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This has certainly been an action packed 
finish to the term. I felt so proud on 
Tuesday night during our Carol Service 
at Emmanuel Church. It was a 
memorable occasion and a full 
congregation joined with the orchestra 
to sing traditional carols and hear the 
story of the birth of Jesus. I would like 
to thank the music team for their 
efforts. 

Thank you also to the St John’s 
Association for their incredible efforts 
last Saturday at the Bazaar. It was a 
super family occasion much enjoyed by 
all. I know all the boys had fun at their 
class parties and the Christmas Jumper 
Day. The Christmas lunch and tuck 
shop were particularly popular. We 
raised £416 for Save The Children. 
Thank you very much for your support.  

In final assemblies it was my pleasure to 
award the Burton Page House Points 
cup to Churchill, Arts Ties to several 
boys in Year 8 and the "I did my best!" 
cup to Liam in the Eagles. 

In sport congratulations to all of the 
boys who ran well in the House cross 
country events, in particular the 
medallists and to all those individuals 
who received colours for rugby. The 
U13 A hockey team deserve special 
recognition for their success in the 
Merchant Taylors’ School Hockey 
League after winning in the final on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

After such an exciting term I wish you 
all a restful Christmas and look forward 
to welcoming you back in 2019. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Christmas Carol Service 

On Tuesday night Emmanuel Church in Northwood was full to the rafters as 

we held our annual Carol Service. Our musicians were again in action with the  

Guitar Group, Senior Recorders and the Chamberlain ensemble playing in the foyer 

as the congregation arrived. The service itself took us through the Christmas story 

with boys from Year 3 to 8 reading Bible passages and poems. The Orchestra and 

Brass Band led our singing whilst the Senior Choir, Junior School and Year 5 boys  

performed beautifully. Our distinguished guests were very complimentary about the 

whole evening. Well done to all involved - a fitting start to the Christmas holidays. 
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Cracking Christmas Bazaar 

You know it's nearly Christmas when you walk into the St John's Christmas Bazaar. Last Saturday the whole school was in 

a festive mood, from the outside lights and White House Christmas tree through to a secret grotto, a hideout for Father  

Christmas. There was something for all ages with the children working through their Christmas shopping list in the secrets room 

with Miss Morgan and her band of merry helpers, followed by tombolas and raffles for some magnificent prizes. The legendary 

human fruit machine was replaced by ‘hoop the antler’ with some rather well known reindeer taking up the challenge! Well done 

to some of our Year 7 boys who manned stalls for charity for this year. One stall raised nearly £320 for St Luke’s Hospice and 

another £67.60 for Magic Breakfast entirely through their own efforts. Massive thanks must go to the Association headed up by 

Mrs Heward who have worked tirelessly for weeks organising what was a fantastic day.  
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Christmas Jumper Day 

Yesterday everyone left their blazers and school jumpers at home in favour of brightly coloured and festive Christmas  

jumpers. We started the day with an entertaining assembly which involved three Year 8 boys competing to put on the most 

Christmas jumpers. It was a close run thing with Joe (8L) winning with an amazing ten jumpers. Years 5-8 took part in the Senior 

House cross-country after which we were suitably ready for a hearty and delicious Christmas lunch. The Association put on their 

legendary tuckshop before Years 3-8 convened in the Norman Hall for an afternoon of excitement. Mr Phillips compèred the 

traditional House Christmas quiz which this year was won by Churchill. Altogether a fabulous day which also raised £416.32 for 

‘Save the Children.’ Thank you for your generosity as ever. 
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Mrs Walker attends the Vernon Service 

