
01       01      October 24 2018 

  St John’s School Weekly Newsletter     Issue 165 

Welcome to The Lamb. One of the 
Highlights this week was the Hunter Jones 
Poetry Recitation Competition which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all of the boys in 
Years 3 to 8. The class winners performed 
a variety of funny and serious poems with 
clarity and comic timing. I would like to 
thank Harrison Robb and Oliver Lavelle, 
two Merchant Taylors' English A level 
students, who judged the competition. 

This was followed by the Pre-Prep’s water 
themed celebration of Harvest Festival. 
The Badgers and Eagles delivered their 
lines with confidence and the boys sang 
their hearts out. Many thanks to all 
parents who gave donations for the local 
Food Bank and Magic Breakfast. 

Last week Years 3 and 4 enjoyed a visit 
from Aesop’s Touring Theatre Company 
and today Year 5 visited Regents Park 
Mosque as part of their Religious Studies 
curriculum. 

In sport all of the rugby teams have 
encountered some close matches with 
Merchant Taylors' Prep, Berkhamsted, 
Gayhurst and The Beacon. 

I hope you have a good holiday and I look 
forward to welcoming boys back to a busy 
and productive second half of term and 
seeing many you at the St John’s 
Association Fireworks Display on 
Tuesday 6th November. If you are 
looking for a holiday outing, one parent 
recommended the Oceania Art Exhibition 
at the Royal Academy which marks 250 
years since Captain Cook’s first voyage to 
the Pacific. 

From the 
Headmaster 

Hunter Jones Poetry Recitation 

The 2018 Hunter Jones Poetry Recitation on Monday was as exciting as ever, 

with all students from Year 3 to 8 learning a poem of their choice. The commitment 

and determination of all the boys enthused the English teachers, who commented 

on the use of language, choices of poems and recitation skills that the boys have 

shown. Our judges, two English Literature Sixth Form students from Merchant  

Taylors’, found it extremely difficult to decide on the winners this year, as the  

finalists were all of a high standard. Oliver and Harrison gave expert advice to  

everyone for the next Hunter Jones competition. They also took the time to speak 

personally to their chosen winners and those who were highly commended. They 

observed that the boys had a distinct tone and clear voice that emphasised every 

single word of the poem. They also commented on how a great smile to judges  

always works wonders! Well done to everyone involved. 

Junior Category (Years 3-5) 

Overall winner 

Ansh A (5R) 

Runner up 

James (4M) 

Highly commended  

Otto (3H), Ahaan (4C), 

Arav (5R), Benyamin (5K) 

Senior Category (Years 6-8) 

Overall winner 

Shivank (8L) 

Runner up 

Netanel (8L) 

Highly commended  

Panagiotis (6S), Louis (6C), Alexander 

(6C), Bradley (7H), Hari (8L) and  

Zain (8C) 
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Year 5 visit Regents Park Mosque 

This morning, Year 5 travelled to central London by coach to visit the Regents Park Mosque. Year 5 will be studying the 

Muslim religion in the second half of term and therefore this was a fantastic opportunity to start to learn about Islam and ask the 

knowledgeable Peter Bennetts, who was our guide for the morning, questions about the core beliefs. We first entered the main 

prayer hall where the boys respected the ‘no shoe’ rule and listened to Mr Bennetts discuss the Five Pillars. The boys were fully 

engaged and asked many thought-provoking questions; the boys were particularly impressed to hear that the Mosque holds nearly 

6,500 men and women on a Friday Assembly. We then spent time in the lower prayer rooms where we were able to watch videos 

and read more about Islam in an exhibition that is currently being held there. It was a very educational morning where children, 

and teachers, learnt an awful lot! Thank you to the boys for their excellent behaviour and to the teachers, Mrs Walker, Mr  

Horrocks, Mr Kruger, Mrs Rizava and Miss Hallett, for their support.  
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First Bronze certificates 

Mr Robinson presented the first Bronze certificates of the year in assembly last Friday. Josh and Aden, both in 8C were the 

first boys to achieve 40 House Points although there were several Years 5 boys who followed close on their heels with certificates 

this week. Well done and keep up the hard work! 

