. 

1 2 

3 4 

5 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Saturday 10th November: Belmont Rugby Tournament: Colts A (10.00am) 

Sunday 11th November: Remembrance Service, Northwood (10.45am) 

Merchant Taylors’ Company Remembrance Concert, Birmingham (2.30pm) 

Monday 12th November: 

Tuesday 13th November: Rugby v Haberdashers’: U9 A, B, C, D, E (h) (2.30pm) 

Rugby v Davenies at Merchant Taylors’: U12 A (a) (6.00pm) 

Wednesday 14th November: School Council 

Rugby v Davenies: U13 A & B (a), U12 B (h) (2.30pm) 

Thursday 15th November: Year 8 Mock Examinations 

Rugby v Davenies: U8 A, B, C, D, E (a) (2.30pm) 

St John’s Association AGM (7.00pm) 

Friday 16th November: Year 8 Mock Examinations 

Rugby v Gayhurst: U10 A, B, C, D (h) (2.30pm) 

Saturday 17th November: U13 A England v Japan at Twickenham (2.30pm) 

Northwood Lights Big Switch-On (3.30pm) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

Cenotaph Service. Some of our senior boys will be represent-

ing the School on Sunday in the centre of Northwood when 

they will present a wreath at the Cenotaph. You are warmly in-

vited to join them and many other schools and organisations at 

this service of remembrance. Proceedings begin at 10.40am. 

St John’s Association AGM. This takes place on Thursday 
November 15th at 7.00pm in the Norman Hall and lasts  
approximately half an hour. All parents are welcome to attend. 

Anti-Bullying Week. In line with the rest of the country next 

week this is our assembly theme. Don’t forget to wear odd 

socks on Monday 12th November! 

Christmas Bazaar. In addition to the items mentioned on the 

previous page raffle prizes are also needed for the Bazaar. If 

you have something suitable then please drop it into the school 

office. Thank you. 

Great Ormond Street Hospital. Mrs Scott is raising money 

for this amazing hospital by taking part in the London Winter 

Walk on Sunday 13th January 2019. If you would like to  

support her then please click on this link:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachel-scott24 

Stem Den. Our Stem Den program is on the website! We have 

lots of fun, exciting and educational activities planned over the 

Christmas holidays, 17th to 21st December, at St. Johns. Aimed 

at all ages from 5 to 13 and open to both boys and girls we have 

something for everyone. To find out more or to book  

click here.  

Votes for Schools. Last week’s question:  ‘Do aliens exist?’ Yes 

71.9%, No 28.1%.  Question for next week: ‘Do anonymous 

apps make bullying worse?’ Please discuss at home over the 

weekend. 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 40.39, 2nd Lincoln 39.01, 

3rd Oates 38.85, 4th Lawrence 37.53 

Watford Music Festival. If you wish to take part, you will 

need to enter yourself online then please let Mrs Selwood know 

that you have entered. The closing date is 14th December. For 

more information please visit the Watford Festival website 

www.watfordfestival.co.uk 

Have a good weekend and all the best to Year 8 next week. 

Notices and Reminders 
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