On Tuesday Mrs Walker was kindly invited to attend the 

prestigious Vernon Service at Merchant Taylors’ Hall and to 

support Magic Breakfast, our focus charity of the year. The day 

started with a wonderful carol service at Saint Michael’s Church, 

Cornhill, in memory of John Vernon, Master of the Company in 

1609. The service takes place annually to remember him and his 

support of the Merchant Taylors’ Company. It was a wonderful 

treat to hear the Merchant Taylors’ School choir singing at the 

service, including old boys Alex Bickerstaff and Noah Collins 

who performed so beautifully. After the service, all guests were 

invited back to the Merchant Taylors’ Hall where charity was the 

main focus. All of the chosen charities for the year were in  

attendance, including Magic Breakfast who are also being  

supported by the Company. Hearing more about why Magic 

Breakfast was chosen, the fantastic work that they do and the 

aims that they have for the future was inspiring. She left with a 

sense of real purpose and determination to ensure that we raise 

as much as we can to support this dedicated charity. Thank you 

to every parent, child and staff member who has already donated 

during one of our many events this term, it really does make a 

big difference.  

The famous Magic Breakfast bagel that has been specially created for the 

purpose of keeping children going for as long as possible, fortified with extra 

protein, vitamins and minerals to ensure a healthy start for every child.  
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Connection maps in English 

Year 5 had an exciting lesson in the Norman Hall this week where they created their own connection maps. Students were 

given masking tape, post-it notes and pens and were asked to draw links between various similar or contrasting characters, themes 

and settings of our studied text, “Street Child”. Not only did they show good collaborative learning, but they also managed to 

explore the text in depth. Boys were thrilled to learn in a more kinaesthetic way and be actively involved and lead the lesson. They 

impressed Mrs Rizava with their presentational skills and their expanded ideas.  

Boys organise ‘Contact the Elderly’ tea 
On a cold Sunday afternoon we decided to arrange our annual Contact the Elderly 
tea. You may be wondering what is Contact the Elderly and what does the charity do, well 
let me explain. Contact the Elderly organises monthly Sunday afternoon tea parties for 
small groups of people aged 75 and over who are dealing with loneliness and social isolation. 
It can make people have smiles on their faces and could even help build relationships. 
Many of these people have lost loved ones or have an illness or disability as often happens 
in life. My favourite thing about arranging these teas is that I get to see many people who 
have such great stories and talents as they get to express themselves and be part of a social 
group. The group is warmly welcomed by a different host each month, but the drivers  
remain the same and the groups are kept small so that everyone can join in easily and get to 
know each other properly. It’s a simple idea, but the impact is immeasurable as it is the  
perfect opportunity to get out of the house, make new friends within the local community, 
and generally brighten up a weekend. One of my favourite guests is Eric who joined the 
Contact the Elderly community back in the summer. He is 97 years and has an amazing 
character. He sadly lost his wife two years ago. I have fun serving cakes and LOTS of cups 
of tea to our guests and entertaining them with music recitals. The elderly also have some 
amazing talents like singing and one elderly guest even told a funny story of the  
Magna-Carta. I found it amazing as they had such good memories. All the guests come to 
the charity through social services, concerned neighbours and even the Emergency  
Services. They often don’t see anybody for days on end and don’t speak to anybody and no 
one speaks to them. This is a real lifeline for them and they all look forward to it every 
month. One guest even knitted my sister a jumper! 

We have been doing these teas for 4 years now (twice a year) and are proud to be part of 
this amazing charity. It is important to remember elderly people as they gave so much in 
the past for us now. For more information visit https://www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk/ 
Louis  (7J) 

https://www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk/
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Final assemblies this morning 

This morning both the Prep and the Pre-Prep held their final assembly of 2018. In the Prep School Mr Robinson was able to 

award medals to the cross-country winners and announce Churchill as the Burton Page Cup winning House for this term. In the  

Pre-Prep assembly all the boys gave three cheers for the teachers and Liam in the Eagles was presented with the ‘I did my best’ Cup. 
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What goes up must come down! 