Following in the steps of  Olympians 

Last Sunday, Matthew and Ashok (8L) and Arian (6S) played an 11 a-side hockey match at the Lee Valley Hockey Centre on 

the pitch used for the 2012 London Olympics. It was a fantastic experience for the boys and parents watching! 
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Celebrating Harvest 

On Monday in the Pre-Prep we celebrated Harvest Festival in the Norman Hall in front of a full house. The Robins,  

Squirrels, Otters, Owls, Badgers and Eagles fitted snugly on the stage and sang about the importance of water and the different  

seasons. The older boys delivered their lines confidently and Mr Robinson commented on the clarity with which they spoke. Boys 

brought in harvest gifts which will be delivered to a local Food Bank and the retiring collection will go to our charity for this year,  

Magic Breakfast. Thank you to parents for their generous donations. 
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Do you know your vegetables? 

The Lambs have been learning all about vegetables, they each brought in two different vegetables and we chopped them up 

to make soup, it was delicious! We also acted out the story of ‘The Enormous Turnip’. 
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Do you know your vegetables? 
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Searching in the forest for 2D shapes 

The Otters and Owls have been learning the names and properties of 2D shapes. During Forest Time, they searched high 

and low for objects that resembled the shapes. They found triangles, circles and oval shaped stones in the ‘Stone Zone’ and  

rectangle and square shaped woods, from the ‘Stick Zone’. Hexagon, octagon and pentagon shaped objects proved harder to find, 

but some boys decided to be inventive and created the shapes out of straight sticks or leaves. 
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May the force be with you! 

Both the Badgers and the Eagles thoroughly enjoyed the forces workshop they attended on Thursday morning. The boys 

have very few opportunities to push and pull various objects, and each other, under supervised conditions and had a very  

enjoyable time. The event was hands on and took the format of a quiz which injected a sense of competition to the proceedings. 

Everybody had a go. The highlight for both Eagles and Badgers was having the opportunity to fire an air rocket into the sky and 

across the playground at the end of the session. There was great delight when one boy managed to get the rocket stuck in a tree. 

Fortunately Mr Haley is quite tall and managed to recover the rocket. Mrs Shah said he should have a sweet in his jar.  
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This week in Year 4 

Year 4 have spent time this week learning about using a thesaurus. It was a lot of fun to find so many new words, some of 

which the boys had never heard of before! They are hoping it will make their writing a lot more varied and interesting in future. 

In science, our new topic is Keeping Warm. We did an investigation to prove that touch is not a good way of judging  

temperature. After putting their hands in either hot or cold water, the room temperature water felt hot to one and cold to  

another. We have decided that using thermometers will help make our next experiments more accurate. It has been a busy week 

of new learning! 
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Search for the Lost Tomb 

On Tuesday Aesop’s Touring Theatre Company visited St John’s. Year 3 and Year 4 were whisked off to the Egyptian  

desert with Professor Mildred Mildew and her guide Omar plus his sidekick, Kranky the spitting camel. The show was very  

educational and the boys learnt about the uses of the date palm, hieroglyphs and pyramids. The highlight of the show was when 

Neel was dramatically mummified and his organs stored in canopic jars! 
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Colts v Berkhamsted Friday 12th October 
Colts A v Berkhamsted 

Outstanding Performances: The whole team 

A tough match against a very well organised and  

talented team. We took a little time to get into the 

pace of the game. When we held the ball we looked 

very good and made inroads. Despite conceding a 

number of tries we never gave up and Mr Russo was 

really pleased with the spirit shown by all the boys. 

Well done!  

Colts B v Berkhamsted 

Try Scorers: Harman 2, Rayaan 1, Rodrigo 1, 

David 1 

Outstanding Performances: David, Harman 

and Rodrigo 

This was a closely contested match from start to  

finish. St John’s started confidently, putting a few 

phases together, rucking quickly allowing even  

quicker ball for Rodrigo and the backs therefore St 

John’s scored within the first couple of minutes. The 

match continued with try for try rugby. Both sides 

playing well with ball in hand. Berkhamsted used 

there kicking in a clever manner and were unlucky not 

to finish on two spectacular cross-field kicks. This 

inspired us to develop our kicking skills going  

forwards to try and add another element to our game. 

We lost our way a little bit in the last 5 minutes but a 

match to be proud off, fantastic effort boys!  

Colts C v Berkhamsted 

Outstanding Performances: Vishwadrik, Varun 

and Darius 

We battled hard against a strong and big Berkhamsted 

side which had a number of very good runners. In 

attack, Vishwadrik and Darius ran very well and 

Varun always got over the gain line. We just needed 

closer support from the other players. However, 14 

players were able to play for the Colts C team and all 

the boys enjoyed the match. Well done!  
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U10 v Berkhamsted Friday 12th October 
U10 A v Berkhamsted 

Outstanding Performances: The whole team 

The boys put in a lot of effort but unfortunately came second best at the end 

of it. Although we didn’t score any tries we came very close every time we 

had the ball as we played as a team and our structure was outstanding. In de-

fence we filled the field to stop any wide threats the opposition possessed but 

some of their big runners broke tackles and went through the middle of our 

line. Very impressive team play from the whole team which will set us up well 

for the coming games and for years to come which is extremely positive and 

shows a lot of potential. Well done boys, lots to build on for the next game!  

U10 B v Berkhamsted 

Try Scorers: Ansh S 1, Thomas 5, Felix 1, Benyamin 1, Daniel 1 

Outstanding Performances: Thomas for his tries and Shay for his 

fantastic tackling 

The U10 B team took their rugby to a new level in this match. Berkhamsted 

always put out highly skilled teams and this one was no exception. However, 

they met their match and found that they could never take the lead against 

this St John’s outfit. The two teams traded tries of the highest quality all 

match and it took one last length-of-the-pitch run by Thomas  to finally seal 

the victory. A special mention must be made to all of the team for their  

efforts in defence, with Shay standing out in particular.  

U10 C v Berkhamsted 

Try Scorers: Joshua 1, Yash 1, Hamza 1, Darwin 1 

Outstanding Performances: Aaron and Ishaan 

This was a tremendously exciting match of end-to-end rugby and great  

tackling all round. Throughout the game was well balanced and competitive 

with both teams trying to outscore the opposition. Some immense tackles 

were made by the St John’s boys, especially Aaron and Ishaan. Well done to 

all of the boys.  

U10 D v Berkhamsted 

Try Scorers:  

Outstanding Performances: The whole team 

Challenging game for the boys as we were defending for most of the game. 

Whenever we had the ball we ran hard into contact but often lost the ball due 

to lack of concentration or sloppy hands. Many metres were made in attack 

we just need to work on protecting the ball so we can benefit from our run-

ning. In defence our tackles were very good, however the fact that everyone 

wanted to make these tackles resulted in a very bunched and unorganised 

defensive line which we can improve on in the coming weeks. Well played all!  
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Senior teams v Caldicott 17th October 
U13 A v Caldicott Won 55-5 

Try Scorers: Skye 4, Alex 3, Oliver 1,  

Matthew 2, Rohan 1 

Outstanding Performances: Skye for  

outstanding effort plus big try scorer 

In many ways this was an evenly fought out 

match. Possession was about equal and in  

territory gains St John’s dominated the first half 

with Caldicott shading the second. The difference 

was in the quality of St John’s finishing. Close to 

unstoppable near the line and further out the 

boys kept the continuity of play very strong with 

aggressive rucking, well timed off loads and good 

passing to get the ball wide. Mason again moved 

the ball well and when the holes appeared Alex 

and Skye did the rest, sometimes from a long way 

out. The defence was strong especially tackles by 

Matthew and Netanel and stealing the ball in  

contact also was prominent notably through  

Taiga and Joseph. Above all this was a whole 

team effort which resulted a very pleasing tight 

team performance. 

U12 A v Caldicott Lost 25-5 

Try Scorers: Yusuf 1 

Outstanding Performances: Charlie, 

Yusuf, Krish, Aaron, Rohan and Louis 

A very good match with both sides attacking well 

with the ball. Caldicott dominated the first 15 

minutes and we defended for long periods of 

time. We showed tremendous defence but  

eventually Caldicott managed to score. They had 

a few very good runners who were just able to 

beat our defenders. In the second half, we kept 

the ball so much better and won lots of rucks. 