Year 2 managed to turn the party spirit into some very successful science with the arrival of a large number of helium  

balloons in school. Having studied the effect of gravity in our forces topic we all very much enjoyed making things rise up rather 

than fall to earth. The boys were very quick to grasp the idea that helium balloons would rise because they were lighter than air 

and there was great excitement predicting how many balloons it would take to lift some pens off the ground.  Even better was 

working out how much Blue Tac we could add in weight before the balloons drifted gently down and proving the old adage that 

what goes up must indeed come down. 
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Reception learns about Hanukkah 

Mrs Becker visited the Robins and Squirrels this week. She introduced the boys to Hanukkah. We all enjoyed listening to the 

story of Sammy the spider and his first Hanukkah. Mrs Becker lit the Hanukkah candles then gave each of the boys a gift  

including a doughnut and a dreidel. The teachers loved the doughnuts too! 
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Teamwork in Year 2 

Teamwork is very much part of life in St Johns Pre-Prep and, working in groups of three, all the boys in Year 2 were given 

the job of making the longest paper chain they could to decorate the classrooms. Eagles probably had the more challenging task 

as the chain had to be at least as long as the height of their teacher but both groups worked extremely well far surpassing expecta-

tions. The longest chains came in at over four metres. It was a real pleasure to see the boys work so cooperatively together and 

equally important the chains made the classrooms look delightfully festive in the run up to the end of term.   
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Christmas party in the Pre-Prep 

The classrooms were transformed on Wednesday afternoon as each room became the venue for different party games and 

treats. The boys all proudly wore their hand crafted party hats and, of course, the highlight was an audience with the big man  

himself, Father Christmas. All the Pre-Prep are definitely in a festive mood and still ten days to go! 
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Christmas party in the Pre-Prep 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…. 
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Party time in the Juniors 

The Juniors enjoyed a wonderful party to celebrate Christmas and the end of term. The hat making competition was the 

highlight and everyone made an amazing hat. Then we played lots of fun party games and had a pass the parcel too. It was lovely 

to see and hear boys congratulating each other and with a smile on their faces. We had crisps and chocolate to round off the 

event and the “snowball” game at the end was great fun. Thank you to Mrs Hallett for organising our party so brilliantly. The hat 

competition are listed below. 

3H 

1st: Anay 

2nd: Mehul 

3rd: Otto 

3W 

1st: Thomas 

2nd: Michael 

3rd: Darsh 

4C 

1st: George G 

2nd: Armaan 

3rd: Kian P 

4M 

1st: Rafi 

2nd: George R 

3rd: Jimi 
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U11 hockey teams v MTP 7th December 
U11 A v Merchant Taylors’ Prep Lost 4-2 

Goal scorers: Arian 1, Ethan 1 

Outstanding performances: Arian, Noah 

and Harman 

The boys should not be too dispirited. They 

played some very good hockey, dominating 

the game for sustained periods and creating 

many opportunities, but were often quite 

jittery on the ball and gave it away too much. 

Sadly chances were not finished off in the 

first half, whereas Merchant Taylors’ scored 

two of theirs and gained another through a 

shuffle. Thoughtful conversation at half time 

prompted improvements in marking,  

communication and calmness on the ball. 

Goals followed courtesy of Arian and Ethan 

and the boys won the second half.  

U11 B v Merchant Taylors’ Prep Lost 3-1 

Goal scorers: Asikoo 1 

Outstanding performances: Hilkesh 

A tight game from the start. The score  

remained at 1-1 for most of the game with 

MTP pulling away with 5 minutes left.  

Useful and constructive team chats before 

the game and at half time were had to  

challenge our development. Glimpses of link 

up play but going forwards we’ll have to  

target passing stronger and more accurately 

in our attacks. In defence it’s key that we 

don’t defend too deep and we must put 

pressure on the ball consistently. Hilkesh 

had an exceptional performance as the  

goalkeeper with many saves, well done  

indeed. This was an entertaining and close 

match so well done on a solid start. We are 

looking forward to more hockey in the new 

year.  
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U10 hockey teams v MTP 7th December 
U10 A v Merchant Taylors’ Prep Lost 9-3 

Goal scorers: Oliver 3 

Outstanding performances: Amos 

We went down a goal very early on but it was clear to 

see that the opposition were skilful and could pass the 

ball around the pitch with precision and speed. We 

battled hard and tried to pass the ball to players in 

space. Too often we rushed the pass and we really 

needed to pass the ball earlier and wider.  Oliver took 

his chances well and scored 3 very good goals. Sahib 

S played well on the flanks and in the middle. 