This enabled us to put more pressure on the  

opposition. Yusuf hit a great line from his own 

22 and ran the length of the pitch to score a  

fantastic individual try. Well played to the whole 

team.  
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U8 A & B v The Beacon & Thorpe House 
U8 A v The Beacon A 

Try Scorers: Leonardo 1, Daanish 1 

U8 A v Thorpe House A 

Try Scorers: Bailey 1, Aubrey 1 

U8 A v The Beacon 1 

Try Scorers: Aubrey 1 

Outstanding performance: Daanish 

We started our first match against a well drilled and 

athletic Beacon side. Although The Beacon scored 

more tries by the end of the game we were moving the 

ball to other players with greater confidence. We 

scored a very good team try. Against Thorpe House, 

we scored the first try and always looked the stronger 

side. In defence, we still needed to push up more as a 

line to help put more pressure on the opposition. 

However, we were beginning to link more passes 

which created more attacking space for the side. In the 

final game, we ran much straighter but we still need to 

move the ball towards the players in space. However, 

the boys really enjoyed their matches and well played 

to everyone. 

U8 Ireland v The Beacon 

Try scorers: Thomas 1, Dries 1, Darsh 2, Ali 2, 

Marcus 2 

Outstanding performances: The whole team 

played very well! 

The boys played extremely well in all 3 games that 

they played against The Beacon, even though 5 out of 

the 8 that played scored tries, Otto, Matthew and 

Joshua also deserved tries as everyone played  

outstandingly. The team played together and ran 

straight and hard allowing us to create space on the 

wings which we passed into. There was some brilliant 

cover defence from everyone, diving in for touches to 

stop the opposition from scoring. We could have 

scored many more tries if we hadn’t kept running into 

the touchline so in training we will focus on what to 

do in that situation. Well played boys and enjoy the win!  
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Ghosts and ghouls in the Music Department 

Boys from all age groups have been experimenting with different instruments to create sounds that would suit the theme 

of Halloween. Using music elements such as dynamics and tempo (plus the smoke machine and an orange light) boys were able to 

effectively create music that was intense and scary putting us all in the mood for Halloween! 
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Please support Jamie (8L) who is appearing as Edmund in this production of ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’ on 

Thursday 22nd and Saturday 24th November in the evening shows. 
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Year 6 creations made from wood 

As the seasons are most obviously making a change, Year 6 continue with their ‘Woods Projects’. Rodrigo has had to use his 

Maths skills when considering the angles of his hexagonal bird feeder. Aaryan has been using our new wood turning to make the 

legs for his fabulous stool and Arian and Reece are putting the finishing touches on their bird houses. 
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Year 5 learns about Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
Year 5 has been learning about the Artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. Giuseppe Arcimboldo was an Italian painter born in the 

sixteenth century. He created imaginative portraits made entirely of fruits, vegetables, flowers, fish, and books. He painted  

representations of these objects in such a way that the whole collection of objects formed a likeness of a portrait. Here are some 

examples of his work. 

Year 5 had fun, firstly, creating their own portraits using pencils. They then sculpted fruit and vegetables out of clay. The boys 

enjoyed using the different sculpting tools to create texture and markings on their chosen fruit or vegetable. They then painted 

their sculptures and arranged them to create a portrait in the style of Arcimboldo. The next photographs show work in  

progress followed by the end results. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruits
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetables
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paint
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portrait
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Year 5 learns about Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
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1. Year 3 have turned themselves into Egyptian  

Pharaohs.  

2. Joshua in 3W has used autumnal colours to create a 

tiled background on his Autumn picture. 

3. Marcus in 3H enjoyed using ink to print his leaf six 

times. 

4. Rodrigo in 6S has painted a beautiful picture of a  

flamingo. 

5. These Autumn prints are by Arti and Dries in 3H. 

1 

2 3 4 

5 
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Updates: please continue to visit  

www.st-johns.org.uk for all the latest  

information on sports fixtures and results. 

The website will have  

announcements in case of 

emergency. You can also 

follow us on twitter 

@stjsnorthwood. 

Mailings: if you have received The Lamb 

from someone else and would like to be 

sent your own copy direct each week, 

please email: Lamb Editor. Let us know 

your contact details and you will be added 

to the list. 

Photographs: Do please continue to send 

in any photographs which could be  

included in The Lamb. 

Monday 5th November: School Resumes (8.25am) 
Swimming at York House: U10 & U11 (2.30pm) 
Years 3 & 4 Parents Consultations (4.00pm-6.30pm) 

Tuesday 6th November: Annual Travel Survey (all day) 
Rugby v Claires Court: U9 A, B, C, D (h) (2.30pm) 
St John’s Association Fireworks Evening (5.30pm-7.30pm) 

Wednesday 7th November: Reception Reading Meeting (8.00am) 
Extra 3+ Assessment Morning 
Year 3 Pedestrian Training (9.30am-12.00pm) 
PGL Meeting for Year 2 Parents (3.15pm-3.45pm) 

Thursday 8th November: Governors’ Meeting at St John’s 
Rugby v Caldicott: U8 A, B, C (h) (2.15pm) 
Reception Reading Meeting  (3.15pm-3.30pm) 
Years 3 & 4 Parent Consultations (4.00pm-6.30pm) 

Friday 9th November: Rugby v Davenies: U10 A, B (a) (2.50pm) 

Saturday 10th November: Belmont Rugby Tournament: Colts A  
(1,00am-1.00pm) 

Sunday 11th November: Remembrance Service, Northwood  
(10.45am-12.00pm) 
Merchant Taylors’ Company Remembrance Concert, Birmingham (2.30pm) 

Calendar and important dates Contact  details 

St John’s Association AGM. This takes place on Thursday 
November 15th at 7.00pm in the Norman Hall and lasts  
approximately half an hour. All parents are welcome to attend. 

Fireworks Night. In order for the evening to 
run as safely as possible all children attending 
should be supervised by an adult. Don’t forget 
the best dressed Guy competition. Mr  
Robinson (the judge) is looking for the Guy 
most resembling Guy Fawkes. There will be no 
after-school activities on 6th November. 

Pre-Prep Harvest Festival. A big thank you to all parents who 
brought donations of food which will be sent to Food Bank. In 
addition we raised a marvellous £200.28 for Magic Breakfast. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Poppies. Poppies, wristbands, reflectors, friendship bracelets 
and snap bands will be on sale after half term in advance of  
Remembrance Day which we will mark on Friday 9th  
November with two minutes silence at 11.00am. 

Annual Traffic Survey. Please be advised that on Tuesday 6th 
November we will be conducting our annual traffic survey. This 
will be undertaken by an independent company which will be 
within the car park and immediate area recording car volumes 
throughout the day. 

Secure bike parking at St John’s. Some boys (and staff)  
travel to and from school by bike. If you are considering using 
this healthy and green mode of transport we would like to  
remind you that there is a secure cycle shed next to the  
pedestrian crossing near the science block changing rooms. 
Please see Mr Lawrence for further details. 

Cenotaph Service. Several senior boys will represent the 
School on Sunday 11th November in the centre of Northwood 
when they will present a wreath at the Cenotaph. You are 
warmly invited to join them and many other schools and  
organisations at this service of remembrance. Proceedings begin 
at 10.40am. 

Votes for Schools. Last week’s question:  Is this year’s Black 
History Month more important than ever? Yes 72.5%, No 
27.5%.  Question for the week after half term: ‘Do aliens exist?’ 
Please discuss at home over half term. 

House Point Totals. 1st Churchill 31.64, 2nd Oates 30.80, 3rd 
Lawrence 30.30, 4th Lincoln 30.22 

Enjoy the half term holiday and don’t forget the clocks go back 
on 28th October. Follow this link to get information about the 
Firework Code and we look forward to welcoming boys back 
on Monday 5th November.  

Notices and Reminders 

http://www.st-johns.org.uk
mailto:lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk
https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety/