Throughout the match Amos made numerous  

outstanding saves to keep us in the game. At the back 

we still need to clear the ball away wider but this was 

our first match and overall this was an excellent  

experience. Things to work on for the next matches 

next term.  

U10 B v Merchant Taylors’ Prep Lost 3-1 

Goal scorers: Reuben 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

A very slow start for both teams but considering it 

was our first game and the conditions were very wet 

and cold, we played very well against an experienced 

MTP side. Kian in goal saved many shots including 2 

‘7 seconds’ which gave the team motivation. Vihaan 

and Reuben were immense in defence among other 

players as they closed down the space quickly and 

kept their structure superbly. Aaron, Joshua and  

Daniel worked well in rotation on the wings by 

spreading it wide and crossing it in which really tested 

their defence. In the middle Lucas disrupted their 

passing game well in order to feed Darwin on front 

who was extremely close to scoring on many  

occasions. Felix brought energetic movement off the 

bench to spread the opposition’s defence and create 

holes for our midfield to pass through. Well played 

all, a very positive start to the season!  



 

16       16                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              December 14 2018 

THL finals at Merchant Taylors’ School 
U13 A v Merchant Taylors’ Prep  

Won on penalty shoot-out. 2-2 in the match and 

1-0 on penalty shoot-out. 

Goal scorers: Rohan 2, Alex 1 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

This was brilliant match for a final and certainly one of 

the most competitive matches Mr Pawson had seen in a 

long time. In the first half, we dominated and had 10 

chances to score but fantastic keeping from the  

opposition keeper kept them very much in the game. We 

scored first through Rohan and they came back quickly 

with a goal. At the back, Matthew in goal was superb and 

Reece, Netanel and Taiga all played their part in keeping 

a very strong opposition from scoring more goals against 

us. In the second half, Alex scored an excellent shuffle 

goal to put us ahead but back came MTP to equalise. On the flanks, Rohan, Mason and Ashok all looked very good on the ball 

but when the whistle finally came it was sudden death. St John’s went first and after two shuffles each no team held the  

advantage. Up steps Rohan who beats the keeper brilliantly to give us the advantage. MTP had one last chance but Matthew in 

goal made a super save. This was a superb team performance and the boys should be very proud that they won the final against a 

very strong MTP side. Well done!  

U12 A v Merchant Taylors’ Prep  

Lost 6-2 

Goal scorers: Saam 1, Krish D 1 

Outstanding performances: Louis 

A brilliant effort from the boys who fought and played well till the very end. 

The U12A’s started strong and had two opportunities in the first 5 minutes. Unfortunately we couldn't capitalize on these and 

MTP scored first through a 7 second shuffle. St John’s responded straight away to level 1-1 and at this stage it seemed this was 

going to be another close contest. The MTP passing simply improved as the match progressed compared to St John’s who were 

at times trying to dribble through the opposition rather than ‘passing and moving’. Louis was spectacular in goal and made many 

saves. Heading into the main hockey season Mr Kruger would really like this squad to mature in their marking of players and link 

up play. Really well done on your efforts in this well deserved final match. Keep learning and keep enjoying! 
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U13 A and B v The Beacon 12th December 
U13 A v the Beacon Lost 23-10 

Try scorers: Alex 1, Yuri 1 

Outstanding performances: Skye 

This was a tough challenge for the last match of the term. 

It proved to be intense and physical in all aspects of the 

game with both teams fiercely competing and eager to 

win. The Beacon scored first moving the ball to the wing 

and St John’s equalised very soon after with their own 

wide out score through Alex who had broken free from 

halfway. It was difficult for both teams to create lots of 

chances with the defences so tight but The Beacon 

scored their second with a line break but St John’s  

quickly responded again with a try from Yuri who tracked 

a very impressive break from Skye through the centre of 

the opposition’s defence which took him to the try line 

before off loading to Yuri. 

Half time score was 15-10 to Beacon and in the second 

half coming down the hill they kept St John’s pinned in 

their own half and 2 late tries put them out of reach. All 

of the St John’s players fought to the end and should be 

commended for their tenacity, teamwork and spirit. 

U13 B v the Beacon Lost 50-5 

Try scorers: Aadil 

Outstanding performances: Aadil and Shane 

This was the last U13 B rugby fixture v The Beacon and 

the boys did the best they could against a strong and well 

drilled Beacon outfit. The St John’s team scored the best 

try of the game through a magnificent break from Shane 

in his own 22 metre area,who beat five defenders then 

off loaded to Aadil who set off on a galloping run to the 

try line. The team competed well in the forwards and 

managed to turn over lots of ball and hold up the Beacon 

attacks. However, it was in the backline that the Beacon 

team had the overall edge. Their three quarter line were 

consistent and efficient in their passing, catching and  

running. They scored many a try wide through clinical 

finishing. The St John’s boys never gave up and kept 

tackling and defending throughout the match. Well done 

to all the squad today and this season!  
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U12 A and B v The Beacon 12th December 
U12 A v the Beacon Lost 40-0 

Outstanding performances: Louis and 

Charlie 

We started slowly and the Beacon scored 

four tries in the first half. They moved the 

ball well and in the back line we seemed a 

little disorganised with Yusuf and Rohan 

missing from the side. However, Louis and 

Charlie battled hard and always beat a  

number of opposition players. We just 

needed a little more support at the ruck  

area. There were moments when we broke 

through but too often we just lacked the 

final support player. In the second half, we 

put in a really good performance and held 

The Beacon for long periods of the 

match.  The team battled hard and never 

gave up. Well done!  

U12 B v the Beacon Lost 45-5 

Try scorers: Kamsi 

Outstanding performances: The whole 

team 

A great effort from the boys on their last 

game of the season, they played well as a 

team and kept their discipline throughout 

despite playing a much stronger side. We 

looked good in attack with some great play 

off first phase and had some real structure 

to our game. Our try came from Kamsi 

who used his pace well to get round the last 

defender and dive into the corner. In  

defence we missed many first tackles which 

resulted in their runners blasting up through 

the middle but towards the end of the game 

we started to stop them and it was evident 

our fitness was paying off. Well played  

everyone.  
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Senior House Cross-Country 13th December 

OVERALL  HOUSE CROSS- COUNTRY RESULTS 2018          1st= Lawrence & Churchill, 3rd Oates, 4th Lincoln 

Year 5  

1st: Thomas (5K) 

2nd: Daniel (5R) 

3rd: Rakshaan (5R) 

Year 6 

1st: Ethan (6S) 

2nd: Reece (6S) 

3rd: Edward (6C) 

Year 7  

1st: Oliver (7H) 

2nd: Krish (7H) 

3rd: Sami (7H) 

Year 8  

1st: Rohan (8C) 

2nd: Yuri (8C) 

3rd: Ebrahim (8C) 

On a cold day but beautifully sunny morning, the Senior cross-country got going with Years 5 and 6 running together first. 

Lawrence looked very good as most of the front runners were in this House. Ethan in Year 6 came first was which was a tremen-

dous effort. In the Year 7 and 8 race the two front runners, Yuri and Rohan, set a quick pace and kept their lead throughout the 

race with Rohan being the eventual winner with a time only one second behind the school record.  This is an event which divides 

boys - some just love it and some just don’t! Praise must go to all the runners who took part.  
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Senior House Cross-Country 13th December 
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Champions League mascot 

Neer ( Badgers) was lucky enough to be a mascot at the Champions League match between Liverpool and Napoli at Anfield 

on Tuesday. What a honour and a double bonus for him when Liverpool won 1-0! 

Swimming success for Mihir 
Mihir Sen (4C) took part in a 

swimming gala organised at 

David Lloyd, Northwood last 

Sunday, entering 4 events (one 

for each stroke) and winning 3 

Golds and a Silver (by a touch in 

a well-fought race). Many  

congratulations to him and all the 

best with his swimming in the 

future. 
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Memorable visit to Sunshine House 

Christmas is often seen as a magical time of the year, and we hope that through visiting RNIB Sunshine House on Monday 

we managed to make some magical memories for the children there. Forty of our boys from the Brass Band, Guitar Group and 

Chamberlain Ensemble visited the school this week, and we were overwhelmed by the welcome. So many children and their  

carers came along to hear us play, and afterwards the St John’s boys were able to share their music individually with the children 

of Sunshine House as they let them feel the vibrations of the sounds when the musical instruments were played up close. We  

definitely left at the end of our short concert to them with some magical memories that we will always treasure. 
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House Art Competition results 

Boys from across the school have been 

very busy throughout the term taking 

photographs on the theme of ‘character’ for 

the House Art Competition. Every entry 

received a House Point. After careful  

consideration and much discussion the  

judges, Mrs Green, Mrs Emery and Ms Gil-

len choose the winners. 1st place: Otto 

(3H) Churchill, 2nd place: Hugo 

(Otters), 3rd place Josh (8C) Oates. The 

points awarded are added to the total for the 

House Activity Cup. Every photograph has 

also been forwarded to the Merchant  

Taylors’ Company to be included in the 

Company Schools Competition. We will let 

you know the results of this competition 

shortly. Well done to everybody who took 

part. 

Otto Hugo 

Josh 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Monday 7th January: 4+ Assessments 

STAFF INSET 

Tuesday 8th January: 4+ Assessments 

STAFF INSET 

Wednesday 9th January: Beginning 

of Spring Term (8.25am) 

Aldenham Entrance Examinations 

Thursday 10th January: John Lyon 

Entrance Examinations 

Cross Country at York House: U9 

(2.30pm) 

Friday 11th January: 

 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

House Music Festival. A reminder to all boys who learn an 

instrument that this festival is held in the Spring Term. The  

preliminary rounds begin early in the New Year and all boys 

who learn an instrument in school are automatically entered. If 

you have lessons out of school you are still most welcome to 

enter. Please let the Music Department know if you are  

interested. Every entrant will receive a house point which 

counts when adding up points in the Final on Tuesday 2nd 

April. Keep practising over the Christmas holidays! 

Uniform Sale. The first second hand uniform sale of 2019 

takes place on Friday 18th January from 2.45pm in the Prep 

School Library. 

School Calendar. The calendar for the Spring Term is available 

to view on the school website. Your son will receive a hard 

copy on the first day of next term. 

Swimming at Merchant Taylors’. The first swim next term 

will be on Monday 14th January. 

January examinations. You are all looking forward to the end 

of term but you have that nagging feeling because over the  

holiday you will need to persuade, coerce, bribe or threaten 

your son into doing some revision if they are in Years 6-8! 

Please read the Year 6 and 7 revision guides which have been 

emailed and can be found on the Parent Portal. Remember 

that little and often with lots of repetition is best and start early.  

Burton Page Cup. Congratulations to Churchill who are the 

winners of the Burton Page Cup this term. They managed to 

beat the other Houses to gain the most House Points. 

Votes for Schools: the results are in! ‘Are young people ruder 

than ever?’ Yes 84.2%; No 15.8% 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 60.07, 2nd Lincoln 59.29, 

3rd Oates 58.80, 4th Lawrence 57.53 

St John’s wishes everybody a merry Christmas and a healthy and 

peaceful 2019. Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to  

welcoming the boys back on Wednesday 9th January. 

Notices and Reminders 

Boys sporting their new ‘be safe, be 

seen’ wristbands provided by the  

London Borough of Hillingdon for 

those dark mornings and evenings. 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
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